
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 




A 



y /"• 



I 






,., \ 



Soq 



There are very considerable variations in the text between this 
and the private edition, of which only three copies are known. 
The preface, which is probably by David Mallet, ungenerously 
attacks Pope for having printed the private edition without 
Bolingbroke's knowledge. 



LETTERS, 



ON THE 



Spirit of Patriotism, 



r 



ji J. 



\\ 



v: o 












■V ... v> 



6o^L^Jp>-oAi2/, U-^^y^^i <^€L4.lv^ h^-^ ^ f^ xn/oc-tm^ 



LETTERS, 



O N T HE 



Spirit of Patriotism 



O N T H E 



Idea of a iPATRIOT KING 



AND 



Oft the STATE of PARTIES, 



At the Acceffion of 



JCiNQ GEORGE the Firft. 



LONDON: 

Printeci for A. M i l l A R, oppofite to Catharim- 

Jirtrtf in the Strand, 

MDCCXLIX. 



L 






( V ) 



Ahertifement. 









TKE following papen noere nor it ten 
feoerd years agt^ at the requefi^ 
and for the fake offome partis 
odor friends y without flny defign of ever 
making them public. Haw they come to 
be made fo at this time, it may be proper 
to give an account.^— ^Tbe original draughts 
were entru/iedto a man, on whom the au^ 
thor thought he might intirety depend, after 
be bad exoBed frtm him, and taken bis 
promfe, that they Jhosdd never go into 
A 3 trisy 
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(vi) 

any bands ^ except tbofe of five or fix Ver- 
fmsy who were then named to bim. hi 
this confidence tbe autbor refied- Jecurelj 
for feme years 5 and tbo be was not 
without Jtijpicion^ that they bad been com- 
fnunica^i^t^^tfPi^^^s ^ 1^ intended 
they Jboiiid be\ yet^ie was kept^^ by re- 
peated ajjurances^ even from fufpeBing 
that any copies bad gone into bands un-^ 
known to him. Bui tbif man wqn no 
fponer dedd^ than be received^ iff orm^ion 
that an entire edition of i ^00 copies of 
thefe papers bad^ been printed i tbat'tbrs 
very manhdd corfeEled the prejs^ and that 
h ha<^ left them irt the bands of tbe 
printer ^ to be kept with great fecrecy ^ . fiU 
further ordSr, i^he bonejh printer kept 
bis wdfduifb-him better than be kept bis 
with his friend: fo that ^^e whale editiok 
came at laji i'Ata the hams of tbe, autbor^ 
" V ** except 



7^te^Fjdme'J^ cojnes which this perjon 
tdi' taken tut '0} the heap, and caVried 
hw^dy.' TBefe are^ doumefs^ the coptet 
^blcb have been hand^ about ^ rubt Sjery 
prhatefjf^ Jince his tkath. The reft ivere 
alV dejfroyed in me common fire at fioh Os 
i^ey were gt^oen up^ except a copy vr twa^ 
wl^'chhd^i never ieenj^e out of the au- 
thor's own hahdi. M^ tbefe copies if^ap^ 
peared^ that the man %vBo bad beett guilty 
\f ibis breach oftrufiy had tnhn upon 
him further to divide^ tbi JiibjeSiy andtp 
alter and to omit pa^gl^ya^cArdingtP^^ the 
fu^ejiions of bis own fancy. 



tVhat aggravates w/x prcceeamg* ex»- 
t^meif iSy fbat^^."mt&>r had told bim 
on fiver'a}' ({ccqfionsy ammg^ other r^fqnf 
lifhy he. wouldnof confenA tot-H puJbUc9.ticxn 
(fti^fe' pqpejis^ tb<H. tkfy had b€e^^ wrjj 
4 in 
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«ef« Mi gefkine front Being rei^ks 
f^Mtifyet.wetil^.fy tbe'wffrU. N^then 
tbeaktikr not be ni>mld ^ive offent^ ^Mr 
Umfyn tbe lihiitjg : ^ the &utht neifhn 
tM^ mr.eugbt^ m any ttccount^ t(K Hegr 
k0 n^nt: tn$ih^ hmuf\ ^nd the jiifih^ 
iui'io his onjM cbaraBer reqUire. - 'Nei^ 
thef the author nor. l)e iiffe& t^.accttfe 
pHniflers aftei" their deiftky as /A^Egyp 
thnij^merfy accufed even their iilag^. 
fhefi k the leji rktfin to Mfo^finti 
fhd Jbf)fter^ may be^ and dre-Mcnfed^ 
^fhtmf fcfufe^ . ibcr. ^Btmt fiectf± 
f^ thi kff^ fatty darh^\, their IhKA 
^be atficdbtes here r dated were tr my and 
the. f^&ioni made upoet tbein ^eri^J^^i 
ifiahy^y^s agi>. T:B€\ former wuld:'not 
}iave';^e9h r^edy if he who rekt(4'ikhh 
had riot hlown tJiin^4o' be true ^^jm tha 
Btt'^ hiO^ h^n ^liii^jf he .wbolmade 
' '- r. them 



(xi) 

fbem bad not thought them juft: and if 
they nvere true and juft tben^ they mujt 
fjie true and jufi noWy and always. The 
author therefore fcorns to difown them : 
and the editor thinks that be has no eK^ 
pufe to mahf for fub^ng them* 



LET. 



«^«.to^ geriuihe Jroni Mng reidikd 
fAmiify^or.'werii^. to the "wsrM. Niit^. 
tbe^ihtikr nef be iVQUkf ^ive trffen^. fi^Mr 
tmefyt^ the Hvit^ : hd the uutbot neiphn 
im^ nar. aught ^ m: tiny iicc$unt% Jot Hegr 
k0 mlmt.truih^ hrnout^ and. the jufiii^ 
iai^'H his (mn cbardSer reqUirt:, ' 2Vh*- 
ihet the'autkrnor. I^e iiffsSt t^.nct^ 
Snipers ^te¥ their Jeiitky as tbe.E^ypx 
thni: f^m^rfy accufid evin their ^kiug^ 
^m H: tht leji riajbn /a Jo\fOf\.finu 
fh& fd^ijtBf may k^ and dre-Mcafed^ 
*#i*^5ft? fcfuf^i - A&^ 'ioithdnt Jttece/^ 
Ji^ ih» ^ ^atty dariiig\ their JiwA 
^h& ai^cBotei herd r dated were trmy and 
tbi. f^&itm made 'uptm\tb^m^er^sj^/ti 
ffkihy^yeirrs (i^. rl:B^\ former umldrkot 
hdvfi^^fjfltaedy if Be who rekti^tbrdi 
had riot 'J^awn thiM'W be true \,n^ th^ 
^tf^ bi(P§e been mdide^,,^ be .^ho\f^ 
'-'"^■''^ 2 them 



tbem bad not tbtmgbt them juft: and if 
fbey nvere true and juft tben^ tbey mujl 
^e true and juft now^ and always, ^Tbe 
flutbor therefore fcorns to difown tbem : 
find tbe editor tbinks tbat be has no eK^ 
pufe to tnakf f^ ftMJbing tbm^ 
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LETTER t 

On the Spirit ^ Patriotism* 



My LoRo, 



i7l(>. 



YOU have engaged me «n a fub- 
Jeia which interrupts the fcries 
of thpfe letters I was writing 
to^ouj but it is one, wbich^ 
f confefs, \ have very much at heart. \ 
Ihall therefore explain myfelf folly, nor 
blufh to reafon pn principles that are ou« 
of fafliipn among men, who intend no- 
thing by ferving the public, but to feed 
their avarice, their vanity, and their lux- 
ury, without the fenfe of any duty they 
pwe to God or man. 

B ft 



JO ON THE SPIRIT 

It feems tome, that in order to main- 
tain the moral fyftcm of the world at a 
certain point, far below that of ideal per- 
fection, (for we arc made capable of con- 
ceiving what we are incapable of attain- 
ing) but however fufEcIent upon the 
whole to cooftitute a ilate eafy and happy, 
or at the worft tolerable: I fay, it feems 
to me, that the Author of nature has 
thought fit to mingle from time to tinie, 
among the focieties of men, a few, and 
but a few of thofc, on whom he is gra- 
cioufly pleafed to beftow a larger propor- 
tion of the ethereal fpirit than is given in 
the ordinary courfe of his providence to 
the fons of men. Thefe are they who en- 
grofs almoft the whole reafon of the Se- 
cies, who are born to Inftrudl, to guide, 
^nd to preferve ; who are dcfigned to be 
the tutors and the guardians of human 
kind. When they prove fuch, they exhi- 
bit to us examples of the higheft virtue, 
and the trueft piety : and they deferve to 
have their feftivals kept, inftead of that 
pack of Anachorites and Enthufia/isy with 
whofe names the calendar is crowded and 

dif. 
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difgraced. When thefc men apply their 
talents to other purpofes^ when they ftrlve 
to be great and defpifc being gdod^ they 
commit a moft facrilegious bteach o'f 
truft ; they pervert the means, they defeat 
as far as lies in them thedeiigns of provi- 
dence, and difturb in fome fort the fyftem 
of infinite wifdom. To mifapply thefe ta- 
lents is the moft diffufed, and therefore 
the grcateft of crimes in it*s nature and 
confequences j but to keep them ilnexert- 
cd, and unemployed, is a crirtie too. Look 
about you J my Lord, from the palace to 
the cottage ; you will find that the bulk 
of mankind is made to breathe the air of 
this atmofphere^ to roam about this globe, 
and to confume, like the courtiers of ^Z- 
cinous^ the fruits of the earth, hlo$ nume- 
rmjumm & fruga confumere nati. Whert 
they have trod ihls infipid round a certain 
number of years, and begot others to da 
the fame after them, they have lived : and 
if they have performed, in fome tolerable 
degree, the ordinary moral duties of life* 
they have done all they were born to do^ 
Look about you again, my Lord, nay lock 

B 2 km 



14 ON THE SPIRIT 

into the world, or at leaft continue in it 
after the cffcds of furprize and inexpc- 
;iencc arc over, like men who arc fcnt on 
mere important errands. Tbey obfervc 
)vith diftin<aion, they adtnire with know- 
ledge. They may indulge themfclvcs in 
pleafure; but as their induflry is not em^ 
ployed about trifles, fo their amufements 

are not made thp buftncfs of their lives. 
i * 

jSuch men cannot pafs unperceived thro a 
country. If ibey retire from the world, 
jtheir fplendor accompanies them, and en- 
lightens even the obfcurjty of their re- 
treat. If they take a part in ppblic life^ 
$hc efFedt h never indiffisrent. They cir 
jther appear like minifters of divine ven- 
geanjce, and their cpurfe thro the world is 
jrnarked by defolation and oppreffion, by 
poverty apd fervitude : or they are the 
guardian angels of the country they inha- 
bit, bufy to avert even the moft diftant 
evil, and to maintain or to procure peace, 
plenty, and the grcateft of human blef- 
^ngs, liberty. - 
, From the obfervation, that fuperiority 
pf parts is often employed to do fuperior 

mifchiefj 



OF PATRIOTISM. 15 

tnifchiefj no confequcnce can be drawn 
againft the truth I endeavour to eftablifli* 
•Rcafon colledtsthe will of God from the 
conftitution of things, in this as in other 
cafes; but in no cafe does the Divine power 
impel us neccffarily to conform ourfelvcs 
'to this will : and therefore from the mis- 
application of fuperior parts to the hurt, 
no argument can be drawn againft this 
pofition, that they were given for the good 
of mankind. Reafon deceives us not: we 
deceive ourfelves, and fuffcr our wills to 
be determined by other motives. . Mon- 
taigne or Ch a r r on would iay, /'i&(?«?«?tf 
fepipe^ * man is at once his own fharper, 
* and his own bubble/ Humao nature is 
her own bawd, fays Tu ll y, Blanda con^ 
ciliatrix & quafi lenafui. He who con- 
fiders the univerfal wants, impcrfeftions, 
and vices of his kind, muft agree that men 
were intended not only for fociety, but to 
unite in commonwealths- and to fubmit to 
laws. Legum idcirco omnes fervifumus^ u( 
liberiefepq^mus: And yet this very man 
will befeduced by his ownpaflions, or the 
p^flions and examples of others, to think^ 
B4 or 
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pr to adlas if he thopght, the very cw>tra» 
ry . So he who is confqous of fupcrior cii- 
4owment8, fuch as render him more ca^ 
pabk than the generality of men to fe- 
icure and ipiprove the advantages of fo«* 
cial lile, by preferving the commofiwealth 
\vk ftrength and fplendor, evcp he m«jht 
fedaced to think, or to adt a$ if he though^ 
that thefe endowments were given him 
for the gratification of his amotion, and 
his other paffions ; and that tKere is no 
diilbrence between yice and virtue, bt-- 
tween a knave and an honeft man^ but 
pnc which a prince, who died not many 
years »go, affe^rtedy 'that men of grei^( 
^ fenfe were therefore knaves, ^nd mtn 
* of little fcnfe wttt therefore honcft.' 
Bot in neither of theie cafes will the truth 
and reafon of things be altered, by fuel) 
jcxampips of human frailty. It will be 
ftill true, and reafon wjll ftill demon- 
^rate, that all men are direded^ jby the 
general conilitutiop of hpman nature, to 
fubmit to government ; and that fome 
men are in a particular manner defigned 
to take care of that government on v^hicb 



1^ 
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the common happiDei$ depends. The 
life that reafon will make of fuch exam- 
ples will be ooly this^ that fioce men are 
fo apt, in every form of life, and every 
xlegree of underftanding, to. aA againf^ 
their interefl: and their duty too^ without 
hsnevoknce to manl^nd, or regard to the 
divine will; it i$ the more incumbent on 
tho£^. who have this benevolence and this 
r^ard at hearty to employ all the means 
that the nature of the government al- 
lows, and that rank^ circumftapces of 
^tuatioB, or fupcriority of talentsj ^ive 
them, to opjpofe cvij, and promote good 
governments and pontrihute thiis to pre- 
^rve the moral fyftepi of the world, at 
that point of imperfeftion at leaft, which 
feems Ix? have been prefcribcd to it by the 
great Creator of every fyfiem of beings. 
Give mc leave now, my Lord, to caft 
jtny eyes for a moment homeward, and 
to apply what 1 have teen iaying to the 
prefent ftate oi Britam. That there is 
no profulion of the ethereal fpifit to be 
observed among us, and that we do not 
jibplind with IPpn otjT fiiperior genius, { 

m 
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am ready to confefs -, but I think there is 
no ground for the complaints I have heard 
made^ as if nature had not done her part 
in our age, as well as in former ages, by 
producing men capable of ferving the 
commonwealth. The manners of our 
fore-fathers were, I believe, in many re* 
fpefts better: they had more probity per- 
haps, they had certainly more (how of 
honour, and greater induftry. But ftill 
nature fows alike, tho we do not reap 
alike. There are, and as there always 
have been, there always will be fuch 
creatures in government as I have defcrib- 
cd above. Fortune maintains a kind of 
rivalfhip with wifdom, and piques hcrfelf 
often in favour of fools as well as knaves. 
Socrates ufed to fay, that altho no 
man undertakes a trade he has not learn- 
ed, even the meaneft; yet every one 
thinks himfelf fufficiently qualified for 
the hardeft of all trades, that of govern- 
ment, He faid this upon the experience 
he had in Greece. He would not change 
Jiis opinion if he lived now in Britain. 
^ut however, fuch characters as thefe 

would 
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would do little hurt, generally lj)eaking, 
or would not doit long, if they flood 
alone. To do great hurt, fome genius, 
feme knowledge, fome talents in fhort, 
natural or acquired, are neceflary: lefs 
indeed, far lefs than are required to do 
good, but always fome. Yet I imagine, 
not the worft miniller could do all the 
mifchief he does by the mifapplication of 
his talents alone, if it were not for the 
mifapplication of much better talents than 
his by fome who join witlj hiin> and the 
non-f^pplication, or the faint and unfteady 
exercife of jheir talents by fome who op^ 
pofe him ; as well as the general remiiT* 
ncfs of mankind in acquiring knowledge, 
and in improving the parts which God has 
given them for the fervice of the public. 
Thefe are the great fprings of national 
misfortunes. There have beep monfters 
in other ages, and other countries, as 
well as ours ; but they have never conti- 
nued their devaftations long, when there 
were heroes to oppofe them. We will 
fuppofe a man imprudent, rafli, prefum-r 
pjuous, ungracious^ infolent and profli- 
. . jgatc. 
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20 ON THE SPIRIT 

gate, in fpcculation as well es pra£lice» 
He can brfl)e, but he cannot (educe: he 
can buy, but he cannot gain : he can 
lye, but he cannot deceive. From 
whence then has fuch a man his ftrength ? 
From the general corruption, of the peo- 
ple, nurfcd up to a full maturity under 
^is adminiftratioo j from the venality of 
all orders and all ranks of men, fomc q£ 
whom are fo proiUtute, that they (et. 
themfelves to fale, and eve?) prevent ap-. 
plication. This would be the anfwer, 
and it would be a true one as far as it, 
goes; but it does not account for th« 
whpk» Corruption , qpuld npt fpread 
with fo much fucceis, tho reduced intp, 
fyftems and tho ibmo minifters, with 
equal impudence and folly, avowed it by 
themfelves and their advocates, to be th^ 
principal expedient by which they go^ 
verned, if a long and almoA unobferved 
progreflion of cau&s and efFeds, did not 
prepare the conjundure^ Let me explain 
it s^nd apply it, as I conceive it. Onii 
p»rty had giv?i) thcjr whole attention, 

during 
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during fevetal years, to the projeft bf en- 
irichihg themfelves, and impovefifliing 
the reft of thfchtftidn ; and, by thefe and 
ot^ meant, of dtaUifl^ittg Ihiefir donai- 
njoniinder di^ goverDifient and with thd 
&vout of a family, who were f^rtrgfeeps, 
and therefore fnight bditve, that they 
feme e^abUihed m, ibt tfardne hy tlM 
goiod will $mdftirc0gth of thffi.partf alone. 
This party in general were&ihtenttm 
1tt& views, and n^any of tfaetn^ I fear, 
are io 0iU, th^t they did not ad^rert m 
tim^t to the neceffary cptifeqa^ice^ of the 
meafures they abetted : nor did they coq«» 
fider, thc^t the power th^ raifed, and by 
which they[ hoped to govern their cons-, 
try, would govern theni with the .very 
rod of iron they forged and woiild be 
the power of a prince or xriinifter, not 
that of a party long, Anoihe^r party con^ 
tinned four, fallen, and inadivte, With 
judgments fo weak, and paflions foiftrong, 
that even experi^ice, and a fe*ere ooc 
furely, was loft upon them. They wattl- 
ed, like the J^iw, for •a Meffiah^ that 
may never come j and under whom, if 
4 he 
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he did come, they would be ftrangcfy S 
difappointed in their cxpcdations of glory 
and triumph, and univerfal dominion; 
Whilft they waited, they were marked 
out like the Jews, a diftinft race, hewers 
of wood and drawers of water, fcarce 
members of the comhmnity, tho bora 
in the country. All indifferent men ftood 
as it were at a gaze : and the few, Who 
were jealous of the court, were ftill more 
jealous of one another j fo that a ftrengtb 
fufficient to oppofe bad minifters was not 
cafy to be formed. When this ftrength 
was formed, and the infufficlency or ini- 
quity of the adminiftration was daily ex- 
pofed td public view, many adhered at 
firft to the minifter, and others were fince 
gained to his caufc, becaufe they knew 
nothiog of the conftitution of their own, 
nor of thcf hiftory of other countries; but 
imagined wildly, that things ailways went 
as they faw them go, and that liberty has 
been, and therefore maybe preferved un- 
der the influence of the fame corruption. 
Others perhaps were weak enough to be 
frightened at firft, as fome arc hypocri- 
tical 
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ileal enough to pretend tobeftill, mth 
the appeUatiqns of Tory and Jacobite, 
which are always ridiculoufly given to 
every man who does not bow to the bra- 
zen image that the king hasfet up. Others 
again might be perfuaded, that no fatal 
ufc at leaft would be made of the power 
acquired by corruption ; and men of fur 
perior parts might and may flill flatter 
themfelves, that if this power (hould be 
fo employed, they ifhall have time and 
means to flop the efFedts of it. The firft 
ojf thefe are feduced by their ignorance 
and futility ; the fccond, if they are not 
hypocrites, by their prejudices j the third, 
by their partiality and blind confidence; 
the laft, by their prcfumption ; and all 
of them by the mammon of iihrighte- 
oufnefs, their private intercft, which they 
endeavour to paHikte and to reconcile as 
well as they can to that of the public : 
G? caca cupiditate corruptly noh Hntelli''^ 
guntfe^ dum vendunt^ Gf ventre. 

According to this teprefentation, wnich 
I take to be true, your Lordiliip^ uill 
agree that our unfortunate country a[- 
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lords an example in proof of what h aA 
fcrted above. The Dutch travellers I 
ipoke of, men of die ordinary, or be- 
low the ordinary fize of undcrftanding, 
tho they are called by cajMric?, or lift- 
ed any other way into power, cannot 
do great and long mifdbief, in a country 
of liberty; unlefs men of genius, know- 
ledge, and experience^ mifapply thefe ta* 
lents, and become their leaders. A mU 
nifterial fa($ion would have as little abi- 
lity to do hurt, as they have inclination 
to do good^ if they were not formed ^nd 
conducted by one of better parts than 
they : nor would fuch a minifter be able 
to fupport, at the head of this trufly pha- ^ 
lanx, the ignominious tyranny impofed 
on his country, if other men, of better 
parts and much more confequence than 
Jbimfelf, were not drawn in to mifapply 
Ihefc parts to the vileft drudgery, imagin- 
able ; the daily drudgery of explaining 
nonfenfe, covering ignorance, dilguiiing 
folly, concealing and even juflifying fraud 
and corruption ; inftead of employing 
their knowledge, their elocution, their 

fkiU, 
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fkill, experience and authority, to Correft 
the adminiftration and to guard the con- 
ftitution. Bui this is not all: the ex- 
ample (htws a great deal more. Your 
Lordlhip's experience as well as mine will 
juftify what I am going to fay. It fhews 
* further, that fuch a conjunfture could not 
be rendered efledual to preferve power in 
Ibme of the weakeft and fomc of the 
' worft hands in the kingdom, if thf re was 
not a non- application, or a faint and un- 
fteady exercifc of parts on one fide, as 
well as an iniquitous mifapplication of 
them on the other : and I cannot help 
laying, let it fall where it will, what I 
have faid perhaps already, that the for- 
mer is a crime but .one degree inferior to 
the latter. The more genius, induftry, 
and fpirit are employed to deftroy, the 
harder the tafk of faying our country be- 
comes ; but the duty increafcs with the 
difficulty, if the principles on which I 
reafon are true. Jn fuch exigences it is 
inot enough that genius be oppofcd to ger< 
mus^ Jpirit mull be matched by fpirH. 
Tfeey, \<fho go, ^bout to deftrpy, are ani- 
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mated from the firft by ambition and l}va- 
rice, the love of power and of iponcy : 
fcdr makes them often defperatc at laft. 
They muft be oppofcd therefore, or they 
will be oppofed in vain, by a fpirit able 
to cope wiith ambition, avarice, and de- 
fpair itfelf ; by a fpirit able to cope with 
thefe paffions, when they are favoured 
^nd fortified by the weaknef^ of a na- 
tion, and the ftrcngth of a government, 
In fuch exigences there i$ little difference, 
as to the merit or the efFe<3:, between op- 
pofing faintly and unfteadily, and not op^ 
pofing at all ; nay :the former may be of 
worfe confequence in certain circum- 
fiances than the latten And this is a truth 
I wifti with all my heart you may not fee 
verified in our country, where many, I 
fear, .undertake oppofition not as a duty^ 
but as an adventure : and looking on 
themfelves like volunteers, not like men 
lifted in the fervice, they deem then>*- 
felves at liberty to take as much or as little 
of this trouble, and to continue in it as 
long, or end it as foon as they pleafe. It 
is bqt a few years ago^ that not the mer- 
chants 



OF PATRIOTISM. 27 
diints atone, but the whole natiprt, took 
lire at the projeft of new excifes. The 
projcd was oppofed, not on naercantile. 
coniiderations and interefts alone, but on 
the true principles of liberty. In parlia- 
ment, the oppofitiori was ftrenuoufly 
enough fupported for a time i but there 
was fo little diipofition to guide and im- 
prove the fpirit, that the chief concern of 
thofe who took the lead feemed applied; 
to keep it down ^ and yet your Loirdfhip 
remembers how high it continued againft. 
the projeiftor; till it was calmed juft be-* 
fore the eledHons of the prefent parlia- 
ment, by the remarkable indolence and 
inadlivity of the laft feffion of the laft^. 
But thefe friends of oiirs, my Lord, are 
as much miftaken in their ethics, as the 
event will fhew they have been in their 
politics. 

The fervice of our country is no chi- 
merical, but a real duty. He who ad-^ 
mits the proofs of any other moral duty, 
drawn from the conftitution of humart 
nature, or from the moral fitnefs and un- 
fitocfe of things, muft admit them in fa- 
C 4 VO^r 
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vour of this duty, or be reduced to the 
moft abTurd inconfiftency. When he has 
once admitted the duty on thefe proofs, 
it will be no difficult matter to demon- 
ilrate to him, that his obligation to the 
performance of it is in proportion to the 
means and the opportunities he has of 
performing it ; and that nothing can dif^ 
charge him from this obligation as long 
as he has thefe means and thefe opportu- 
nities in his power^ and as long as his 
country continues in the fame want of 
his fervices. Thefe; obligations then to the 
public fervice may become obligations for 
life on certain perfo.ns. No doubt they 
may : and fhall this confideration become 
a reajfon for denying or evading them I 
On the contrary, fure it fhould become a 
reafon for acknowledging and fulfilling 
them, with the greateft gratitude to the 
Supreme Being, who has made us capable 
9f adling fo excellent a part, and of the 
utmofl; benevolence to mankind. Superior 
<alent§, and fuperipr rank amongft our 
fellow-creatyres, whether acquired by 
birth^ or by the courfe of accidents^ and 

the 
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*the fuccefs of our own induflry, are 
noble prerogatives. Shall he who pof* 
feffes them repine at the obligation they 
iay him under, of paffing his whole life 
in the nobleft occupation of which hu- 
man nature is capable ? To what higher 
ftation, to what greater glory can any 
mortal afpire^ than to be, during the 
whole courfe of his life^ the fupport of 
good^ the contrdul of bad governmenti 
and the guardian of public liberty f To 
bs driven from hence by fucceftfultyran- 
ny i> by lofs of health or of parts, or by 
the force of accidents, is to be degraded 
in fuch a manner as to deferve pity, and 
not to incur blame : but to degrade our- 
felves, to defcend voluntarily, and by 
choicej from the higheft to a lower, per- 
haps to the loweft rank among the fonS 
of Ad AM ; to abandon the government of 
men for that of hounds and horfes, the 
care of a kingdom for that of a parifh^ 
and a fcene of great and generous efforts 
in public life, fur one of trifling amufe- 
ments and low cares, of (loth and of idle- 
mfs, what is it, my Lord ? I had rather 
. V C3 your 
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your Lordfliip fliould name it than t. 
Will it be faid that it is hard to exa« 
from fomc men, in fevour of others, that 
they fhould renounce all the pleafurcs 6f 
life, and drudge all their days in bofi- 
nefs, that others may indulge themfclves 
in eafe ? It will be faid without grounds. 
A life dedicated to the fervice of our 
country admits the full ufe, and no lift 
ihould admit the abufe, of pleafures : 
the leaft are confiftent with a conftant 
difcharge of our public duty, the greateft 
arife from it. The common, the fenfiial 
pleafures to which nature prompts us, 
and which realon therefore does not for* 
bid, tho (he fhould always dircft, ate fo 
far from being excluded out of a life of 
bufinefs, that they are fometimcs neccf- 
fary in it, and are always heightened by 
it : thofe of the table, for infbsince, may 
be ordered ib as to promote that which the 
elder Cato calls wV^^ conjunBionem. la 
themidft of public duties, private ftudies, 
and an extreme old age, he found time 
to frequent the fodalitates^ or clubs of 
friends at R^me^ and to fit up all night 

with 
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"with his neighbours in the country of the 
Sabines. Cato's virtue often glowed with 
wine : and the love of women did not hin- 
der C^sAR from forming and executing 
the greateft projedls that ambition ever fug- 
gefted. But if CiESAR^ whilft he laboured 
to dcftroy the liberties of his country, en- 
joyed thcfe inferior pleafuresof life, which 
a n^n who labours to fave thofe liberties 
may enjoy as well as he,^ there are fupe- 
rior plcafures in a bufy life thatCjBSAR 
never knew, thofe, I mean, that arife from 
a faithful difcharge of our duty to the 
commonwealth- Neither Montaigne 
in writing his eflays, nor Des Car tes m 
building new worlds, nor Burnset in 
Naming an £ntedeluvian earth, no nor 
Newton In difcpvering and eftablifli- 
ing the true laws of nature on experiment 
and a fubltmer geometryj felt moie In- 
tel leftual joy?, than he feels who is a real 
patriot^ who bends all the force of his 
underftanding, and dire^flsall his thoughts 
and anions, to the good of his coi^ntry. 
When fuch a man forms a pojitlcal 
icheme, and adjufls various and fesming- 
C 4 jy 
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ly independent parts in it to one great 
and good defign, he is tranfported by 
inugination, or abforbed in meditation, as^ 
much and as agreeably as they : and the 
^tisfaftion that arifes from the different 
importance of thefe objeds, in every ftcp 
of the work^ is vaftly in his favour. It 
is here that the ipeculative philofopher's 
labour and pleafarc end. But he who 
fpeculates in order to aBy goes on, and 
carries his icheme into execution. His 
labour continues, it varies, it increa£:s ; 
but fo does his pleafure too. The exe*^ 
cution indeed' is often travcrfed,by unfore- 
feen and untoward circumftances, by the 
perveffenefs or treachery of friends, and 
by the power or malice of enemies : but 
the firft and the lad of thefe animate, and 
the docility and fidelity of fome men 
make amends for the perverfenefs and 
treachery of others. Whilft a great event 
is in fufpenfe) the ad;ion warms, and 
the very fufpenfe, made up of hope and 
fear, maintains no unpleafing agitation in 
the mind. If the event is decided fuccefi- 

. folly. 
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fullyj fuch a man enjoys pkafiire propor- 
tionable to the good he has done ; a plea-* 
fure like to that which is attributed to the 
Supreme Bein^, on a furvey of his works. 
If the event is decided other wife, andufurp- 
ing courts, or overbearing parties prevail ; 
fuch a man has ftill the teftimony of his 
confcience, and a fenfe of the honour he 
has acquired, to foothe his mind, and 
fupport his courage. For altho the courfe 
of ftate-affairs be to thofe who meddle in 
them like a lottery, yet it is a lottery where- 
in no good man can be a lofer : he may be 
reviled, it is true, inftead of being applaud- 
ed, and may fuffcr violence of many kinds. 
I will not fay, lil^e Seneca, that the 
nobiefl fpeftacle which Goil can be- 
hold, is a virtuous man JuffcriMg, and 
ilruggling with afflidions i but this J will 
fay, that thefecond Cato driven out of 
the forum, and dragged to prifon, enjoy- 
ed more inward pl-alure, an ■ maintained 
more outward dicoiiy, tb..n they who 
infulted him, and who triumphed in the 
ruin of their country. But the very ex- 
. . . • . ample 
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ample of Cato maybeurged pftAapsa-^ 
gamft ivhs* I havcinlifted upon : it iMCf 
he fl&ed, what good be .did to Rome, by 
dedicating his whole life to her fcsrvice^ 
what honour to himfelf by dying at Cfe/- 
ea? It may be foid, that governments^ 
have their periods Jifce all things buimn ; 
that they niay be brought back to their 
primitive principles during a certain time, 
but that when thefe principtcs are worn 
out, in the minds of men, it is a vain- en w 
tcrprize to endeavour to renew them i 
that this is the cafe of all govcrnmcnf!^> 
when the corruption of the people comes 
to a great pitch, and is grown univerfal : 
that w»hen<a houfe which is old, and qmte 
decayed, iho often repaired, not only 
cracks, but totters even from the foun- 
dations, every man in his fenfes runs out 
of it, and takes {helter virhere he can, and 
that none but madmen continue obftinatc 
to repair what is irreparable, till they are 
crushed in the ruin. Juft £o, that we 
muft content ourfelves to live under the 
-government we like. the leaft,. when that 

form 
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form which welikt the moft isdeftroyed, 
or worn out ; according to the counfel of 
DotABELLA in one of his letters to Ci- 
cero, But, my Lord, if C a to could not 
favc, he prolonged the life of liberty: tlic 
Kberties of Rome would have been loft 
when Catiline attacked them^ abetted 
probably by CiESAR and Crass us, and 
the worft citizens ofRome*^ and when Ci- 
cero defended them, abetted by Cato 
and the heft. That Cato erred in his con- 
duit, by giving way too much to the na- 
tural roughnefs of his temper, and by al- 
lowing too little for that of the Romdm^ 
among whom luxury had long prevailed, 
and corruption was openly pradifed, is 
moft true. He was incapable of em- 
ploying thofe fceming compliances that 
are reconcileable to the greateft fteadi- 
nefs, and treated unskilfully a crazy con- 
ftimtion. The fafety of the common, 
wealth depended, in that critical conjunc- 
ture, on zcMlitionof partie^^ thtfenatorian 
and the equeftriani Tully had form- 
ed it, Cato broke it* But if this good, 

for 
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for I think he wa^ nbt an able maii 
trred in the particular refpeds I have ven- 
tured to mention, he deferved m6ft cer^ 
tainly the glory he acquired by the gene- 
ral tenor of his condud:^ and by dedi- 
cating the whole labour of his life to the 
fervice of his country. He would have 
deferved more if he had perfifted in main- 
taining the fame caufe to the end, and 
would have died I think with a better 
grace at Munda than at Utica. If this 
be ioy if Cato may be cenfured, feverely 
indeed, but juflly, for abandoning the 
caufe of liberty^ which he would not 
however furvive; what (hall we fay of 
thofe, wha embrace it faintly, purfue it 
irrefolotely, grow tired of it when they 
have much to hope, and give it up when 
they have nothing to fear ? 

My Lord, I have infifted the more on 
this duty which men owe to* their coun* 
try, becaufe I came out of £wjAzW, and 
continue ftiil, ftrdngly affcaed with what 
I faw when I was there. Our govern- 
ment has approached j nearer than ever 

before^ 
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before, to the true principles of it, fince 
the revolution of one thoufand fix hun- 
dred and eighty eight: and the acceiBon 
of the prefent family to the throne, has 
given the faireft opportunities^ as well as 
the jufteft reafons, for compleating the 
fcheme of liberty, and improving it to 
perfedlion^ But it feems to me, that, in 
Qur feparate world, as the means of af- 
ierting and fupporting liberty are increas- 
ed^ all concern for it is diminifhed. I 
beheld, when I was among you, more 
abjeft fervility, in the manners and beha- 
viour of particular men, than I ever iaw 
in France^ or than has been feen there, 
I believe, fmce the days of that Gafion^ 
who, being turned out of the miniftcr's 
door, leaped in again at his window. As 
to bodies of men, I dare challenge your 
Lordfhip, and I am forry for if, to pro- 
duce any inftances of refiftance to the un- 
jufl demands, or wanton will of a court, 
ih^t BritiJJj parliaments have given, com- 
parable to fuch as I am able to cite to the 
honour of the farlhment of Paris ^ and 
the whole bpdy of the law in that coun- 
try. 
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try, within the fame compais of time* 
This abjed fervility may appear juftly the 
more wonderful in Britain^ becauic the. 
government of Britain has, in fome forty 
die appearance of an oligarchy : and mo« 
narchy is rather hid behind it than fhewn, 
rather weakened than ftrengthened, ra-^. 
ther imppfcd upon than obeyed^ The 
wonder thercfac is to obfcrve, how ima- 
gination and caftom, (a giddy fool and. a 
formal pedant) have rendered thefe cabals^ 
or oligarchies, more refpedted than ma-> 
jefty itfclft That this diould happen ixi 
countries where prince$, who have abfo- 
lute power, may be tyrant? themfelves^ or 
fubllitute fubprdinate tyrants, is not won-* 
derfuL It has happei:^ often : but that 
it fhould happen in Britain, may be juft^ 
ly an obyoft of woAder. In thefe coun-* 
tries, the people had loft the armour of 
their conftitution: they were naked and 
ddencelefs. Ours is more compleat than 
ever* But tho we have prefer ved thQ 
arnwur^ we have loft, the Jpirit of our 
conftimtion : and therefore we bear, from 
little engroffers of delegated power, whaj 

ouj: 
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our fathers would not have fuffered from 
true proprietors of the royal authority^ 
Pariiaments are not only, what they air- 
ways wtre, eiTcntial parts of our confti- 
tution, but effential parts of ouradmini- 
ilratioo tooi They do not claim the 
executive power. No; But the execu- 
tive power cannot be exercifed without 
their annual concurrence. How few 
months, inftead of years, have princes 
and minifters now, to pafs without in- 
i|>c6tion and controul ? How eafy there- 
fore is it become to check every growing 
evil in the bud, to change every bad ad^ 
miniflratipn, to keep fuch farmers of go- 
vernment in awe, to maintain and re- 
venge, if need be, the conftitution ? It 
is become fo eafy by the prefent form of 
our government, that corruption alme 
could not deftroy us. We muft want 
Jfirity as well as virtue^ to perifh. Even 
able knaves would preferve liberty in fuch 
circumftances as ours, and highwaymen 
would fcorn to receive the wages and do 
the drudgery of pickpockets. But all is 
i4ttle3and low^ and mean among us! Fair 

frorn 
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from having the wrtuesy we have nqt 
€ven the- vices of great men. He who 
had pride' inftead of vanity, and ambition 
but equal to hi^ defire of wealth, could 
never bear; I do not fay to be the under- 
'flrapper to aiiy farmer of royal authority, 
but to fee patiently one of ^em (at beft 
his fellow, perhaps his inferior in every 
re^St) lord it over him, and the reft of 
mankind, diiSpating wealth, and tramps- 
ling on the liberties of his country, witk 
impunity. This could not happen, if 
there was the - leaft fpiric among us.- But 
there is none. What paflbs among us for 
ambition, is an odd mixture of avarice 
arid vanity : the moderation we have feea 
pradiifed is puiilkriimity, and the philo- 
Ibphy that Ibme men afFedl is floth. 
Hence it comies that cbrruption has ipred, 
and prevails.' 

I exped little from thfc principal adlors 
that tread the ftage at prefent. They are 
divided, not fo much as it has feemed, and 
as they would have it believed, ak)ut 
meafures : the true divifion is about their 
different ends. Whilfi; th^ miniiter was 
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not hard pulhcd, nor the profpe(ft of fxtc^ 
<?ceding> to him near, they appeared to 
have but one end, the feforitnation of the 
governmioit. The deftru<aion of the m^ 
-nifter was purfocd only as a ffreliminary^ 
-butof cffcntkland indifpenfable neccflity 
to that end. But when his deflruiftiott 
ieemed to approach, the oije^ oihA^Juc^ 
cejfipn intcrpofed to the fight of many, aod 
the reformatkn of the government was no 
longer their poi«t of view. They di- 
vided the skin, at Icaft in their thoughts, 
before tbey had taken the beaft, and tlie 
common fear of hunting him down £oi 
others made them all faint in the chace* 
It was this^ and this alone, that has faved 
him, or has put off his evil day. Cor- 
ruption, fo much, and fo juftly com- 
plained of, couW not have done it alone4 
When I fay that I expe«3: little from 
the principal a<flors that tread th^ ftage 
at prefent, J am far from applying to all 
of tbem what I take to be true of the fir 
£reateft part. There afe men among 
them who certainly intend the good of 
ihcir couiitry, and whom I !ove and ho- 
D nour 
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nour for that reafon. But thcfe meo 
have been clogged, or mifledy or over- 
borne by others ; and, fedaced by natural 
temper to inactivity, have taken any ex- 
cufe, or yielded to any pretence that fa- 
voured it. That they {hould roofe there- 
fore in themfelves, or in any one el^^ 
the fptrit they have fuffered^ nay helped 
to dye away, I do not cxped;. I turn 
my eyes from the generation that is going 
00*, to the generation that is coming oo 
the ftage. lexped good from ^m, and 
from none of them more than from you, 
my Lord. Remember that the oppofir- 
tionin which you iKive engaged, at youjr 
iirft entrance into bufincfe, is not an op- 
pofition only to a bad adminiflration of 
public affair?^ but to an adminiftratioo 
that fupports it^lf by. means, eftablifhes 
.principles^ iatcoduccs cuftoms, repugnant 
to the conftijution ef our governments 
and dcftrudivc of all Lberiy ; that you 
do no,t only combat prefent evils, but at- 
tempts to entail thefc evils upon you and 
your pofter'uy ; that if you ceafe the 
combat, you give up the caufe ; and, that 

he 
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he, who does not renew on every occafion 
his claim, may forfeit his right, 

Ourdifputes were formerly, to fay the 
truth 3 much more about perfons than 
things J or at mofl about particular points 
of political conduct, in which we flioald 
have foon agreed ^ if perfom, and perfo- 
nal iuterefts had been kf:; Gondsrnedj and 
the b!ind prejudice of party lefs preva- 
lent Whether the Big-endiam or th^ 
Little' endiam got the better^ I believe 
no man of fenfe and knowledge thought 
the conftitution concerned; not with ft and-* 
ing ail the clamour ralfed at onetime 
about the danger of the church, and at 
another about the danger of iho pro fejijnt 
fuccejjim. But the cafe is at this time 
vaftly altered. The means of invading 
liberty more eifcdltially by the confti'il^ 
tion of the revenue^ than it ever had be^^n 
invaded by prerogative^ were not then 
grown up into ftiength- They are fo 
now; and a bold and an infolent life is 
made of them. To reform ihe ftcie 
therefore is, and ou^ht to bt, tii2 olj-^fl 
of your oppofuiooj iis well as to reform 
D 2 ths 
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the admini^ration. Why do I iky as wclU 
It is fo, and it ought to be io^ much more. 
Wreft the power of the government, if 
you can, out of hands that have employ- 
ed it weakly and wickedly, everfince it 
was thrown into them, by a fiUy bar- 
gain made in one reign, and a corrupt 
bargain made in another. Bat do not 
imagine this to be your fble, or your 
principal bufmcfs. You owe to your 
country, to your honour, to your fecu- 
rity, to the prefent, and to future ^ee, 
that no endeavours of yours be wanting 
to repair the breach that is made, and ki 
jncreafing daily in the conOitution, aod 
to fhut up with all the bars and boJts 
of law, the principal entries thro which 
thefe torrerits of corruption have been 
let in upon us. I fay riic principal 
entries ; becaufe, however it may appear 
in pure fpeculation, I think it would not 
be found in pradice poffible, nonoreli-* 
gibic neither, to fliut them up all. As 
entr es of corruption none of them de- 
ferve to be excepted : but there is a juft 
diilindtion to be made, becaufe there is. 

.... a 
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a real diflFerence. Some of thefe entries 
are opened by the abufe of powers, ne- 
cellary to maintain 1 a bordi nation, and 
to carry on even good government, and 
therefore neccflary to hz prefcrved in the 
crown, notwithflanding the abufe that 
is fometimes made of them ^ for no hu- 
man ioflitution can arrive at perfeflion, 
and themoft that human wifdom tan do, 
is to procure the fame or greater ^ooi]^ at 
the expence of lefs evil. There will be 
always fome evil either immediate, or 
remote, ei her in ca^jfe or confequsnce. 
Bat there are Qtber zv\xnt% of corruption, 
and thefe are by much the grearell, for 
ftiffering of which to continue open no 
reafon can be afligned or has been pre- 
tended to be aOigneH, but that whicli is 
to every honcft and vvifb man a rcalon for 
(hutting ihem up; the increafe of ihc 
means of coiroptian, which are of encr 
employed for thp fcrvkc of the nligarch^'^ 
than for the Jcrvice of the monarchy. 
Shut up thefe^ and you will l>ave nothing 
to fear from the otlnrK ?j)' tlx'fc, a 
, , D 2 mi'c 
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more real and a more dangerous power 
has been gained to minillers, than wa$ 
loft to the crown byjthe rcftraints on pre- 
rogative. 

There have been periods when our go- 
vernment continued free, with ftrong ap- 
pearances of becoming abfolutc. Let it 
be your glory, my Lord, and that of the 
new generation fpringing up with yoii, 
that this government do not become ab- 
fohte at any future period, with the ap- 
pearances of being free. However you 
may be em'ploycd • in all your councils, 
in all your adtiohs, keep this regard to 
the conftitution always in fight. The 
fcene that opens before you is great, and 
the part that you will have to a6t difficult 
It is difficult indeed to bring men, from 
ftrong habits of corruption, to prefer hd* 
nour to profit, and liberty to luxury; a$ 
it is hard to teach princes the great art of 
governing all by all, or to prevail on 
them to praftife jt. But if it be a difB- 
e^«lt, it is a glorious attempt; an attempt 
worthy to ?xert the greateft talents, and 

to 
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to fill the moft extended life, Faritie it 
with courage, my Lord, nor defpair of 
fiiccefs* -; 

- - ^Dem b^ecfartafje henigna 
Reducet infedem Vice^ 

A parliament, nay one houfe of parlia- 
mentj is able at any time, and at once, to 
deftroy any corriTpt plan of power. Time 
produces e\rery day new conjundures ; 
Be prepared to improve them. We read 
in the old tcftament of a city that might 
have efcaped divine vengeance, if five 
righteoos men had been found in it. Let 
not our city perifh for want of fo fmall a 
number: and if the generation that is 
going off could not furnifh it, let the 
generation that is coming on furniOi a 
greater* 

We may reafonably hope that it will, 
from the firfl: elTays which your Lordfliip, 
and feme others of our young fenators^ 
have made in public life. You have 
faifed the hopes of your c^ountry by the 
D 4 proofs 
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proofs you have given of fopcrior parte;; 
Coafirm thefe hopes by proofs of urW 
pommon induftry and application, ' and 
perfevcrance. Superior pafts, nay even 
iuperior virtue^ without thcfc qiialitie?, 
will be infuffioient to fuppc^rt your cha- 
fader and your caufe. How many men 
|iavc appeared in my time who have macfe 
f Kcfe effays with fuccefs, and have madd 
po progrefs aftervi'^rds ? Some havft drop- 
ed, from their firft flights; down into th^ 
vulgar crowd, have been diftlmguifhcd, 
nay heard of, no more ! Others with 
better parte, perhaps with piore pre- 
f^imption, but certainly with greater ri- 
dicule, have p^fiffcd in making thefe ^ef- 
£.ys towards bufincfs all their lives, and 
fiavjt never been able to adyahce farther^ 
in their ppliticaf courfe, than a pnemedt* 
tated harangpe on feme choice fubjcd. t 
never faw.one of thefe imporfantperfons 
fit down after his oration,-* with repeated 
hcar-hims ringing in his ears, arid in Ward 
rapture glpwfng in his eyes', that he dici 
jnot rccaji to my memory the ftory of a 
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<Oifcpited mei^ber of feme .parliament m 
FrmwifiWhowas overheard, aft^r his te- 
dicms harangu^^ njuttcring moft dievouN 
}y tp iumfclf, Npn noMsy Domne^ non no^ 
Msy Jfd mmini tuc da gloriam ! 

Eloqutnce, that ira^s njankind by the 
carsj gives a nobler fiipcriwity than power 
that every, duwc.roay^fc, orftaudthat 
every knave iwy employ,, to lead them 
by tbe nofei Bat doqu^nce muft flow 
iike a itream dlat is ffA.hy an.ftbundant 
(pring, and not fpout forth a little frothy 
water oa fomc gaudy day, and remain 
dry the reft of the. year. , The famous 
orators . of Greece . and. . Rime wcr? th<f 
Aatcfinenand minifteraof thofe cpmoion-. 
vubakhsr The: nature of tbcif gpyern- 
fnents and the hnmour of thpie ages mvL.de 
elaborate o-ations neccflary. . TMy ha-? 
rangucd-oftener, than they debated: anc| 
the ars dicendi required, more .ftudy aa4 
more exerclfe.of mindv ax>d ofvbc^y.top, 
among them, than are ncceflkry amot^g 
usr But afi mijch pains c as they took. in 
learning how tacohdiidt thq ftrcam of 
^clpcjaence, they took more to enlarge the 
' foun- 
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Ibniitain from which it flowed. Hear 
Demosthenes, hear Ciceeo thunder 
'dgainft Philip, Catiline and An- 
thony. I chufc the example of thcfirft 
rather thaft that of Pericles whom he , 
imitated, or of Phocion whom he op- 
pofed, or of any other confidcrable per- 
fbnage in Oneiei and the example of 
Cicero rather than that of CRAsstrs, or 
of HoRTENsius, or of any other of the 
great mtnofRoms; becaufe the eloquence 
of thefe two has been fo cekbrated that 
we are accuflomed to look upon them al« 
moft as meer orators. They were orators 
indeed, and no man who has a foul can 
read their orations, after therevoluticmof 
fp many ages, after the cxtin£kion of the 
governments, and of the people for whom 
they were compofed, without feeling at 
this hour the paflions they were de&gned 
to move, and thefpirit they were defign- 
ed to raife: But if we look into the hi* 
ftory of thefe two men, and confider the 
parts they aded, we (l^U fee them in an- 
other lights and admire them in an higher 
fphere of adtic^* Demosthene^s had 

been 
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been negb^ldd, in his edt^tion, by the 
fame tutors who cheated him of his inhe- 
ritance. Cicero was bred with greater 
advantage: and Plutarch,! think, fays 
that when he firft appeared the peofde 
ufed to call him, by way of derifion, the 
Greeky and the fcholar. But whatever ad«- 
vantage of this kind the latter might have 
over the former, and to which of them 
foever you afcribc the fuperior genius, the 
progrefe which both of them made m 
every ip^xloi political kti&wledgey by their 
induftry and application, was marvellous* 
CicERo-migbt be a better philofopher, 
bat Demosthenes was nolefs a ftatefr 
inan : and both of them per£:)rmed adlions 
and acquired fame, above the rc^h of elo* 
qucnce alone. Demosthenes ufed to 
compare eloquence to a weapon, -aptly 
enough; for eloquence, like every other 
ivcapon, as of little ufe to the owner, un*. 
lefs he have the foree and the Ikill to uie 
it. This force and this fkill Demosthe-- 
NES l>ad in ah eminent degree. Oblerve 
theixK in one iniknce among many. It way 
«£ mighty importance to I^ txip to pre^ 

vent 
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.vent the acee^ion of T^behs to the ^aad 
iklliafic? that Demosthenes^ at the head 
of tl^ Jtheman commonwealth, .formed 
ag^inft the growing power of the Macedo^ 
mami Philip hademif&riesand hisaovf 
i)gffad9rs on the fpot to pppofe to thofe of 
uitbenSyZxA we may be ai&r^d tbfit he^et 
gleffced none of thoib: arts upon this ocoa^ 
fionjthat he employed.fo fucc^^fiiUy on 
oth^s. The ftruggle WW grcjat, bot-IH-? 
MQSTKENEs prevail(?d, and the TMam 
engaged in the war ^inftPHiLiF. W^sit 
by his ebquence alone that he prevailed in 
a divided ftate, ovcjr s^U the fubtihy of in* 
trigue, all.the dexterity of negotiation, aU 
the fedtt^ion, all jthe corroptioiy, ^nd ali 
the terror that the aWeft and moft power- 
ful prince .could employ ? .Was Demo^ 
sTHENES wholly taken Up withxompof^ 
ing orations, aad haranguingthe people^ 
in this remarkable crifi§ ?. He harangued 
them no doubt at Ihehs^ as well as at 
Atims^ cwid in the xtik QiX^reece^ where 
all the 'gr^t reibiutions >of miaking ak 
lianccs,.waging war^ or concluding peace} 
were dct»jBiiped in d^mocratical gflem# 
: ./ • blies,. 
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blics. But yet haranguing was no doubt 
the leaft part of his bufinefSj and eloquence 
was neither the fole^ nor the principal ta-r 
lent, as the ftyle of writers would induce 
us to believe, on which his fuccefs de-f 
pended. He muft have been mafier of 
other arts, fubferviently to which his elo- 
quence was employed, and muft hare had 
a thorough knowledge of his own llale^ 
and of the other ftates oi Greece, of rheir 
difpofitions, and of their interefts rela uvely 
to one another, and relatively to thti^ 
neighbours, to the Ferfians particularly, 
with whom he held a correlpondence, not 
much to his honour: I fay, he muft have 
been mafter of many other arts, and have 
poifcfled an immcnfefund of knowledge^ 
to make his eloquence in every cafe fuc-' 
cefsfu!, and even pertinent or fcafonable in 
fomCj as well as to dircfl it and to furnifti 
It with matter whenever he thought pro- 
per to employ this weapon. 

Let us cenfidcr Tully on the greateft 
theatre of ihe known world, and in the 
moft difficult circuniftitices. We are bet- 
ter acquainted with hi 01 than w^ aro 

with 
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with Demosthenes; for vk fee h^ 
nearer^ as it were, and in more diffeienc 
lights. How perfed a knowledge had he 
acquired of tbs Roman conftitotion of go- 
Yernnaent, eccleiiaftkal and civil 5 of the 
original and progrcfs, of the general rea- 
fons and particalar occafions of the laws^^ 
atidcuftoms of his country; of the great 
rules of equkjr, and the low praAice of 
courts ; of the duty of every magiflracy 
and office in the fbte» from the didator^ 
down to the YvOtot ; and of all the Aeps by 
which Rome had rifcn from her infancy^ 
to liberty, to power and grandeur and 
domimon, as well as of all tbofe by which 
(be began to decline, a little be£xehis 
age, to that fcryitude which he died for- 
oppofing, but lived to fee eftabliihed, and 
in which not. her liberty alone, bxfX, hei: 
power atni grandeur and dominion were 
loft? How well was he accjuainted with 
the iiojw^;? colonies and provinces, with 
the allies and enemies of the empire,, 
with the rights and privileges of the f«- 
mer, the difpofxtions and conditions of the 
lauer,. with the intereflsrof them all rela- 
3 lively 
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tvfdy to Rome^ and with the intcrefts of 
Rome rclativdy to them ? How prefcnt (^ 
his mind were the anecdotes of former 
times coocerning the Romaa ^nd other 
flates^ and how carious was he to ob&rvc 
themi^ateflrcircumftances that palled in 
his own ? His works will anfwer fufiidb 
ently the queftions I afk, and efiabliih ia: 
the mind of every man who reads them 
the idea I would give of his capacity ai^i 
knowledge, as well as that which is fo 
univerfally taken of his eloquence. Toa 
man fraught with all this Aock of know* 
ledge, and induitrious to improve it daily, 
nothing could happen that was entirdy 
new, nothing for which he was quite un* 
prepared, fcarce any cfFcdl whereof he 
had notconfidered the caufe, fcarce any 
caufe wherein his fagacity could not dif- 
cem the latent efF^<5t. His eloquence in 
private caufes gave him fir 11: credit at 
Rome, but it was this knowledge, this ex- 
perience, and the continued habits of 
bufinefs, that fupported his reputation^ 
enabled him to dofo much fervice tQ 
hiscountry, and gave force and authority 

to 
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to his elo(Jiience. To little purpofe would 
Tic have attacked Catiline \eith all the 
vehemence that indignation and even fear 
added to eloquente, if he had truftcd to 
this weapon alofee. This weapon alone 
Would have fecured neither him nor the 
ienate from the poniard of that aflaffin. 
He would have had no occafion to boaft^ 
diat he had driven tfaisinf^nK^tisctti^ecn 
out of the walk of Rtme^ abiity exce^^ 
ivafit^ erupt t^ if he had not made it be- 
fore-hand impofGble for him to continue 
any longer in them. As little occafion 
would he have had to alTumc the honour 
of defeating without any tumult, or any 
diforder, the defigns of thofe who con- 
Ipired to murder the i?<7/»j» people, to 
' deftroy the Roman empire, and to extin-* 
guifli the Roman name ; if he h3d not 
united by (kill and management, in the 
common caufe of their country, orders 
pf men the moft averfe to each other j if 
he had not watched' all the machinations 
of theconfpirators in filence, and prepared 
a ftrcngth fufBcient to rellft them ztRome^ 
and in the provinces, before he opened 
4 this 
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(his fcen? of vilkny to the fenate and the 
people : in a word, if he had not made 
much more ufe of political prudencci 
Cbati?, of the knowledge of mankind, 
and of the arts of government, which 
ftudy &nd experience give, than of all the 
powas of his eloquence. 

Swch was pj?MOSTHEi*Es, filch waj 
CiegRb, fuch were all the great men 
wfaofe memories are preferved in hiftory, 
gnd fuch muft every man be, or endea- 
vour to bei if he has either ierife orfenti- 
ment, whoprefumes to meddle in affairs 
of government^ of a free government I 
snean, and hopes to maintain a diftin- 
guilhcd charafler in popular affembiies, 
whatever part he takes, whether that of 
fupporting, or that of oppofing. I put the 
two cafes purpofely, my Lord, becaufe 
I have obferved, and your Lordfliip will 
have frequent occalions of observing, 
many perfons who fecm to think that op- 
pofition toan adminillration requiresiewer 
preparatives, and lefs confbnt applicattoa 
than the condud of it. N.ow, my Lord, 
E I 




58 . ON THE SPIRIT 
I take this to be ipGkertoti khd lam 
fiirekliaslbeen'a fatal one!. - It k one oi 
thofc' errors, atid there ^re many fucb,^ 
which men* impute to' jadgment, indl 
whfch proacd from the 'defcdl of judg- 
ment^ as this does from lightnefs; ittefo^ 
lution, lazinefs, and a falfe notion of op-f. 
pofitibn ^ uidefs theferfon^ ^ho ieetn to 
think, do not really think^ in this man-^ 
ner, but fcrving the public purely for 
inttrt&i and not for feme, nor for duty; 
dedine taking the fame pains when they 
oppofe without perfbn^al and immediate 
reward, as they are wilKng to take when 
they are paid for ferving. Look about 
you, and you will fee men eager to fpeak, 
and keen to aft, when particular occa- 
iions prefs them, or particular motives 
excite them, but quite unprepared for ei- 
ther : and hena all that fuperficiality in 
ipeaking, for want of information, hence 
•all that cohfufion or inadtivity, for want 
of concert, and all that dirap{X)intmcnt 
for want of preliminary meafures. ' They 
whoaife<ft to head an oppofition, or to 

make 
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make any conliderable figure in it, mull 
be equal at leaft to thofe whom they op* 
pofej I do not fay in parts only, but in 
application and induflry, and the fruita 
pf both, information, knowledge, and a 
certain conflant prcparednefs for all the 
events that may arife. Every adminiflra- 
tion is a lyfteta of conduft t oppofitiort 
therefore, fhould be a fyflem of conduct 
Kkcwife ; an oppofite, but not a depcn^ 
dent fy flem. I fhall explain myfelf bet- 
ter by an example. When two armies 
take the field, the generals on both ildes 
have their different plans for the. cam- 
paign, either of defence or of c^ence i 
and as the former does not fufpend his 
mcafures till he is attacked, but takes them 
beforehand on every probable contin- 
gency, fo the latter does not fufpend his, 
till the opportunity of attacking prefents 
ilfelf, but is alert and conflantly ready tp 
ieize it Whenever it happens ; and in the 
mean tinae. is bufy to improve all the ad- 
vantages of Ikill, of force, or of any other 
kind that he has, or that he can acquire, 
: , E 2 inde« 
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indcpspdcntly of the pba and of the mo« 
tiens of his enemy. 

In a word, my Lord, tWs is my no- 
tion, aftdlfubipitittoyou., According. 
«E> the prcfent form, of oar conftitmion,' 
every member of cither houie of parlia-> 
Bjcint ia a. member of. a national ftanding • 
council, born, or appointed by the people,, 
to promote good, and to oppofc bad go- 
wrnment -, and, if not veiled with the 
power of a niibiftcr of ifete, yet yeftcd 
with the foperior poiver of controuUng 
thofe who arc appointed fuch by the 
crown. It follows from hence, that they 
who ehgage in oppofitioii are under as 
great obligations, to prepare themfeWes 
tocontroul,as they who ferve the crown; 
are under, to prepare themfelves to carry 
en the adminiflratien : and that a party 
formed for this purpofe, do not aft like 
good citizens, nor honeft men, unlefs they 
propofe truCy as well as appi^e falfe meat* 
fures (Xf government. Sure I am they 
do not z.Qi like wife men unlefs they a<9J 
, j^ftematically, and unleis they coiitrady 
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^11 every occafioD, that icbeme of policy 
which the public intereft requires to be 
followed, with that which is fuitedto no 
intereft but the private intereft of the 
prince or his ininirters. Cunning men 
(feveral fucfe there are among you) will 
diflike this cohfdqiTeflce, and ohjed:, that 
fuch a condiJ<S Would fupport^ under the 
appearance of oppofing, a weak and even 
a wicked adminiftration ; and that to 
proceed in this manner would be to give 
good coun&l to a bad minifter, and to 
extricate him out of diftrelTes that ought 
to be improved to his ruin. But cunning 
pays no regard to virtue, and is but the 
low mimic of wifdom. It were eafy to 
demonftrate what I have aflerted con- 
cerning the duty of an oppofing party : 
and I prefume there is no need of labour- 
ing to prove, that a party who oppofed^ 
fyftcmatically, a wife to a fdly, an honeft 
to an iniquitous, fcheme of government, 
would acquire greater reputation and 
ftrength, and arrive more furely at their 
end^ than a party who oppofed occa- 
E 3 fionally. 
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fioaally, as it were, without any com- 
mon fyftcm, without any general con- 
certy with little uniformity, little prepa- 
ration, little perfeverance, and as little 
knowledge or political capacity. But it 
is time to leave this invidious iubje(!l, 
and to haften to the conclufion of my 
letter before it grows into a tx)ok. 



I jwn, my Lord, G?f. 
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The I D E A of 

A Patriot King. 



INTRODUCTION/ 



Dec. 1. 1738. 

REvifing fome letters I writ to my 
Lord * * *j I found in one oF 
them a great deal faid concerning the du^ 
/fVj which men owe to their c^W7/ry,thoie 
men particularly who lire under a yrrr 
irc?«/?/fafit)K of government ; with a ft rang 
application of thefe general do^ftrmes to 
the prefentjfate of Grmt Britmn^ and to 
the charters of the pre&at a&ors on this 
ftage- 

I faw no reafon to alter, none even to 
foften^ any thing that ib there advanced. 

Ob 
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On the contrary, it came into my mind 
to Carry (liefe confidcrations further, and^ 
to delineate, for I pretend not to make a 
perfect draught, the duties of a king to bis 
country ; of thofe kings particularly who 
are appointed by the people,, for I know 
of none who areanointed by-God, to rule- 
in limited monarchies. After which, I pro- 
pofcd to apply the general dodlrines in 
this^caic^ asftrongly and 9ts dire^y^^a^ in 
the other, to the prefent Jiaie o£ Great 
Britain. 

I am not one of thofe oriental flavcs, 
who deem it unlawful; prefamptibhto look 
their kiogs m the face ; neither. am I 
fwayed byimyLord Kacon*s authority to 
think this cuftom good and reafonable in 
it's meani^t tho it fiivoun of harbarifm in 
it's inftitution: Bitu quidcm barbaruiy fed. 
JSgni/icatiom ionus. Much otberwife : It. 
fccihs to^i»c. that no fecrets are fo impor* 
tant tP 1?e.kppwn, no hearts <?€ferve lobe 
pryed into with more curiofity and atten-, 
lion, than thofe of princes. But many 
things ll^ye pQncurred, befides age and; 
terj^per, to fet me at a great diftance from 

the 
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the prefcnt court. Far from prying irvto 
the hearts, I fcarce know the faces, of our 
royal family. I fhall therefore decline 
all application to their charafterSj and a!l 
mention of any influence which their 
charafters may have on their own for- 
tune, or on that of this nation. 

The principles I have reafoned upoa 
in my letter to my Lord ***, and thofe 
I ihall reafon upon here, are the fame. 
They are laid in the fame fyftem of hu- 
man nature. They are drawn from that 
fource from whence all the duties of pub- 
lic and private nxoraUty muft be derived, 
or they will be often falfly, and always 
precarioully eftabliflied. Up to this fource 
there are few men who take the pains to 
go: aiad, open as it lies, there are not 
many who can find their way to it. By 
fqch as you, I fti^ll be underftood, and 
approved ; and far from fearing the cen- 
fure or the ridicule, I fhculd reproach 
myfelf with the appfaufe, of men who 
meafure their intereft by their paflions, 
and their duty by the examples of acor- 
rjuptage^ that is, by the examples they 

afford 
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afibrd jto one anotiier. Such I dunk ar^ 
fhe greateft part of the prefent generation ; 
not of the vulgar alone, but of thpfc who 
(land foremoft^ and are ralfed higheft in 
our nation. Such we may juftly appre*- 
bend top that the i^ext will be, fince they 
who are tp compofe it will fet out into 
.the world under a diredion that. muft in- 
cline them ftrongly to the fame courife of 
fclf-intereff, profligacy, and corrupcioiL 

The iniquity of all the principal men in 
any community, of kings and miniftcrs 
cfpecially, does not confift alone in the 
crimes they commit, and in die imme- 
diate confequences of thefc crimes : and 
therefore their guilt is not to be meafured 
by thcfe alone. Such men fin againft po- 
ftcrity, as well as againft their own age ; 
tjnd w;hen theconfcquencesof their crimes 
are oyer, the confequences of their ex- 
ample rf main. I think, and every wife 
and boneft man in generations yet unborn 
'wiU think, if the hiftory of ^^sadmi- 
niftration defcends to blacken oiir annals, 
that the greatefl iniquity of the minifter, 
on whom the vrhole iniquity ought to be 

charged. 
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charged, fince he has been fo long iapoC- 
feffion of the whole power, is the con- 
lla^t endeavour he has employed to cor^ 
rupt the morals of men. I fay thus gene- 
rally the morals^ bec^ufe he who aban- 
dons gar betrays his country, will abacidoij 
or betray his friend y^vi^ becaufe he who 
is prevailed on to zQim parliament, with- 
out aijy regard to truth or juiiiice, wiU 
cftfily prevail pn bimfclf to aft in the Time 
manner every where elfe. A wifer and 
honefter adminiftration may relieve our 
trade from that oppreflion, and the public 
from that load of debt under which it 
muft be fuppofod tljiftt.be has iftduft^iotafly 
kept it i becaufe wc are able to prove, by 
fair calculations, that he might have pro*- 
vided efFedually for the payment of it^ 
fmce he came to the head of the trea- 
fary.' A wifer and hopeftcr adminiftra- 
tion may draw us back to our former cre- 
dit and influence ab^oad^ from that ftate 
4^ contempt iijto which we are funk 
amottg all our neighbonrs. But wfll the 
mnds 0^ men^ Which this minifter has 
narrowed to pcrfonal regards, akm^ witt 
.. ) their 
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ibsitviews^ which. he has confined to the 
prefent moment, as if nations were mor^ 
tzl like the men - w^ho compofe them, 
and Brituin was to peri(h with her de-^ 
generate children; Will thefc, I fay, be fo 
tafily or (ofion enlarged ? Will ihtixfen^ 
iimentSy which are debafed from the love 
of liberty, from zeat for the honour and 
pfofperity of their ^oufntry, and from a: 
de&e of honeft. fame, to an abfolute un« 
concernednefs for ^all thefe, to <ii) abjedl 
fubmiffion, and to a rapacious eagernefi 
after wealth tliat may;flte their avar^e^ 
and exceed the ptofufion of tbefr liixUl'y j 
will thefe^ :I fay ^aln, bt fo eajily^ or t6 
P$n elevated ? In a word, will the J5r/- 
tijhfpirity th^t fpirit which has preferv* 
icd liberty hitiierto in one corner of the 
world at lea ft, be ((yeafily or fofoon re^ 
infujed itito the Britijh nation ? I think 
tiot; We have been long coming to 
4his^ point^of depravation : and the pfo^ 
grefs from confirmed habits of ev?l Is 
much more flow thah the prOgrefs t6 
them. . .Virtue is not pkced on a rtigged 
jxiouQtain of difficult and dangerous ac^ 

ccft. 
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ccfs, as they who would ejicufe the in- 
dolence of their, temper, or the pervcrfc*- 
nefe of their wiJl, defire td have it be- 
lieved ; but (he is fcated. however on an 
eminence. We may go up to her with 
t^^ but we muft go up gradually y ao; 
cording to the natural progreflion oirea-', 
fob, who is to lead the way, and to guide 
Qur fteps* On the other hand, if we fall 
from thence, we are fure to be: hurried' 
down the hill with a blind impetupfity/ 
according to the natural violence of thofc 
appetites and paeons that caufed our: fall' 
at firft, and urge iton.the faftcr„the fur- 
ther they are removed from thecontroul 
that before reftrained them. 

To perform, therefore, fo great a work, 
as to reinfufc thtfpirit of liberty, io re*^ 
form the morals^ and to rzift the fentiments 
ofa people, much time is required: and 
a work which requires fo much time 
may too probably be never coo^iieated'; 
Gonfidcring howunfteadily and unfyftem-^ 
itically even the beft of men are apt often 
to proceed ; and how this reformation is 
to be carried forward in oppofition to 

public 
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fuUie fajbiotij and private incliMafim^ to^ 
the mab&rity of the vfltn. in power, and 
to i^tfecrei. bent of m^y of. thoie who' 
fire out of power. Lee us not iiattor'oar- 
{AfCBy I did fo too lor^. It is mom io> 
be wiihed than to t^ lioped^ that tke 
coDtagioa fhould fpread no furtfaqr than 
that leprous race, who carry m^ thetr 
ikins, expofed to pid>lic fight, the ibdtn 
and blobchfis of their difl:enip^. Theriw/^. 
ix^^r preaches corfuptibh aloud and con-- 
fiantly, like an impudent miffiooary of- 
vice : and fome there are who not only^ 
infinuate, but teach the fame occafioiiab- 
ly. I&y fome ; becaufe I am^as farfromi 
thinking, that all thofe who join, with; 
him, as that any of thoiib who oppofe 
him> wait only to be n^ore authod:zed9: 
that they may propagate it with greater 
fttcce^, and apply it to their own uib, iiv 
their turn. 

Itfeenas to me, upon the whd[e4H&4 
ter, that to fave or redeem a nation un^ 
der fuch circuixiflances from perdition^; 
nothing lefs is neceiiary than fome great, 
fomc extraordinary conjuncture of iUfor-*i 

tune^ 
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tuiie, or of goodj which vnzy purge ^ 
yet fo as by. fire.. Diftrefs from abroad, 
bankrtiptcy at hotjie, and other circum- 
fiances of lil^e nature and tendency, may 
beget univerfal confufion. Out of con- 
- fufion order may arife: but it may bellie 
order of a wicked tyranny, inftead of the 
order of a juft mpharcby. Either may 
happen: and fuch an alternative, at the 
difpofition of fortune, is fufficient to make 
a ftoic tremble ! We nqiay be faved in- 
deed by means of a very diiSerent kind 5 
. but thefe means will not offer thcmfe^ves, 
this v^y of falvation will not be opened 
to us, without the concurrence, and the 
influence of a Patriot King, the moft 
uncommon of all phaenomena in thephy- 
'fical or moral vvorld. 

Nothing can fo furely and fo efFeftu- 
ally reftore the virtue and public fpirit, 
cffential to the prefervation of liberty, a^d 
national profperity, as the reign of fuch 
a prince. 

We are willing to indulge this pleafmg 

expe(flation, and there is nothing we dc- 

• F fire 
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lire tfkOft ardently thgn to be abk to hold 
of a Britijh prince, without flattery, the 
&me langui^e that was held of a Rotnan 
emperor, with a great deal. 

Nil oriturum aUas^ nilortum takfdientis. 

But let us not l^egled, on our part, fudi 
means as are in our power, to keq> the 
caufc of truth, of reaibn, of virtue, and 
of liberty, alive. If the Meffing be with- 
.held from us, let usdeferve at leafl that 
it £bould be granted to us. if heaveb 
in n^ercy beftows^ it on us, let us prepare 
to receive it, to improve it, and to oo^ 
operate with it. 

I ^eak as if I could take my (bare in 
thefe glorious efforts. Neither (hall I recal 
tny words. Stripped of the rights ofaBri^ 
iijh fubjca, of all except the meaneft of 
them, that of inheriting, I remember that 
I am a Briton ftill. I apply tp myfelf 
what I have read in Seneca, Officiafi 
fivis amiferit^ hominis exerceat. I have 

renounc^ed 
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renounced the world, not in fhdw, but in 
reality, and more by my way of think- 
ing than by liiy way of llvingi as retired 
as that may feem; But I have not re- 
nounced my country, nor my friends 1 
and by my friends 1 mean alt thofe, and 
thofe alone, Who are fuch to their coun- 
try, by whatever name they have been| 
or may be ftill diftinguifhed : and tho in 
that number there fhould beraen^of whofd 
part ingratitude, injuftice, or malice, I 
might complain on my own account wiiH 
the greateft reafon. Thefe I will nevfer re- 
nounce. In their profperity^ they fliall 
never hear of me ; in their difttefs^ al- 
ways. In that retreat, wherein the re- 
mainder of my days fhall be fpent^ I may 
be of fome ofe to them j fince cVen from 
thence I may advife, exhort, and warn 
them. Nee enim is folus ret pub : pr^deft^ 
qui cdndidntos extrahit^ & tuetur rm^ & 
de pace belhqy cenfeti fed qui juventuteni 
cxhoftatur: qui^ in tantubomrim ptacep- 
torum impia^ niirtute injiruit animm i qui 
ad pecuniam lumriamque curfu ruentes^ 
F 2 pnnfai 



76 THE IDEA OF 

prenfat dc retrainty &Ji nihil aliud, certe 
moralur; in privato publicum negotium 
agit. 
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^Y intention is not to Introduce what I 
have to fay concerning the duties of 
kings^ by any nice inquiry into the original 
of their inftitution. What is to be known 
of it will appear plainly enongh, to fuch 
as are able and can fpare time to trace it, 
in the broken traditions which are come 
down to us of a few nations. But thofe, 
who are not able to trace it there, may 
trace fomething better and more worthy 
to be known, in their own thoughts : I 
mean what this inftitution ought to have 
been, whenever it began, according to 
the rule of reafin^ founded in the com- 
mon rights^ and iniereJIs, of mankind. On 
this head it is quite necelTary to make fomc 
reflexions, that will, like angular ftones 
laid on a rock, fupport the little fabric, 
the model however of a great building, 
that I propofe to raife. 

F 3 So 
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So plain a matter coijld nevpr have been 
gendered intricate andvolumipous, had i| 
pot beep for lawlefs Ambition, extravagant 
vanity^ and thedpteftabk fpiritof tyr^p? 
»y } aWtted by the private iptefeft^^ ^ 
artful men, by adulation and fuperftition, 
two yipes to whip h that flaring timid cre4- 
t«re m^n is expeffively prone ; if aujhprity 
had not Impofedop fuch as did. not pre- 
tend to reafop ; and if fuch as did. atr 
^cmpt to rcafon had not been caught ia 
|thp pcnitoQn fnares of fophifm, apd ,ber 
lyildcredin the labyrinths of difputation. 
In this pafe, therefore, as in all thofe of 
great concernpient, the. (horteft and the 
iftireft method of arriving at real knawr 
ledgg is to uhkfirn the lei&ns wp have 
^een ta,pght, to remount io ^rj principles^ 
and take.no body's word about tbem ; for 
it is about tbem that almpft all the jugr 
gljngand legsrdcmain, cniployed by men 
ly hofp trad? it is tp diec§iye, ?re fct to work. 

Now be who does fo, ip this cafe, will 
difcover fopn, thattte notiops concerp- 
jfig the divine inptution ,zv^A right of 
jki«gs, as well as thp abjhiute power be- 
longing ^ 



A PATRIOT KING. 7^ 

Icbiging to their office, have no fbohda-» 
tk)h m&a or reafofe, bat have rlfen from 
aft did aUtanee between ecclefiaftical and 
cMlpoiHcy. The cHaradlers of kittg and 
prieft have been fomedrti^s blended togcl 
thcf 5 afnd when they have been divided, 
as kings have found the great ctfeftsr 
wrotight in governrtent by tfr* empire 
^fikh priefts obta'ih' ovcf the confcicnces 
of rtaiifciftd, h priefts* haVie been tatrght 
bj^ experience, thai the B6ff nritithod to 
prdferve their 6w6 rank, dignity, wealth; 
and power, att faffed upoA a foppofed//- 
iHiie fighfy is to eomniunica:t!e thfe fanfc 
pfctenfion to kingfe, and by a fallacy corii- 
moh to bbth, impofe their ufkrjpatidns on 
a fi% World. This they hkve dr^ne' : *and 
in th€ Jfdfe as in ^dcBarcB; theft pretenw 
fions tb^a divine rightYidVt been generally 
Carried higheft by thofc, who hsiv6 had 
ttolcl^ft pretenflon ix> the divine Jn'Oou^. 

l*t \fi worth while to obfcrve, on whaf 

principle fome men were advanced' to i 

gV^v pfe-enriinence over others, in the 

eiriy ages of thojfe nations that are a litlfe 

F ^ known 
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known to us : I fpeak not of fuch as raifed 
thcmfelves by conqueji^ but of fuch as 
were raifed by common conjent. Now you 
Will find in all thcfc proceedings an en- 
tire uniformity of principle. The au- 
thors of fuch inventions as were of ge- 
neral ufe to the well-being of mankind, 
were not only reverenced and obeyed du- 
ring their lives, but worfhipped after their 
^deaths : they became principal Gods, Dii 
ntajorum gentium. The founders of com- 
monwealths, the law-givers, and the he- 
roes of particular ftates, became Gods of 
a fecond clafs, Dii minorum gentium. All 
pre-eminence was given in heaven, as 
well as on earth, in proportion to the be- 
nefits that men received, Majejiy was 
the firft, and divinity the fecond reward. 
Both were earned by fervices done to man- 
kind, whom it was eafy to lead in thofe 
days of fimplicity and fuperftition, from 
admiration and gratitude, to adoration and 
expectation. 

When advantage had been taken by 
fome particular men of thefe diipofiuons 

in 
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in the generality, and religion and go- 
vernment were become two trades or 
myfteries, new means of attaining to this 
pre-eminence were foon devifed, and new 
and even contrary motives worked the 
fame eflfcft. Merit had given rank ; but 
rank was foon kept^ and, which is more 
prepofterous, obtained tqo, without me- 
rit. Men were then made kings for rea- 
fons'as little relay ve to good government^ 
as the neighing of the horfe of the fonof 
Hystaspes. 

But the mofl prevalent, and the gene- 
ral motive was. proximity ofbhod^ to the- 
ory?, not to the beft king. Nobility in 
China mount upwards^ and he who has it 
conferred upon him, enpbles his anceftors^ 
not his pojierity. A wife inftitution I and. 
cfpecially among a people in whofe minds, 
a great veneration for their forefathers has 
been always carefqlly maintained. But in 
Cbindy a& well as in moil other countries, 
royalty has defcentkd^ and kingdoms have 
been reckoned the patrimonies of parti^ 
cular families. 

I have 
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I Itive ^^d in one of the ^^OkaUitis of 
flie httet Roman empire, hiftorkins, by 
(he way, that I will hot Advife oA^'S to 
dnfpend their time in rea^g, that 8a- 
f ORES the fuifkyu&kUig of Perfia^ ^inft 
whom JifLtAvt made the exf]«diiti6fi 
#Ni«ki he toft JiiB life, was crowned in 
his tooCh«r*s womb. Hi» fafh^ kft hef 
with ehitd, the m^i ^dared that the 
(MA would be s iHale $ wherptspon th)e 
A^t eii%ni were brought fordid ikcf 
were placed onher majefty -s belfy,afidfh«i 
princes and ^« hmpes {voftr^e ric^sog- 
jtized the ensbryd-lildtiarch. Bm to' take 
ttm<stt l&ndwn example oo( of mutttitudes 
thatr prt&m ^eno&lves^ Ikyj^rrtAit the 
•Wdi^ aikd TltAj^A^^ date befto^pf incest, 
W«t% promoted^ to dM; empire 1^ thijam 
iHl^. EloMriTi AN Wa^' dbc fen- <^ tt A" 
^m, and-^e brother^ tM peiffibly the 
pbifoner t6d, dF Titu* Vaif A8tA« : 
T»A?J«AN- was the ado|«ed &» of Mbk- 
VA. Hitpediteiy ri^t^-ftrwd thepin'pofe= 
pf4i«j £» wrflas of the other: and- iff 
Trajan wastranflated tp ^ pkuccaifaong. 
. ' <he 
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the gods^ this was na greater a diftindlofl 

than fome.of the worft of hU predeea& 

foraa^d his fiic^eiToirs obtained^ fer te§* 

fons generally as good as that which Ss« 

jVfCA puts iato the mouth of Di £^i- 

T|iR in the ap^kokiyntcfis of Clav^ 

^>iUvS, i^Jt $ refH^lica ^e ulipem fui 

c^m RQfffuh pqffif ferv^ntia r^fa votr^te. 

To fay the truth, it woyld have beeo.H 

wUir niGafufip to h^v^ niaid^ thcfe foynl 

^xfom gods at once.: ^as^^^ t;bey woul.d 

have done neither good oor hurt y but as 

cmpprors, . in their way to divinity, thcjf 

ajfted lik.e devHs.^ 

If ray readers are rca4y by t^ii?^ time to 
tfiinl^ qg^e antimojaarchiailj^ and ia pa^ticudaf 
ap enemy to the fucgsfiion of kings by he,* 
reditar.y eight, | hope to be ibo^ refiored 
to they: good opinion, Icf^eem mqnarchjy 
above any other formo^ government, and 
hei^ediury monarchy above ekiftiy^w \ 
reverence kings, their office, their rigbt?^ 
their perfons y andk will never bq pwing 
tQ thp principles j[ am going to eflabjiih^ 
^ag^ the cha|ra(ter and government of 
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^patriot king can be cftablifhcd. on no 
other, if their office and their right arc 
not always held divine y and their perjom 
always /acred. 

Now we are fubjeft, by the conftitu- 
/ tion of human nature, and therefore by 
the will of the Author of this and every 
other nature, to two laws. One given' 
immediately to all men by God, the fame 
to all, and obligatory alike on all. The 
other given to man by man ; and there- 
fore not the fame to all, nor obligatory 
alike on all: founded indeed on the fame 
principles, but varied by different appli- 
cations of them to times, to charaSers, 
and to a number which may be reckon- 
ed infinite, of other circumftances. By 
the firft you fee, that I mean the univer- 
fal law of reafon ; and by the fecond the 
particular law, or conftitution of laws, by 
which every diftinfl: community has cho- 
fcn to be governed. 

The obligation of fubmiffion to both, 
is difcovcrable by fo clear and fo fimple 
an ufe of our intelledual faiculties, that it 

may 
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may be faid properly enough to be reveal- 
ed torn by God ; and tho both thefe laws 
cannot be faid properly to be given by 
Him^ yet our obligation to fubmit to the 
civil law is a principal paragraph in the 
natural law, which he has moft mani-. 
fcftly given us. In truth we can no more 
doubt of the obligations of both thefe 
laws, than of the exiftence of the law- 
giver. As fupreme lord over all his 
works,|his general providence regards im- , 
mediately ^t great commormeahb of man- 
kind ; but then, as fupreme Lord like- 
wife, his authority gives a fandfcion to the 
particular bodies of law which are made 
under it. The law oi nature is the law 
of all his fubjedls : the conftitutions of 
/tfrftVtt/jr governments are like the ^- 
hws of cities, or the appropriated cuf- 
toms of provinces. It follows, therefore, 
that he who breaks the laws of bis country 
refifts the ordinance of God^ that is, the 
law of his nature. God has inftituted 
neither monarchy, nor ariftocracy, nor 
democracy, nor mixed government : but 

tho 
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tb» Gdd Kaiinftitiitcd nb particular form' 
df gbverttnfitht ambftg men, yet by the 
ge*6te1 isiWs of bis kingdom, ht exafts 
oifr obedfelicc t6 the laws of thofe c6m** 
ihiihities (p ^hkb each of lis is attached 
b/t^th, or to whkli Sw maybe attach- 
ed 1^ a fiibfequent and lawful engage* 
rttnt* ' * 

I'^rom <bch f)kin, «nrefifted,^ and 
tbereibf e I fts^pofe true reafbning, thtjufi 
atiibority i^kingSy aind the due ohedience of 
Jb^^s^ thAy be deduced with the utmoll ' 
ce^tam^. And fiirely it is far better for \ 
kingi them^bfves to have Iheir authority* 
thM foaftdid Oft priiiciples incoriteftiWc, 
and on fair deduflions frbm them, Ihah' 
on tbe chirifieras of madnMn/ or, i^t 
bus bech mord Mrtimon, Ch^'^phkms df 
knii^s: A kumoH r^^^r, that cimhbrb» 
coiMMwerttd, h prefdlabi^ (brdy to s/fv- ^ 
fiffUdid diinne ^igU^f, W^dl #vef y itHn 
muft believe imp^icitly^ tts few will c&, * ^ 
oto dotbelie^re ac aQ« 

Bur the pPii»»pte0 w^ bxAre laid dtptvnr 
dfr inot. ftop Irare. A divine right ia 

kings 
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^ngs is to be deduced evidently ixpok 
l^m. A divine right to govern tvd/,. 
and epnforaiably to. the conftkution at 
ihe head of which they areplaoed. A 
di^oe right to gpvcrn iU^ is an abfi^dity : 
to aflert it is blafphemy. A people may , 
choofe^ or hcreditery focccfjion noay faW^ 
a bad prince to the throne 3 but a ff»i 
king alone can derive his right to goveni 
homGpd. The reafoq is plain : good 
governjpent alone can be in the divilri 
lO&entioa. Gad has made us to defire 
ha{^)^^s; he has QEiade our happineft 
depcndei^t on iodety ; and the happinc& 
j>f feoicty dependent on good or bad go«' 
vernment. His inteotbn; therefore ^v^' 
d^ government fhould |>e ^j?^^* j ; 
^ Thisi is eHentigl to his vJiTdpih'^ for iwi& 
dooicQiifiifls furely in propprtknung ffieant 
to ends : therefc^re it c^not be, faid with*^* 
eii)t abfbrd impietiy, tl^iat he conferva tigJMi 
to oppofe his intention, . ... j 

Tbt office of liings is th«a q$ rigH 
divine^ and their pe]ic»]ia am to Itt.sepu^ 
ttdif acred. As men^ they havc.no fuch 

right, 
4 



I 



88 THE IDEA OP 

r^ht, no fuch facrednefs belonging to 
them : as kings they have both, unleis 
they forfeit them. Reverence for govern- 
ment obliges to reverence governors, 
who, for the fake of it, are raifed above 
the level of other men : but reverence 
for governors, independently of govern* 
ment, any further than reverence would 
be due to their virtues if they were pri* 
vate men, is prepoflerous, and repugnant 
to common fenfe. The fpring from 
which this legal reverence, for fo I may 
call it, arifes, is national, not peffonah 
As well might we fay that a fhip is built^ 
and loaded, and manned, for the fake of 
any particular pilot, inftead of ackhow- 
ledging that the pilot is made for the fake 
of the ihip, her lading, and her crew, 
who are always the owners in the poli« 
tical veflcl, as to fay that kingdoms were 
inftituted for kings, not kings for king- 
doms. In ihort, and to carry our allu- 
fion higher, majefly is not an inherent^ 
but a reflected light. 

All 
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All this is as true of eleSfive, as it ii 
of hereditary monarchs ; tho the fcrl- 
blers for tyranny, under the. name of mo- 
narchy, would have us believe that there 
is fomething more auguft, and more fa^ 
cred in one than the other. They are 
facred alike^ and this attribute is to h^ 
afcribed, or not afcribed to them, as they 
anfwer, or do not ^nfwer, the Ends pf 
iheir inilitutioHr But there is anothef 
conjparifbn to be made, iq which a great 
And moft important difTimiUtude will h& 
found between hereditary and elciflive 
monarchy. Nothing can be more ab* 
furd^ in pyjrtfpecuJaUQnj than an heredi- 
tary right m any mortal to govern othef 
men : and yet, in pra^icf^ nothing can be 
ngiQre abfijrd than to have a king to chcofc 
at every vacancy of a throne. We draw 
at a httfry indeed in one cafe, wher/e 
there are many chances to lofe, and few^ 
to gain« But h^e we much more ad« 
vantage of thia kind in* the other ? I 
ihink not* ypon thefc, and upon moft 
xccafions, the multitude would do at 
O Icaft 
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leafl as well to truft to chance as. choice, 
' and to their fortune as to. their judgment. 
But in another . refpeft the . advantage is 
entirely on the fide of hereditary fuccef- 
' fion : for in eledive monarchies, thefe 
elections, whether well or ill made, are 
often attended with fuch national calami" 
ties^ that even the beft reigns cannot make 
amends for them ; whereas in hereditary 
monarchy, whether a good or a bad prince 
fucceeds, thefe calamities are avoided, 
'f here is one fource of evil the lefs open : 
and one fource of evil the lefs in human 
affairs, where there are fo many, is fuffi- 
cient to decide. We may lament the im- 
perfeftions of our human ftate, which is 
fuch, that in cafes of the utmoft importance 
to the order and good go^^ernment of fo- 
ciety, and by confequence to the happi- 
nefs of our kind, we are reduced, by the 
very conftitutioh of our nature, to have 
no part to take that our reafon can ap-- 
prove abfolutelyj But tho we lament it, 
we muft fubmit to \i. We muft tell our 
felves once for all, that peYfeEl fchemes 

'2 are 
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are. not adapted to our imperfieft ftate ;. 
that Stcival morals and Platonic politics 
ang nothing better than amufcments for 
tnofe who have had little experience in 
the affairs of the world, and who have 
much leifure, verboLotioforum fenum ad 
imperitos juwnes \ which was the cen- 
fure, and a juft one too, that Dionysius 
pali on Ibme of the dodtrines of the fa- 
ther, of the academy. In truth, all that 
human prudence can do, is to furnifh ex- 
pedients, and to compound as it were 
with generkl vice and folly ; employing 
reafon to aft even agaihft her own prin- 
ciple?, and teaching us, if I may fay fo, 
infanire cum rationed which appears on 
many b6cafions not to be tKc paradoic it 
has been thought. 

To conclude this head therefore, as I 
think z limited monarchy the beft of go- 
verriThents, fo I think an hereditary mon-- 
arcby the beft of monarchies. I faid a 
limited monarchy ; ' for an unlimited mon^ 
archy^ wherein arbitrary will, which is in 
truth no rule, is however the fole rule, 
G 2 or 
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Or ib^nds inflead cf gU rul^ of govern^ 
Q^9fi^ IS &> gr^at an ftl)furdUy, bpth in 
K9fQn irifomp^. 9f Qninfprmed by ^xpe? 
rifncf, th^t it fefi^is a governiQ^t fitter 
|pf fav^gfis |hft» for 9iyili5pcd people* 

But l.think it prpp^^r to eji^laiii ^ little 
more what I mf^^ when I iay sl Umte4 
pipnarchy, that I n^y le^tvc nptlii^g un^ 
touc^d whi^ ought to be t^k^ into 
<x)pfic)efratiop by us^ when we attempt to 
ii^ our idqa^ of a Patriot King* 

^mp^g many rcaibns wl^ich detertnine 
mc to prefer monfircby^ to every jbrm of 
goyerna^|it| this is a principal ODe. Wh^ 
iQoaarcby \b the e0eacial forqo, it may be 
more eafily and more ufef^lly t$$»pe!r44 
wUb arifiocracy qr demofrm^y^ pr bpll^ 
than either of them, when they^e the 
tflSjntial forms, ?fta.he tAmpfir^4 with 
m^^tcty. 1% f^ems to me, tW^^ iotixv 
4tt<:%ipn pf a re^l p^r^apf m ippm^Mf^. 
.ppwpr, on afty tbipg mor? i^aa the pf^- 
geaotry of it, ioto eijl^ef of ti^e^ m^ 
.deftroy th?m arv4 extit^gwlh th^m, w^ 
great light extiogwihrs a l^, WA^i^ 
.as it may eafily be Acwn, and the true 

£>rip. 
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ibrra of our governmcm Willdcitionftratc, 
Without feekh^ any othec ^i^^mple, tbdt 

eratical pvis^ers miy be gi'aftfed ofl a in&ft-^ 
^fcbml Jhck, without diminiifliinig the 
ittftfe, or i'eftraitiing the pcWfct arid ^^ 
thority of the prince, erioiigh to ak^ in 
any degree the eflential form. 

A great difference is made in riatew, 

afid Jtfacrefore the ditiio^tion flioald bfc 

elvrays preferv^ in our n^tioifi, be!^fccfe 

two thizigi thut weaf6 ^ptto coYtfoiiiid !h 

i|)£calatiot)^ zt thfey h^Ve beed c^tilbQtid«d 

in praififice, kpJkMe dhd monkrcbicnl 

ftm^i Tbere totift te att Sbfolute, tinli;- 

mited^ aiM tyfl<xmtco\lVablt p6Wer lodg^ 

fmenlobeN ii^^*fe#y gofverhtneht 5 but fo 

conArttfte mOfla«Diiy, or ttie gdtWnriii^rft 

-of li-fiii^ perfoh, it i^ i^df iSee^iar^ <M 

,ffeis pcwfftr (felouJd bs lodged ih tFye moh- 

.i0rch'i^i^« h \t nib l«(irfe n^cf^fFify t^kt 

<hcB»trld exdyffveiy a^ ih^epehd^ntly 

>^fltiiib ilie idte of hii$ go^eir^^iif , tbafi 

it is^ that he liiould govern ^whdtit afiy 

.^fi^t jdJ: and thir fardy Will bef cfeoagllt 

^eafonable by no man. 

G 3 I would 
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I would not fay God governs by a rule 
that we knowi or may know as well as 
he, and upon our knowledge of which 
he appeals to men for the juftice of his 
proceedings towards them.; which a fa- 
mous divine has impioufly advanced, in 
a pretended demondratioh of his being 
and attributes. God forbid ! But this I 
may fay, that God does always that which 
is fitteft to be done, and that this fitnefs, 
whereof neither that prefumptuous dog*- 
matift was, nor any created being is, a 
competent judge, refuUs from the various 
natures^ and more various relations of 
things ; fo that, as creator of all fyftems 
by which thefe natures and relations are 
conftituted, he prefcribed to himfelf the 
rule^ which he follows as governor of 
every fyflem of being. In (hort, with re- 
verence be it fpoken, God is a monarch, 
yet not an arbitrary but a limited .mon- 
arch, limited by the rule which wjimfe 
wifdom prefcribes to infinite power. I knowr 
well enough the impropriety of (hcie ex- 
prei&ons $ but when our ideas are inade- 

quate. 
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qasitc, our expreffions rauil;nceds.bs im- 
proper. Such conceptbns however as 
we arc able to form of, thefe attribuxs, 
and of the exercife of them in the go- 
vernment of the. univerfe, may ferve to 
(hew what I have produced them to 
(feew. If govcrnipg without any rule^ 
and by arbitrary will^ be not ^effen rial to 
our idea of the monarchy of the Supreme 
Beings it is plainly ridiculous to fuppofc 
tfee^i neccfliirily included in the idea of a 
human monarchy : and tho God in his e- . 
ternal ideas, for we- are abte to conceive 
no other manner of knowing, has pre- 
fqribcd to himfelf that rule by which he 
governs the univerfe he created-^ it will 
be juft as ridiculous to affirm, that the idea 
of human monarchy cannot bepreferved, 
if kings are obliged to govern according 
to a rule cftabliftied by the wifdom of a 
ilate, that was a ftate before ihey were 
kingSi and by the confent of a people that 
they did pot.moft certainly ^retf/*^ ; efpe-- 
cially when the whole executive power is 
exclulively in thciv bands, and.the legifla- 
G 4 tive 
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tive power paiuiot be cxerct&d witbdtit 

their concareence. 

There are limt0Hoitf indeed that woutd 
deftroy the ^entialform of monarchy ? 
or, in other words, ft monarchical confti* 
tution may be dianged) under pretence of 
limiting the monarch. This happen^ 
among us in the laft pentury, when the 
vilef^ uforpacioo, and the moft in^moiH 
tyranny, were jpftgbliihcd over ou^ nation, 
by fome of thf- v^'prft and fome ef th<^ 
paeaneft men in it. I will not fay, ^at 
(he effentialform of monarchy (hould be 
pre^rved, tho the prcfe-yittioft of it wert 
to caufe the lofs of Jikrty. Saks mp, 
Juprenyx km efio^ is a fundamental few \ 
^nd fure I am, x\^fafety of a common* 
wpahh is ill provided for, if ihs Hierty be 
given up. But this | prefume to %, and 
c»n demonftrate, that all the limitations 
neceffary to prefprve liberty, as long as tfee 
fpirit pf it fubfifts, dnd longer t^n tjwt, 
po limitations of monafthy , dor any other • 
form erf" government, can pfreferve it, ittj 
fotp^^ihk wf<ii laonafchy. 1 think on 

theft 
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Hidb fttt^t«$, neither as the Tories, hot ss 
the Wfeitfi have thought: at leAft'ICA- 
dtiavotir to avoid the exceffes of both, t 
neither dt^i tip kings like fo mictif iat-^ 
k^t JupititSy Weighing the fortttfies of 
mankind in ^ icatei 6f firte, and darting 
thttttdetbolts at die heads of rebelfipDsrgi. 
atitst hor do I ftrip them nakfd; ^ it 
vitet^ and leave thetti at moft a few tat" 
itredrdgitti doth* %\i&x maje/ly^ butftcl^ 
9» can&rve really ds tktfe iot ufe as for 
omameot. My aim is to fbt ihi§ piin^ 
Qfde, that UmitatUm ^ a brown Oi^t 
to be oaitied as far as k is neteflary td ft*- 
cure the liberties of a ^o^; aiSd thktj 
}tU Jucb timkatidns may f&Mi|i, Mthb^l 
wBakenkig or en^angcrkig rtionaithy. 
. I fluH be tald|>erhaps, for I have hikr<t 
it ftid l>jr.maoy, that life poiflt Js iiafta^ 
^tnoty^ ixA that timitatkn^ ibffieii^tio 
procodegood gaverntnent^ and toiRicim 
libev^ under a bad Tptitcb, cafflMSt to 
raad6, .tin)is6 dxey are fach &d wiil de^' 
priv&tJhe M^edx of many beo^is ift ite' 
rell^ <^ a i^ooi |»inicey <A.6g his adoMnW 

.4 ftr«r 
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ftfaUQn,.ixiaintam aiiunjuft jealoufybe-- 
tween him and his people, and occafion 
a defeat of power, neceffary to prcfervc 
the public tranquillity, and to prjomote the. 
national profpcrity. If this was true, here. 
would.be a much, more melancholy in-, 
fknce of the imperfeftions of our mltuce,-: 
and of the incfficacy. Qf our reafpn to fup- 
ply this impcrfedipn, than jthe former. 
|n the former, r^afon prompted by ex- 
perience avoids a certain evil effedually,; 
and is able to provide, in fome meafure, 
agaiofib the contingent evils that may arife> 
from the expedient itfelf. But in the 
latter, if what is there advanced was true, 
thefe provifions againfl contingent evils 
would^ in fome cafes, be the occafions 
of much certain evil, and of pofitive 
good in none : under a good prince they 
would render the adminiftration defective- 
and under a bad one there would be no 
government at all. But the truth is wide- 
ly diflSbrent from this reprefentation. The 
limitations neceflary to preferve liberty 
under iDonarchy will refirain efFedually 
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a bad prince, . without being ever felt as 
Jhackks by z:jgood ohc. Our coflftitution 
is broughp, or almoft brought, tofuch a 
point, a pbii^ of perfeiflioii I'ihinkit, 
that.no kif^ who is not, in. the true 
meaning of: the word, a ^^ /Srw/^ can gor 
vcrn Britain vniheafe^:feckriiy^'b(mour^ 
digmty, or indeed with /undent power 
BXiAJirengtb. But. yet a king, ..who is a 
patriot, may govern with tf//thc former; 
end bcfides them, with power as extend- 
ed as the moft abfolute monarch can 
boaft, and a power too far more agree- 
able in the enjoyment, as well as more 
cffedual in the operation. 

To attain thefe great and noble ends, 
the,patriotifin muft be realy and not in 
fienv alone. It is ibmething to defire to 
appear a patriot : and the dcfij;^ of having 
fame is a ftep towards deftrving it, be- 
caufe it IS a motive the morp to de&rve 
it. If it be true, as Tacit us; fays^ jC^»- 
fefiiptu fama cMfemti virtutem^ that a 
contempt of a good name, or aoia^iffe- 
rc«ce about it, begets or accotopaiiies al- 
ways 
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ftays a contempt of vffftie, thccoiHtixj 
will be iroe ; odd they are ccrciinly both 
tnie. Bat diis m6tiiw alone is hot fiifll<- 
ckat To confUtute a patriot^ whether 
kinf^ wftdgeB, thtire otaft be fomcthuig 
morefabfbutttad diah a de&e xAfamf^ in 
the cotnpofition : and if there be not) 
l^i$ defee of fanie will n^ver rife abov« 
that fitntitnent whkii may be compdrod 
to the coquetry of womMi ; a findnefs <^ 
t^anfient applaufe, which U eduttcd by 
i>i»«/Vjr, glWtt by ^flC/ry, ifld fpends fc» 
£ttf in ;!(«». Itk6 thb G[iia!liii« whicftiae^- 
qttif« il« PdtriatiflH ttiuft be fbtiridc^ Ift 
great principles, iOid fopported h^'^ai 
viftkei. The el^f tJf th<tfc principits I 
fta^ iddieaVotfr^ to tfkcfe j and I ^ 
M«)<i(£fap}fe! td alfeft) ^M st man caA be 4. 
$MdkiAg HLpotk tUf otk». lie lilay, Wit6^ 
c^ them itid by ^mjiitoscibn, be «iiiiii)i^ 
Mri)MMi'gaidRiU$)g^d^atil#«d; but W^iVh^ 
eOl ttilim tiitt tX^ife «v^ of tHiA^ vi^ 
fti«tt>wiUb6ctft«A 'mOrtglat: and <(^ 
jjriikiplw itf a»thdt fort, her wflTte 
dkwfl €({%, nocwi^kftaliditog dfefe vir^ 
;/ tues. 



OF PATR,IQTI$M. m 

4ue?t from qI\ ribe pqrpofea of Jiijs iniliU 

Mrn^ , r 

, I rajBHtipn thefe pppx^fi^e pmciple? the 

j^thc;-, l?ec^fe, bftfad cf wojfidejipg 

.tha^ fp Bjiany kings, unfit and unwort^ 

to, he trufted with the gpyeroijien^^ijf 
^mapkkjd, ^pp?af Jn the world, I bavje 
;b?enteropjtedtp wonder that there a^p 
,2py tolerable : , wbf n I have confidered the 
.flattery that environs them moft cqni- 

monly fjrom the cradle, and the tenden- 
,^ of all tbofe falfe notions that are in- 
. ililled into them by precept, and by e?- 
'ample/ by the habits of courts, and by 

the intcrcfted fclfifli views of courtiers. 

They are bred to e:(leem themfelvcs of a 
\dijiin£i and fuperior Jpecies among metty 
. as men are among animals. 

Lewis the fourteenth was a ftrong 

inftance of the eflfedl of tbis efiucation, 

whigh trains up kings to be tyrants, with- 
'qu| I^nowing that they are fo. That op- 

preflion under which he kept his people, 

during the whole jCPprfe ofajong reigii, 
^ might proceed, in fpme degree, from tfie 

natural 
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natural haughtinefs of his temper; but it 
proceeded in a greater degree, from thee 
principles and habits of his education. By 
tjiis he had been brought to look on his 
kingdom as a patrimony that defcended 
to him from his anceftors, and that was 
to be coniidered in no other light : fp 
that when a very confiderable man had 
difcourfed to him at large* of the mifcr- 
able condition to which his people Was 
reduced, and had frequently ufed this 
word, fetat ; tho the Icing approved the 
fubftance of all he had faid, yet he was 
ihocked at the frequent repetition of this 
word, and complained of it as of a kind 
of indecency to himfelf.. This will not 
appear fo ftrange to our fecond, as it may 
very juftly to our firft reflexions ; for 
what wonder is it, that princes are eafily 
betrayed into an error that takes its rife 
in the general imperfedtion of our nature, 
in our pride, our vanity, and our pre- 
fumption ? the baftard children, but the 
children ftill, of felf-love y a fpurious 
brood, but often a favourite brood, that 

governs 
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governs the whole family* As rtien ate - 
apt to make themftlves the meafure df 
a;U being, fo they make themfelves the 
final caufe of all creation. Thus the re^- 
pmed orthodox philoft)phers in all ages 
have taught that the world was made fiif 
man, the earth for hirii to inhabit, and all 
the luminous bodies in the immenfe ex- 
panfe arbutid us, for him to gaze at. 
Kings do no more, no not fo much, when 
they imagine themfelves the final caufe 
for which focieties were formed, and go- 
vernments inftltuted. * 

This capital error, in which almoft 
every prince is confirmed by his educa-^ 
tion^ has fo great extent and fo general 
influence, that a right to do every iniqui- 
tous thing in government may be derived 
from it. But as if this ^was not enough, 
the characters of princes are fpoiled many 
more ways by their education. I (hall 
not defcend into a detail of fuch particu- 
lars, nor prefume fo much as to hint 
what regulations might he made about 
the education of princes ^ nor what part 

our 
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«iiir pttrtiamenff might take oaaAataXef 
j# iim mcmeiktoM affiur, kft I {hoohi 
||K>^«m: top rofipiog or too pnefiiiDipmDHs 
1^ flf^ rpflpplatioofi, Bat I may afl«rt n 
£QaeiRil» that t)i« «g4i^9BC« of mankind 
^poo this be«4, ^fpoijiajly in 'a gpiwra^ 
flQoot cQQjftituoed Uc$ o^n, i$ mopftrpiif • 

I mayaUotoi^e notice of another caii^ 
of the iniila]{£9 of princes, I mean the 
jjpneral conduct of tbofe who ^re hrou^t 
inear to their peribns. Snchmen, let ate 
%, have a prticuil^r duty «ri&)g from 
thk very fituation i a duty common to 
them all, hec^uie it arifes not from their 
ftations which are different; hut £rom 
their fiti»t1on, which is the j&mc*. Tfp 
enumerate the. varipus.application? of thi^ 
duty wogld be too mii^utip and tedious^ 
but thi$ may fujOice, that aU fucb m^ 
^ould bear con.ftantly in m|nd> that (he 
mafter they ferve i? to be the kinir of their 
country i that thieir attachment tp him> 
therefore, is not to he like that of other 
iervants tp oth$r mafters^ for his faO^e a- 
lone, or for kfi fgke ^ their owf, but 
for the iake of their coutary Hicewife. 
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Craterus l6%fis^ the ^ing^ but He-* 
PttESTiON hves Alexander, was a 
faying of the latter that has been often 
quoted, but not cenfured as it otight to 
be# Alexander- gave the preference 
to the attachment of H b ph es t i on^ } 
but this preference vi^as duo undotibt^iy 
to that of Cr A T E A u s. Attachhi^ nt to 
a private perfon muft comprehend a great 
concern for bis chdradter and his inter- 
efts ; but attachmient to one v^ho is, or 
may be a king» much more j becaufe 
the chara£ker of the latter is more impor-* 
tant to bimfelf and others; and becaufe 
his interefts are vaftly jpiore complicated 
with thofe of his country, and in foma 
fort with thofe of mankind. Alexan- 
der himfelf feemed, upon one occafion, 
to make the diftindtion that fliould be al- 
ways made between our attachments tor 
a prince, and to any private perfon. It 
was when Parmenio advifed him to 
accept the terms of peace which#DARius 
offered: they were great, he thought 
them fo J but he thought, no matter fcrf" 
H tnf 
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my piirpofe whether juftly or not, that it 
woold be unbeooming him to accept 
them ; therefore he rgeded them, but 
acknowledged, that '*he would have done 
^^ as he was advifed to do, if he had been 
" Parmenio.*' 

As to perfons who are not about a 
prince in the fituation here ipoken of, 
they can do litde more than proportion 
their applaufe, and the demonilrations of 
their confidence and afiedtion, to the bcr 
nefits they aftuaUy receive from the prince 
on the throne, or to the juft expedations 
that a fucccffor gives them. It is of the 
latter I propofe to fpeak here particular- 
ly. If he gives them thofe of a good 
reign^ we may affure ourfelves that they 
will carry, and in this cafe they ought to 
carry, that applaufe, and thofe demon- 
ftrations of their confidence and afFedion, 
as high as fuch a prince himfclf can defire. 
Thus the prince and the people take, in 
efieft a fort of engagement with one an- 
other ; the prince to govern well, and 
the people to honour and obey him. If 

he 
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he givers them expeSations of a bad reig^^* 
they have this obligation to him at lea^^ 
that he pats them early on their guards 
And an obligation, and an advantage it 
will be, if they prepare for his acceflibn. 
as for a great and inevitable evil 5 and if 
they guard on every occafion againft the 
ill life they forefee that he will make of 
money and power. Above all, they fliould 
not fufFer themfelves to be caught in the 
common fnare, which is laid under fpe* 
ciOus pretences of " gaining fuch a prince, 
" and of keeping him by public compli- 
^^ aitces out of bad hands.'' That argu* 
ment has been preffed more than once, 
has prevailed, and has been fruitful of moft 
pernicious confequences. None indeed 
can be more abfurd : it is not unlike the 
rcafoning of thofe favages who worfiiip 
the devil, not becaufe they love him or 
honour him, orexpeft any good from him, . 
but that he may do them no hurt. Nay, 
it is more abfurd j for the favages fuppofe, 
that the devil has independently of tbem the 
power to hurt them : whereas the ptherd 
H 2 put 
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putmcM'e power into the hands of a prklce,, 
becaufe he has already fome power tg hurt . 
them ; and truft to the Juftice and gratU 
tude of one who wants fenfe, virtue, or 
both, rather than increafe and fortify the 
barriers againft his folly &nd his vices^ 

But the truth is, that naen who reaftm 
aad act in this manner either mean, or 
eHe are led by fuch as mean, nothingmore 
than to make a private court at the public 
expence ; who chufe to be the inftrumcnts 
of a bad king rather than to be out of 
power ; and who are often fo wicked, 
that they would prefer fuch a fervice to 
that of the beft of kings. In fine, thefe 
reafons, and every other reafon for pro- 
viding agftinft a bad reign in profpcdt, ac- 
quire a new force when one weak or 
wicked prince is, in the order of fucceffion, 
to follow another of the iame charadcr. 
Such provifions indeed are bardeji to be 
obtained when they are the moji necef- . 
fary ; that is, when the fpirit of liberty 
begins to flag in a free people, and when 
they become difpofed by habits that have 
grown infenfibly upon them^ to a bafe" 

fub- 
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fubihifiion. But they are neceffary too 
even when they are eafieji to be obtained ; 
that is, when the fpirit of liberty is in full 
ftrength, and a difpofition to oppofe all 
inftances of male-adminiftration, and to 
fefiA all attempts on liberty, is univerfal. 
la both cafes, the endeavours of every 
inan who love$ his country will be em- 
ployed with inceflant care and conftancy 
to obtain therri 5 that good government 
and liberty may be the better preferved 
and fecured : but in the latter cafe, for 
this further reafon alfo, that the prefer- 
vation and fecurity of thefe may be pro- 
vided for, not only better, but more con-- 
fi/iently with public tranquility^ by conjli'- 
tutional methods, and a legal courfe of 
oppolition to the excefles of regal or mi- 
nifterial power. What I touch upon here 
might be made extremely plain ; and I 
think the obfervatiqn would appear to be 
of no fmall importance : but I {hould be 
carried too far from my fubjed, and my 
fubjedt will afford me matter of more 
agreeable fpeculation. 

H3 It 
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It is true, that a prince who gives juft 
rcafons to expcfl: that his reign wiil be 
that of a Patriot King, may not al- 
ways meet, and from all perfons, fuch 
returns as fuch expeftations defervc: but 
they muft not hinder either the prince 
from continuing to give them, or the 
people from continuing to acknowledge 
them. United, none can hurt them : 
and if no artifice interrupts, no power 
can defeat the efFcfts of their perfever- 
ance. It will blafl: many a wicked pro- 
jeft, keep virtue in countenance, and vice 
to fome degree at leaft in awe. Nay, if 
it (hould fail to have thcfc effefts, if we 
(hould even fuppofc a good prince to fuf- 
fer with the people, and in fome meafure 
for them, yet many advantages would 
accrue to him : for inftance, the caufc 
of the people he is to govern, and his 
own caufe, would be made the fame by 
(heir common enemies. He would feel 
. grievances himfelf as a fubjcft, before he 
had the power of impofing them as a 
kingt He would be formed in that fchool 

eiit 
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out of which the greateft and the beft of 
monarchs have come, the fchool of afflic- 
tion : and all the vices, which had pre- 
vailed before his reign, would ferve as 
fo many foils to the glories of it. But 
I haften to fpeak of the greateft of all 
thefe advantages, and of that which ' a 
Patriot King, will efteemto be fuch; 
whofe ways of thinking and ad:ing to fo 
glorious a purpofe as the rc-eftabliihment 
of a free conftitution, when it has been 
fliook by the iniquity of former admini- 
ibrations, I fhall endeavour to explain. 

What I have here faid will pafs among 
fome for the reveries of a diftempered 
brain, at beft for the vain fpeculations oif 
an idle man who has loft fight of the 
world, or who had never fagacity enough 
to difcern in government the pradicable 
from the impradticable. Will it not be 
faid, that this is advifing a king to rouze 
a fpirit which may turn againft himfelf ; 
to reje6l the fole expedient of governing a 
limited monarchy with fuccefs, to labour 
tp confine^ inftead of labouring to extend 
H4 his 
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his power ; to patch up an old confti* 
tution, which his people are diipofed 
to lay afidc, inftead of forming a- new 
one more agreeable to theim, and more 
advantageous to him ; to refufe, in (hort, 
to hcsinabfolute monarchy when every cir- 
cumilance invites him to it ? All thefe 
particulars, in every one of which the 
queftion is begged, will be thus reprcfent- 
cd, and will be then ridiculed as parai- 
diwes fit to be ranked among the mirahU 
Ha & inopinata of the ftoics, and fuch as 
no* man in his fenfes can maintain in ear^ 
neft. Thefe judgments and thefe reafon- 
ings may be cxpedted in an age as futile 
and as corrupt as ours ; in an age where^ 
in fo many betray the caufe of liberty, 
and aft not only without regard, but in 
dtreft oppofition to the moift important 
interefts of their country ; not only oc- 
cafionally, by furprize, by weaknefs, by 
ftrong temptation, or fly fedudion, but 
conftantly, -fteadily, by deliberate choice^ 
^nd in purfuance of principles they avow 
iand propagate ; in an age when fo many 

others 
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others fliripk from the fcrvicc of theif 
country, Of promote it cooly and uncer-. 
tainly^ in fubordination to their own in^ 
teoeft and hun>our, or tp thofe of a party? 
\n «n.age» wh^n toaiTert tlje truth is caU 
le4 fpreadiag of delufiOQ, and to aflert 
the caufe of liberty and good govern-* 
ment, is termed fowing of fcditLon. Bat 
I have decJarod already ray unconcerned-^ 
peii at the cenfyre or ridicqle of fuch 
men as thefej for ^ihoicjuppofod abilities 
I have much vi^ell- grounded contempt^ 
and againft whofe real immorality I have 
as juft indignation. 

Let us come therefore to the bar of 
reafon and experience, where we IhalJ 
find thefe paradoxes admitted as plain 
and almoft felf-evident propofitions, and 
thefe reveries and vain fpecuUtions as 
important truths, confirmed by expe- 
rience in all ages and all countries. 

Machiavel isanauthoc who fhould 
have great authority with the perfons Hke^ 
ly to oppofe me. He propofes to princes 
the amplification of their power, the ex- 
tent 
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tent of their dominion, and the fubjec** 
tion of iheir people, as the folc objcfts 
of their policy. He devifes and recom- 
mends all means that tend to thefe pur<-» 
pofes, without the confideration of any 
duty owing to God or man, or any re- 
gard to the morality or immorality of ac- 
tions. Yet even he declares the afFedla- 
tion of virtue to be ufeful to princes : he 
is fo far on my fide in the preient quef* 
tion. The only difference between us is, 
I would have the virtue real : he requires 
no more than the appearance of it. 

In the tenth chapter of the firft book 
of DifcourfeSy he appears convinced, fuch 
is the force of truth, but how confiftcnt- 
ly with himfelf let others determine, that 
the fupreme glory of a prince accrues to 
him who eftablifties good government and 
Si free conjlitutioni and that a prince, am- 
bitious of fame, muft wi(h to come intd 
poffcflion of a difordered and corrupted 
ftate, not to finifli the wicked work that 
others have begun, and to compleat the 
ruin, but to flop the progrefs of the firft, 

and 
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and to prevent the laft. He thinks this not 
only the true way to famCy but to fecurity 
and quiet '^ as the contrary leads, for here 
is no third way, and a prince muft make 
his option between thefe two, not only to 
infiinay, but to danger and to perpetual 
diiquictude. He reprefents thofe who 
might eftablifli a commonwealth or a le^ 
gal monarchy, and who chufe to improve 
the opportunity of eftabliftiing tyranny, 
that by monarchy without any rule of 
laWj^as men who are deceived by falfe no- 
tions of good, and falfe appearances of 
glory, and who are in effcA blind to their 
true intercft in every refpedl : Ne^auve-- 
gono per quefio fartito quanta jamay quan-* 
ta gloria^ quante bonorey jkurta^ quiete^ 
con fatisfatione ^animo e' fuggonOy & in 
quanta infamia^ vituperio, biajimoy perica^ 
lo & inquietudfne incorrono. He touches 
dnot|ier advantage which patriot princes 
reap : and in that he contradlds flatly 
the main point on which his half-taught 
fcholars infift. He denies, that foch 
princes diminijh their power by circum-- 

fcribin^ 
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Jcribing it ; and affirms, with truth oft his 
iide, thatTiMOLiEON, and others of the 
fame charadter whom he had cited, pof- 
fcffed as great authority in their country, 
with every other advantage befides, as 
DioNYSius 6x Phalaris had acquired, 
with the lofs of all thofe advantages. 
Thus far Machiavel reafons juftlyj 
but he takes in only 2ipart of his fubjea, 
and confines himfelf to thofe motives that 
fbould determine a wife prince to main- 
tain liberty, becaufe it is his inter^fi to do 
io. He rifes no higher thap the confide- 
ration of mere intereft, of fame, of fc- 
curity, of quiet, and of power, all per- 
fonal to the prince : and by fuch motives 
alone even his favourite Borgia might 
have b^en determined to affed the virtues 
of a patriot prince : more than which this 
great doftor in political knowledge would 
not h^ve required of him. But he is far 
from going up to that motive which 
fliould above all determine a good prince 
to bold this conduft, becaufe it is his duty 
tf^dojo 5 a duty that he owes to God by 

one 
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enc kw, and to his people by aftothar. 
Now it is with this that I fha]l begin what 
I intend to offer concerning the fyftcttt of 
principles and condutfl by which a pa« 
triot king will govern hin^felf and bis peo- 
ple. I (hall not only begin higher, but 
defcend into rtKXQ detail^ and keep Ml 
in my eye the application of the wh0l^ 
to the conftitution c^ Gr^at Britain^ evea, 
to the prefent ilate of ow nation, aijd 
temper of our people* 

I think enough b^ been already faid,, 
to eftablifti xki^Jirfi and true principles of 
monarchical 2iV\A indeed oi every ether kind 
oi government : and I will fay with; con- 
fidence, that no principles but theic, and 
fuch as thefe, can be advanced, wbich- 
deferve to be treated ferioufly, tha Mr. 
Lock condefcended to exapiine thofe o£ 
FiLMER, more out of regard to the pre- 
judices of the time, than to the import- _ 
ance of the work. Upon fuch founda- . 
tions we muft conclude, that fincenKn 
were directed by nature to form fodetiest^ ^ 
bccaufe they cannot .by their. nature fub- 

m 
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lift without them, ttor in a ftate of iniB^ 
mdudUty ; and fince they were direfted 
in like manner to eftabliih governments^ 
fcecaafe focieties cannot be maintained 
without them, nor fubfift in a ftate of ix- 
narcbyi the ultimate end of all govern- 
ments is the good of the peo^e^for whofe 
Jake they were made, and without whofe 
confent they could not have been made; 
In forming focieties, and fubmitting to • 
government, men give up part of that- 
Uherty to which they are all born, and all 
alike; But why? Is government incom-* 
patible with a fiiU enjoyment o£ liberty?- 
By no means. But becaufe popular li- 
berty without government will degene- 
rate into licence^ as government without 
fufficient liberty will degenerate into /y- 
ranny^ they are mutually neccflary to each 
other, good government to fupport legal 
liberty, and legal liberty to preferve good 
government. 

I fpeak not here of people, if afiy fuch 
there are, who have been favage or ftu- 
pid enough to fubmit to tyranny by ori- 
ginal contraa i nor of thofc nations on 

whona 
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whom tyranny has ftolen as it were im-* 
perceptibly, or been impofcd by violence, 
and fettled by prefcription. I (hall cxer- 
cife no political ciafuiftry about the rights 
of fuch kingSj and the obligations oifucb 
feople. Men are to take tbeir lots^ per* 
haps, in governments as in climates, to 
fence againfl the inconveniencies of both, 
and to bear v^hat they cannot alter. But I 
Ipeak of people who have been wife and 
happy enough to eftablifh, and to preferve 
free confiitutiom of government, as the 
people of this ijlandhwt done. To thefe 
therefore I iay, that their kings are un- 
der themoft fecred obligations that human ^ 
Jaw can create, and divine law authorize, 
to defend and maintain, in the firfl place, 
and preferably to every other confidera- 
tion, x!tit freedom of fuch conftitutions. 

The good of the people is the ultimate 
and. true end of government. Cover* 
nours are therefore appointed for this end^ 
and the civil conftituiion which appoints 
them, and inverts them with their power, , 
is determined to do fo by that law ofna^ 
ture and rcafon^ which has determined the 

end 
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end di goverliiAent^ uA which idDfiitt 
litM fottn of govermiient t% the proper 
mean of arriving at it» Now the greateft 
^ood of a people is their liberty : and in 
die cafe here referred to^ the pec^le has 
jttdgedit fO) and pit>vtded for it accords 
ingly. Liberty is to the coUedive body^ 
what health is to erery mdividual Ixxly^ 
Without health no pkafure can be tailed 
by roan: without liberty no happincfi 
can be enjayed hyfocietyi The obliga- 
tion^ therefore, to defend and maintain 
the freed'om of iToch.cooftitittiQas^ will 
appear moft facred to a patriot king. 

Kings who have weak underftandkigs^ 
bad hearts, and ftrong pfe]iKiices,:andall 
theie, as it often happens, inflamed by 
their pafiion^, and rendered incurable by. 
their felf«>conceit add preftfroption | fuch 
kings are apt to iixKigHie, and they con* 
d\x& themfeWes fo as to make naany of 
their fubjeifls imagine, that the king and 
the people irt free governments are rival 
pmerSf who fknd in competitim with one 
another, who have different inter ejis^ and 
muft of cottffe hate different viewi: that 

• the 
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the rights and privileges of the people 
gre fo many Jpoi/s taken from the righ( 
ami prerogative of the crown ; and that 
the rules and kwSj made for the exercife 
and fccurity of the former, are fo many 
diminutions of their dignity, zn^rejirainis 
on their power. 

A patriot king will fee all this in a, far 
different and much truer light. The 
iconftitution will be confidered by him as 
on^ laWy conlifting of two tables, con- 
taining the rule of his government, and 
the meafure of his fubjeds. obedience ; 
or as one fyjiem, compofed of different 
pants and powers, but all duly propor- 
tioned to one another, and confp'ring by 
their harmony to the perfection of the 
whole. He will make one, and but one 
diftin<llion between his rights, and thofe 
pf his people : he will look on his to be 
^trifji, ^xiAxhtm^ property. He will dif- 
cern, that he can have a right to no more 
than is trufted to him by the conftitution : 
and that his people, who had an original 
right to the whole by the law of nature, 
can have the fole indefeazable right to any 
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part ; and really have fuch a nght to that 
part which they have rcfervcd to them* 
fclvcs. In fine^ the confiitiuion will be 
reverenced by him as the law of God and 
of man ; ^t force of which binds the 
king as much as the meanelt fu^ed, and 
therra/M of which binds him much more. 
Thus he will think, and on thefe prio- 
dples he will a^^ whether he come to the 
throne by immediate or remote eledion. 
I fay remote ; for in hereditary monar- 
chies, where men are not t\t&,t6yfamiRts 
are : and therefore fome authors would 
have it believed, that when a family has 
been once admitted, and an hereditary 
right to the crown recognized in it, that 
right cannot be forfeited, nor that throne 
become vacant, as long as any heir of the 
family remains. How much more agree- 
ably to truth and to common fenfe would 
thefe authors have written, if they* had 
maintained, that every prince wbo comes 
to a crown in the courfe of fucceffion. 
Were he the laji of five hundred, comes 
to it under xht fame conditions under 
which the/r/?took it, whether expreflcci 
. or 
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or implycd ; as Wfsll as under thofc, if any 
fuch there be, which have been |ince made 
by legal authority: and that royal blood 
can give no right, nor length of fiKrccf- 
fion any prcicription, againft the confti-r 
tution of a government ? Thtjirft and 
the A^ hold by iht fame tenure, 

I mention this the rather, becaufe I 
have an imperftd: remembrance, that 
fome fcribler was employed^ or employed 
himfelf, to aflert the hereditary right of 
the prefent royal family* A taflc fo. un* 
neceflary to any good purpofe, that I-ber 
lieve a fufjpicion arofc of its having been 
defigned for a bad one. A patriot ki^g 
will never countenance fujCh impertiijent 
fUIacies, nor deign to lean on brokea 
reeds. He knows that his right is found- 
ed on the laws of God and man ^ that none 
can Hiake it but himfelf, and that his own 
virtue is fufficient to mamtain it againft 
all oppofition. 

. I have dwelt the longer on the^r;^*a4 

general principles of mpnarchical govern^ 

ment^ and have recurred the oftener to 

them I be(»ufe it f^cms to me that th^y 

I z are 
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are th^ feeds oi patriotifm^ which muft 
be fowed as foon as pofi)ble ii) the mind 
of a prince, left their growth ftipuld b^ 
checked by rank luxuriant weeds, which 
are apt to abound in fuch foils, and under 
which no crop of kingly virtue? can eyer 
flourifli. A prince, who does not know 
the true principles^ cannot propofe to him- 
fclf the (rue ends oi government : and he^ 
who does not propofe them, will never 
diredt hiscondudlfteadily to them. Ther^ 
is not a deeper, nor a finer obfervation in 
all my Lord Bacon's works, than one 
which I fhall apply and paraphrafe on 
this occafion. The moft compendiaus, 
the moft noble, and the moft effcd:ua.l 
remedy which can be oppofed to the uh-^ 
certain and irregular motions of the hu- 
man mind, agitated by various p^ffions^ 
allured by various temptations, inclining 
fometimcs towards a ft ate of moral per- 
fcftion, and oftener even in the beft to- 
wards a ftate of moral depravation, is this. 
We muft chufe betimes fuch virtuous ob-- 
jeBs as are proportioned to the mean? we 
have of purfuing them, and as belong 

parti- 
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particularly fo^ ihtjiattoris we are in, and 
to the duties of thofe ftations. We muft 
deternitne arid'j^Af our minds in fuch man- 
ner upon tliem, that the pur fu it of them 
may become the bufinefs^ and the attain- i 
ment of them the endo( bur whole lives. 
Thus we flldl imitate the great opera- 
tions of nature, and not the feeble, flow^ 
•and imperfedt operations of art. We 
muft not proceed, in forming the mor^l 
charaftei', as a ftatuary proceeds inform- 
ing a ftatue, who works fometinies on the 
face, fbmetimes on one part, and fome- 
timies on another : but we muft proceed, 
and it is in our power to proceed, as na* 
tiirc does ia forming a flower,' aih animal, 
or any other of her produftioris ; rudi^ 
menia partium omnium Jimul parit & pro^ 
diicit. ** She throws out altogether, and 
** at'once, the whole fyfiem of every be- 
" ing, and the rudiments of all theparts." 
The vegetable or the animal grows in 
bulk, and increafes in ftrength; but is the 
jame from the firji. Juft fo our patriot \ 
king muft Be a patriot from the iirft. He i 
niuft be fuch in refolution, |?efore he i 
I 3 grows ' 
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grows fuch in pr^iiftice. He muft fix at 
once the general principles and^nds of all 
hi& adipDs, and determine th9t his whole 
condud (hall be regulated by thea)» and 
dire<3:ed to themi,- When he has done 
this, he will h^c turned, by one great 
effort, the b^nt of his mind {q ftrongly 
towards the ^ffec^ion of a kingly cha- 
raider, that he will cxcrcife with eafe, 
and as it were by a natural determina^ 
tion, all the virtues of it ; which will he 
fuggeftcd to him on every occafion by the 
principles wherewith his mind is imbued, 
and by thofe ends that are the conftant 
objefe of his attention. 

Let us then fee in what mauner, apd 
with what. tfk(\ he will do this, upon 
the grcatcft occafion he can have of ex* 
crcifing thefe virtues, the maintenance oi 
liberty^ and the re-efiahlifrment of ^free 
conjiitution^ 

The freedom of a con ftitu tion refts ou 
two points. The orders of it are one : 
fo Machi AVEL calls them^ and I know 
not how to call them more fignificantly; 
He means not only the forms and cuf- 

toms. 
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toms, butJthe different dafles and aflem- 
blics of mcii, with different powers and 
privikges attributed to them, which arc 
cftabliflied in the ftate. The Jpirit and 
cbaraSter of the peaple are the other. On 
the mutual conformity jMid harmony of 
thefe the prefervation of liberty depends. 
To take away, oreflcntiaHy to alter the 
former, cannbt be brought tbpafs, whilft 
the latt^ remains in original purity arid 
vigour: nor can liberty be deftroyed by 
this; method, unlefe the attempt be made 
with a liiilitary force fufficient to conc^uc'r 
the nation, which would not fubmit in 
this cafe till it was conquered, nor with 
much fecurity to the conqueror even then. 
Btit thefe orders of the ftate may be cf- 
fentially altered, and fervc more eflfeaa- 
ally to the deftrudion of liberty than the 
taking of them away would ferve, if thfe 
Jpirii and cbaraSier of the people are 
lofl. 

Now this method of deftroying li- 
berty is the mofl dangerous on ma- 
ny accounts, particularly on this; that 
even the reign of the weakeft prince, 
I 4 and 
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and the policy of the weakeft miniTtrf^ 
may cfkA the dcftrudiorr, when drcom- 
fcances are favourable to this method. If 
a people is growing corrupt, there is no 
need of capacity to contrive, nor of in- 
.finuation to gain, nor of plaufibility to 
feducf, nor of eloquence to perfuade, 
nor of authority to impofe, nor of cou- 
rage to attempt. The moft incapable, 
aukward, ungracious, (hocking, profli* 
gate, and timerous wretches, invefced 
with pov^rer, and maftcrs of the purfe, 
will be fufficlent for the work, when the 
people are complices in it. Luxury is ra- 
pacious; let them feed it; the more it is 
fed, the more profufe it will grow. Want 
ifi the confequencc of profulion, venality 
of want, and dependance of venality. By 
this progreflion, the fir ft men of a nation 
will become the penfioners of the leaft j 
and he who has talents, the moft implicit 
tool to him v^rho has none. The dif- 
temper will foon defcend, not indeed to 
make a depofite Mow^ and to remain 
there, but to pervade the whole body^ 

It may feem a lingular, but it is per- 
haps a true propofition, that fach a king 

and 
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indifacha miniffryaremwelfeefy to A'- 

^/;irand typirfurv9\thfuec<!&y th» method 

of deftfoying a free cbnftitationcof go- 

verilmcm, than a king arid ajuiniftfy 

that werd held in great edeehi would bi« 

This very eJieeTri might put many on their 

guard agaiuft the latter ; but the former 

iriay draw from corlt^mpt .the advantage 

. of not bein^ feared : and an advantage this 

is in the beginning of corrupdon. Men are 

willing to excufe, not only to others, but 

to themfelvesi th^ firft fteps they take in 

. vice, and efpccially in vice that aflfeds the 

public, and whereof the public has a 

right to complain. Thofc therefore who 

might wit hftand' corruption in one cafe, 

ffoni a perfuafioh that the confequence 

' was tea certain to leave them any excufe, 

jnay yield to it when they can flatter 

themfcUcs, and endeavour to-flatter others, 

that liberty cannot be deftroyed, nor the 

•conflitution be demolished by fucb hands 

as hold the fcepter, and- guide the reins 

of the adtniniftration. But al&s ! the flat^ 

tery is grofs, and the excufe- without cOr 

lour. Thefemen may ruin their country, 

bit 
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but they canQotumpofe on any, unleTsit 
be on themfelves. Nor will even this im- 
poiition on themfelves be long neceflary; 
Their coniciences will be foon feared, by 
bidfit and by example : and thqr> who 
wanted an excu/e to iegi\ will want none 
to €01^ rtui and to compledt the tr^dy of 
tbciD country^ Old men will outlive the 
fhame of lofiiig liberty, and young men 
win arifc who know not that it ever dr- 
ifted. A fpirit ^flavery will oppofe and. 
opprefe the fpirit of liberty, and feem at 
leafl: to be the genius of the nadon. Soeb 
too it will become in time, when eorrap^ 
tion has once grown to this height^ unk^ 
the progrefs of it can be interrupted. 

How ineftimable a bleffing therefore 
muft the fucceilion of a patriot kmg be 
cfteemed in fuch circumilances a$ iheiiy 
which would be a bleffing, and a great 
ofie too, in any other ? He, ^nd he alone^ 
can fave a country whofe ruin is fb far 
advanced. The utmoft that private men 
can do, who remain untainted by the ge- 
neral contagion, is to keep the fpirit of li^ 
berty alive in a few breafts; toproteft 

againft 
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againft what they cannot hinder, and to 
ckim on every occafion what they canfioo 
by their own ftrength recover. 

Machiavel has treated,, in the dif« 
eourfes before cited, thisqueftion, ^ wbe- 

* ther, when the people arc grown cor^ 

* rupt^ a free government can be main*- 

* tained, if they enjoy U4 of eftabltflied, 
y if they enj<^y it not Y And upon the 
whole niatter he concludes iot the diffi^ 
cnlty, or rather the impoflibility, of ibo- 
ceeding in either cafe. It will be worth 
whUe to obferve his way of reafbning. He 
SiSa:is very truly, and proves by the c:r- 
ample of ^he I^/Mffconunon wealthy that 
thofe ^r^/ifri which are proper to maintain 
liberty, wbiift a people, reinain uncor* 
rupr, becon»9 improper and hurtful to 
liberty .when a people is grown corrupt* 

^iTTp remedy jhis abufe, new. laws alone 
will not be fufficicnt. Th^fe orders there^ 
fore muft be ohanged^^ according to bioi, 
and the conAitution mail: be adapted ta 
the depraved manne«s<2lthq peQf)l9. He 
/hews,. that fuch a change in the orders, 
and :cooftituent parts of the government. 
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is impradicable, whether the attempt be 
jinade by gentle and flow, or by violent 
and precipitate meafures : and from thence 
he concludes, that a free commonwealth 
can neither be maitttained hy a corrupt 
people^ nor be e^ailtjhed zmong them. But 
he adds, that * if this can poflibly be done, 
' * it muft be done by drawing the confti- 

* ttttion to the monarchical form of go- 
^ vernment/ ^ctacbe ^uem huomini i 
guali dalle leggi non pojfono ejfere cor ret ft, 

juffero da unapodeftd^ in qualcbe modo^fri^ 
nati. ' That a corrupt people^ whom kw 

* cannot corrci?:, niay be reftrained and 

* correaed by a kingly ptmer."^ Here is 
the hinge on which the whole turns. 

Another advantage that zjree monar^ 
cby has over all other forms of free gorern- 
ment, bcfides the ad vantage of being more 
cafily and morfc ufefuUy tampered witit , 
ariftocratical and democratical powers, 
which is mentioned above, is this. Thtofe 
governments arc made up of different 
parts^ and are apt fo be disjointed by the 
ftiocks to which they are expofcd : but a 
free monarchical gbveYnmefli is more 

compact 
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copapa<3;, bccaufe there is 2i part the tmn 
that ke^pSy like the i^y-Jiq^e of a vault, 
the whole building together. They c^- 
not be mended in a ftate of corruption, 
they muft dc in efFecSl conjlituped anew^ 
and in that attempt they may be diflblved 
for ever : but this is not the cafe of a free 
moaarfecy. To prefcrye liberty hy new 
kws an4 new fchemes of governna?nt, 
whilft the corruption of a people r^//- 
tmes znd grows, is absolutely impoffible 
every where i but to reftore and to ppe^ 
fcrve it under 0}^ lajys| ^i|d an aid cpofti- 
tution, ;by reinfufing into the minds of 
mcnthc/jlfdnt of ibis conjiituticn^ is not 
only poffible, but is, in a particplar man- 
ner, eafy to a king. A corrupt common- 
wealth remans withput remedy, tho ail 
the Qr4ers and fbri^s of it fubfift : a free 
i» monarchical govetnmeijt cannot remma , 
afefolfUtely lo, as longas the orders and forim. 
of the conftitutiorj fal^ft. Tb^k alone ^k 
indeed nothing more than the dead letter 
of freedom, or mafks of liberty. In the 
firftcharadjer they ferye to no good pur- 
pofe whatfoever ; inthefecond.tbey ferve 

3 
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to a bad one, becaufe tyranny, or govern* 
ment by "will, becomes more fevere, and 
more iecure, under therr difguiie, than it 
vould if it was barcficcd and avowed. 
Bet a king can, cafily to himfelf, and 
without violence to his people, renew the* 
^>it of liberty in their minds, quicken 
diis dead letter, and pull o£F this mask. 

As ibon as corruption ceafcs to be an 
expedient of government, ^nd it wilt 
ccaie to be fuch as fbon as a patriot king" 
is raifed to the throne^ ^t panacea is ap- 
plied i the ifHrit of die conftitution re- 
vtfCS of courfe i and as faft as it revives^ 
Ae orders and forms of the conftitution 
arcrcftored to their primitive inicgrity/ 
and become what they were intended to 
be 5 real barriers againft arbitrary power,' 
not bUnds nor majks under which tyranny- 
may lie concealed. Depravation of nian- 
xierscxpofed the conftitution to ruin 5 re-- 
formation will fecure it. Men decline* 
cafily from virtue ; for there is a devil too 
^n the political fyftem, a conftanttemp-^ 
ter at hand : a patriot king will want nci^- 
tber power nor inclination to cafl: out this: 

^ devili 
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devil, to make the temptation' ccafe, and 
to deliver his fubjeds if not from the 
guilt, yet from theconfequence, of their 
fall., :^Under him, they will not only ccalb 
to do evil, but learn to do well 5 forty 
rendering public virtue and real capacity 
the fole meansof acquiring any degree of 
power or profit in the ftat^ Jhe wjiH.fet 
the paffionsof their hearts^^n the ftdc of 
liberty and good govemm^t* A p«l0Ot . 
king is the moft- powerful <3f all reform-/ 
ers;^ for be.vi& himfdf a fort of ftanding 
miracle, fo rafdiy ^eifeaad £> little un-'t 
dcrftood, that tte furecffefts of his ap^ 
pearance wiU be admiraiioa and love in 
every boneft bicaft,confufion and terror 
to every guilty confcicnce, but fubmiilion 
and refignation in all. A new people 
will ftem to arife with a hew king.* In- 
numerable mctamorphofes, like thofe 
which poets feign, will happen in very 
deed : arrd while men arc confcious that 
they are the fame individuals, the difFe-. 
renceof their fcntiments will almoft pcr- 
fuadethem that they are changedinto dif-- 
fcrent bcmgs. 

But that we may not exped more 
J from 
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|:p9i/och a kixig than evea he con per^ 
form, it is nccqflary to premife another 
gqieral oi>icrvatipn, after >vhk:h I £^ali 
defcend intoioav^ that will bp moce par- 
ticular. 

Abfojijte .ft^bilUy is not to beexpcflcd 
in any thing humgo ; for that which exifts 
imoiutably c^i&s'&^on^mcQGk^ily^ and tbi$ 
attribute of !the Saprerpe B^ing c^n nei- 
ther belong to raan> nor to the works of 
man. The bp^ inftitjited gpverpmerUs, 
like the heft ?Qpftvtuted anii»Jjl bpdies, 
carry in tbepi :the feeds of their de- 
feuiStion ; >and tjio they grpw and ioi- 
prove for a time, they will foon tjsnd 
vifibly to their c}ifl9lution. Every hour 
they live is an hour the lefs that they huive 
to live* AJl that can be done therefore 
to prolong the duration of a good go- 
vernment, is to draw it back, on every fa- 
vourable occafion, to the Jirji good prin- 
ciples on which it was. founded. When 
thefe occafions happen often, and are well 
improved, fuch governments are profpe-r 
rous and durable. When they happen 
fcldom, or are ill improved, thefe poll-* 
tical bodies live in pain or in languor, and 
die foon. A 
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A patriot king affords one of the occa- 
fions I mention in a free monarchical 
flate, and the very beft that can happen. 
It fhould be improved, like fnatches of 
fair weather at fea, to repair the da- 
mages fuftained in the laft ftorm, and to 
prepare to refift the next For fuch a 
king cannot fecure to his people a fuccef- 
iion of princes like himfelf. He will do 
all he can towards it, by his e^fample and 
by his inftruftion. But after all, the 
royal mantle will not convey the fpirit of 
patriotifm into another king, as the man- 
tle of Elijah did the gift of prophecy into 
another prophet. The utmoft he can do, 
and that which defer ves the utmoft gra- 
titude from his fubjeds, is to reftore good 
govemmctit, to revive the fpirit of it, 
and to maintain and confirm both, during 
the whole courfe of his reign. The reft 
his people muft do for themfelve$. If 
they do not, they will have none but 
themfelves to blame: if they do, they 
will have the principal obligation to him. 
In all events they will have been free, 
.iaen one reign the longer by his means, 
K and 
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and perhaps more; fince be ^ill fcave 
them much better prepared and difpofed 
to defend their liberties, than he found 
them^ 

This general obfervation being made, 
let us now defcend, in fome detail, to the 
particular j?<f/j and meafures that foqh a 
king muft purfue, to merit a niuch no- 
bler title than all thofe which many prin- 
ces of the weft, as well as the eaft^ are (o 
proud to accumulate, 

JFirft theft, he muft begin to govern 
as foon as he begins to reign. For the 
very firft fteps he makes in government 
will give the firft impreflion, and as it 
were the prefage of his reign j and may be 
of great importance in many other rc- 
fpefts befides that of opinion and reputa- 
tion. His firft care willbe, . no doubt, to 
purge bis court ^ and to call into thc^ ad- 
miniftration fuch men, as he can affuisc 
himfelf willy?ri;^ on \S\^ fame frincipin 
on which he intends to g€Vinj. . . 
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As to the firft point j if the precedent 
feign has been bad, we know how he 
will find the court compofed. The men 
in power will be fofne of thofc adven- 
furerSj bu fy and bold, who thru ft and 
crowd themfeWcs early into the intrigue 
of party and the management of affairs" 
of ft ate, often without true ability, al-* 
ways without true ambition, or even the 
appearances of virtue: who mean no- 
thing more than what is called making a 
fortune, the acquiiition of wealth to fa- 
tisfy avarice, and of titles and ribbands 
to fatisfy vanity t Such as thefe are fure 
to be employed by a weak, or a wicked 
king: they impofe on the firft, and are- 
chofen by the laft. Nor is it marvellous 
that they are (o^ fince every other want 
is fupplied in them by the want of good* 
principles and a good confcience; and 
fince thefe defedls become minifterial per- 
feclions, in a reign when meafures are 
purfaed and defigns carried on that eve-* 
ry honcft man will difapprove. All the 
proftitutes who C^t themfelves to fale, all 
the locufts who devour the land, with 
K z crowds 
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crowds of fpies, parafites and fycophaAts, 
will furrpund the throne under the pa- 
tronage of fach minifters; and whole 
fwarms of little noifome, naihclefs in- 
feds will hum and buzz in every corner 
of the court. Such minifters will be caft 
ofF, and fuch abettors of a nuniftry will 
be chafed away together, and at <Hjce, 
by a patriot king. 

Some of them perhaps will be aban* 
donedbybim; not to party-fury, but to 
national juftice; not to fate private rc- 
fentments, and to ferve particular inter- 
efts, but to make fatisfadtion for wrongs 
done to their country, and to ftand as 
examples of terror to future adminiftra- 
tions. Clemency makes, no doubt, an 
amiable part of the charader I attempt 
to draw -, but clemency to be a virtue, 
rnuft have its bounds like other virtues, 
and furely thefe bounds are extended 
enough by a maxim I have read fome- 
where, that frailties and even vices may 
be pafsed over, but not enormous crimes : 
multa donanda ingeniis puto\ feddonanda 
vitiay fion portenta. 

Among 

4 
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Among the bad company with which 
fuch a court will abound, may be rec* 
fconed a fort of men too low to be muph 
regarded, and too high to be quite ncgleft- 
cd; the lumber of every admin iftration, 
the furniture of every court. Thefe gilt 
carved things are feklom anfwerable for 
more than the men on a chefe-board, who, 
arc fciovcd about at will, and on whom the 
condud of the game is not to be charged. 
Some of thefe every prince muft have 
about him. The pageantry of a court 
requires that he fhould, and this pagean- 
try, like many other dcfpicable things, 
ought not to be laid aiide. But as much 
famenefs as there may appear in the cha- 
raders of this fort of men, there is one di- 
ftindtion that will be made, when ever a 
good prince ' fucceeds to the throne after 
an iniquitous adminiftration : the diftin- 
dion I mean is, between thofe who have 
aflfcfted to dip themfclves deeply in prc- 
^Cedcnt iniquities, and thofe who have had 
.the. virtue to keep aloof from them, or the 
good luck not to be calle4 to any fliare in 
K 3 t:c.7i 
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them. Artd thu3 much for the firft point, 
that of purging his court. 

As to the fecond, that of callidg to his 
adminiftration fuch men as he can affure 
himfelf vrWXferve on t\it fame principle t 
pn which he intends to govern^ there is 
no need to enlarge much up>n it. A 
good prince will no more chufb ill men, 
than a wife prince will chufe fools. De-* 
ception in one cafe is indeed mor6 eafy 
than in t\xc other 5 bccaufe a knave may 
be an artful hypocrite, whereas a ijlly 
fellow can never impofe himfelf for ^ 
man of fenfe. And lea ft of all, in a coun- 
try like ours, can either of thefe decep- 
tions happen, if any degree of the difcern- 
ment qf fpirits be employed to chufe* 
The reafon is. becaufe every man here, 
who ftands forward enough in rank and 
reputation to be called to the councils of 
his king, muft have given proofs before- 
hand of his patriotifm as well as of his 
capacity, if he has either,- fufficient to 
determine his general charadler. 

There 
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There is, however, one di(tin<aion to 
l)e oiade as to the capacity of minlfter^ 
ea which I will iniift a little: bec^uiel 
think it very important at all times, par- 
ticularly fo at this time ; and becaqfe it 
-efcapesobfervation moft commonly. The 
diflindion I mean is that between a cun;- 
ning man and a wife man : and this di- 
ilindion is built on a manifeft difference 
in nature, how imperceptible foevcr it 
may become to weak eyes, or to eyes 
that look at their objedt thro the falfe 
medium of cuftom and habit. My lord 
Bacon fays, that cunning is left-handed or 
crooked wifdom^ I would rather fay that 
it is a part, but the loweft part of wiP 
dom ; employed alone by {omcj becaufe 
they have not the other parts to employ: 
and by fomc, becaufe it is as much as they 
want, within thofe bounds of attion 
which they prefer ibe to themfelves, and 
fufficient to the ends that they propofe. 
The difference feems to confift in degree 
and application, rather than in kind. 
Wifdom is neither left-handed, nor crook- 
ed; but the heads of fome men contain 
K 4 little. 
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little, and the hearts of others cfmploy it 
wrong. To ufc my lord Bacon*s own 
comparifon, the cunning man knows how 
to pack the cards, the wife man how to 
play the game better : but it would be of 
no ufe to the firft to pack the cards, if his 
Icnowledge flopped here, and he had no 
ikill in the game ; nor to the fecond, to 
play the game better, if he did not know 
how to pack the cards, that he might 
unpack them by new ihuffling. Inferior 
wifdocn or gunning may get the better 
of folly ; but fuperior wifdom will get the 
better of cunning. Wifdom and cunning 
have often the fame objcdls ; but a wife 
man will have more and greater in his 
view. The leaft will not fill his foul, nor 
ever become the principal there j but will 
be purfued in fubfcrviency, in fubordina- 
tion at leaft, to the other. Wifdom and 
cunning may employ fometimes the fame 
means too : but the wife man ftoops to 
thefc means, and the other cannot rife 
above them. Simulati6n and diffimula- 
tion for inftance arc the chief arts of cun- 
ning : the firft will be efteemed always 

by 
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by a wife man unworthy of hiin, and will 
be therefore avoided by him, in every 
poffible cafe ; for, to refome my lord Ba^ 
con's comparifon, fimulation is put on that 
we may look intb the cards of another, 
whereas diflimulation intends nothing 
Tiiore than to hide our own. Simulation 
IS a ftiletto, not only an ofFenfivc, but 
an unlawful weapon; and the ufe of it 
may be rarely, very rarely, excufed, but 
never juftified. Diflimulation is a (bield, 
-as fecrecy is armour: and it is no more 
pofiibleto preferve fecrecy in the admi- 
niftration of publick affairs without fome 
degree of diiEmulation, than it is to fuc- 
cced in it without fecrecy. Thofe two 
arts of cunning are like the alloy min- 
gled with pure ore. A little is neceflary 
and will not debafe th6 Coin below it's 
proper ftandard ; but if more than that 
little be employed, the coin lofcs it*s cur- 
rency, and the coiner his credit. 

We may obferve much the fame differ 
rence between wifdpn) and cunning, both 
as to the objcfts they propofe, and to the 
paeans they employ, as we obferve between 

the 
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the vifual powers <^ difierent aKfil. One 
fees diflindly the objeds tba| are near to 
him, their immediate reldtions^ and thek 
dire^l tendencies ; and a fight like this 
ferves well enough the purpofe of thofe 
who concern themfelves no further. The 
cunning miniiler is one ofthoTe: benev- 
'thcr fees nor is concerned to fee any fur- 
ther, than his perfpnal interefts, and the 
fupport of his adminiilration require. If 
fuch a man overcomes any adtual diffi^ 
culty, avoids any immediate diftrefs, or, 
without doing either of thefe effeftually, 
gains a little time, by all the low artifice 
which cp^nnin^ is ready to fuggeft and 
bafenefs of mind to employ ; he triumphs, 
and is flattered by his mercenary train on 
the great eveat, which amounts often to 
no more than this, that he got into diftrefs 
by one feries of faults, and out of it by 
another. The wife minifter fees, and is 
concerned to fee further, bccaufe govern'- 
ment has a further concern : he fees the 
objciSs that are diftant as well as thofe 
. that are near, and all their remote rela- 
tions, and even their indirect tendencies. 
' He 
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He thinks of faim ^s welt as^f appl^ufe^ 
a*n<J prefers thatj^whkh to^e ej^oyed muft 
be given, to that which may be bpHght, 
He confiders his adminiftration as a fingle 
day ifl the great year of government ; 
btft as a day that is aife^d by thofe 
which went before^ and tha^ muft aS'edt: 
thofe which arc Iq foUbw. He combines 
thtr^ore and cotn pares all thefe obj^dl^ 
relations, and tfendciicies, and the judg- 
ment he makes dp an entire^ not a partial 
furvcy of thecDv is the rule of his con- 
duft. That fcbcnic of die feafon of 
ftate whidi lies 0{>en before a wife mini* 
fi:er contains all the great principles of 
government, and all the great interefts of 
his country: foth^tas he prepares fom© 
events, he prej^res ^gainft ofehefs, whe- 
ther they be likely to happen during his 
adminiftration, or in fome future time. 

Many reflections might be added to 
thefe, and many examples be brought to 
illuftrate them. Some T could draw from 
the men I have feen at the head of bufir 
nefs, and make very ftrong corftrafts of 
men of great wifdom with thofe of meer 

cunning. 
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ciinning. But I conclude this head» that 
I may proceed to another of no lefs 
importance. 

To cfpoufe no party, but to govern 
like the common father of his people, 
is {0 eilential to the charader of a patriot 
king, that he who does otherwife, forfeits 
the title. It is the peculiar privilege and 
glory of this chara^er, that princes who 
maintain it, and they alone, are fo far 
from the neceiSty, that they are not ex- 
pofed to the temptation, of governing by 
a party : vrhich muft always end in the 
government of a faSion ; the fadlion of 
the prince if he has ability, the fadion of 
his minifters if he has not, and either one 
way or other in the oppreffion of the people. 
Voxfadiion is to party what thtfuperla-^ 
five is to the pofitive : party is a politi- 
cal evil, and faSiion is the wor^ of all 
parties. The true image of a free people^ 
governed by a patriot king, is that of a 
f patriarchal family, where the head and 
1 all the members are united by one com- 
mon intercft, and animated by one com- 
mon 
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men fpirit ; and where, if any are perverfe 
enough to have another, they will be foon 
borne down by the fuperiority of thofc 
who have the (atne ; and far from ma- 
king a divifion^ they will but conlEirm 
the union of the little ftate. That to 
approach as near as poflible to theie ideas 
of perfed government, and focial happi- 
nefs under it, is deiirable in every ftate, 
no man will be abfnrd enough to deny. 
The fole queftion is therefore, how near 
to them it is poflible to attain ? For, if 
this attempt be not abfolutely impractica- 
ble, all the views of a patriot king will 
be direded to make it fucceed. Inftead 
of abetting the divifions of his people, 
he will endeavour to unite them, and to 
be himfelf the center of their union: 
inftead of putting himfelf at the head of 
one party in order to govern his people^ 
he will put himfelf at the head of bis 
people in order to govern, or more pro- 
perly to fubdue ^/Z /jrftVi. Now, to ar-: 
rive at this defirable union^ and to ifeain- 
tain it, will be found more difficult ia 
fome cafes than in others, but abfolutely 

impof- 
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impoffible in none, to a wife and goctf 
prince^ 

If hk people 2^t umted in their fob-* 
miffion to him, and in their attachn^nt 
to the eftabliQied government, he muft 
hot only efpoufe but create a party, in 
order to govern by one : and what (boukt 
tempt him to pnrfue fo wild a meafure ? 
,A prince who aims at mere power than- 
the conftitution gives him, may be fo 
tempted ; becaufe he may hope to obtain 
in the aiforders of the ftate what cannot 
be obtained in quiet times; and becauf(? 
contending parties will give what a na- 
tion will not. Parties, even before they 
degenerate into abfolute /actions, are ftilf 
numbers of men jaffociated together for 
certain piirpofes, and certain intcrefts, 
which ^tQ not, or which arc not allowed 
to be thofe of the community by others; 
A more private or perforlal intereft comes 
bat too foon, and too often, to be fupcr- 
added, and to grow predominant in them : 
and when it does fo, whatever occafion3 
or principlas b^n to form them, the 
- * fame 
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faitit logic prevaik in t^em that prevaiU 
in every churth. The intereft of Ch« 
^t^ is Aippofed to be that of the partf, 
M the intereil of religion is fuppefed to bd 
that of the church: and, with this pre- 
tence or prepofibflion, the int^reft of the 
Aate becomes, like that of rehgion, a re* 
mote confidcratien, is never purfucd for 
it's own fake, and is often facrificed to the 
other. A kirig, therefore, who has ill de- 
ligns to carry on, muft endeavour todit 
vide an united people ; and, by blending ot 
feeming to blend his interefts with that 
of a party, he may fiscceed perhaps ; and 
his party and he may (hare the fpoils of 
a ruined nations but fueb a party is then 
become a fa(!tion, fuch a king is a tyrant^ 
and fueh a government is a eonfpiraey, 
A patriot king muft renounce his charac- 
ter to have fuch defigns, or a<ftagairift his 
own defigns to purfue fuch methods. 
Both are too abfurd to ht foppofed. It 
remains therefore, that as all the good 
ends of government are moft attainable 
in an united ftate, and as the divifions of . 
a people can ferve to bad purpofes alone, 

the 
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the king we Cuppofe here will deem the 
union of his fubjedts his greateft advan- 
tage, and will think himfelf happy to 
find that eftabli(hed, which he would 
have employed the whole labour of his 
life to bring about. This feems fo plsdn, 
that 1 am ready to make excufes for hav^ 
ing infilled at all upon it. 

Let us turn oltrfelves to another fup* 
pofition, to that of a divided ftate. This 
will fall in oftener with the ordinary 
courfc of things in free governments, and 
efpecially after iniquitous and weak ad- 
miniflrations. Such a ftate may be bet* 
ter or worfe, and the great and good pur- 
pofes of a patriot king more or lefs at- 
tainable in it, according to the different 
nature of thofe divijons^ and therefore 
we will confider this ftate in different 
lights. 

A people ma^ be united in fubmiffion 
to the prince, and to the eftabliftimcntj 
and yet be divided about general princi-- 
pies, or particular meafures of govern- 
ment 
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ment. In the firft cafe, they will do by 
their conftitutiori what has been frequent- 
ly done by the Scripture,, ftrain it to their 
own notions and prejudices; and if they 
cannot ftrain itj alter it as much as is ne- 
ceflary to render it conformable to them. 
In the fecpnd, they will fupport or op- 
pofe particular ads of adminiftrations, 
and defend, or attack the perfons em- 
ployed in them: and both thefe ways a 
.conflid of parties may arife, but no great 
difficulty to a prince who determines to 
purfue the union of his fubjeds, and the 
profperity of his kingdoms, independently 
of all parties. 

. When parties are divided by different 
notions and principles concerning fome 
particular ecclefiaftical or civil inftitutions, 
the conftitution, which ftiould be their 
rule, muft be that of the prince. He 
may and. he ought to fhew his diflike or 
his favour, as he judges the conftitution 
may be hurt or improved, by one fide or 
the other. The hurt he is never to fufFer, 
not for his own fake ; and therefore furely 
not for the fake of any whimfical, fadious, 
L or 
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or ambitious fett of men. The improve- 
ment he muft always defirc, but as every 
new modification, in a fcheme of govern*- 
ment and of national policy, is of great 
importance, and requires more and deep- 
er confideration than the warmth and hur- 
ry and raflinefs of party-condufl: admit, 
the duty of a prince feetns to require 
that he fhould render by his influence the 
proceedings more orderly and more deli-^ 
berate^ even when he approves the end 
to which they are direftcd. AH this may 
be done by him without fomenting divi- 
fion ; and far frorti forming, or efpouf- 
ing a party, he will defeat party in dt- 
[ fence of the conftitution, on fome occa- 
Ifions ; and lead men from ading with a 
?party-fpirit, to a<ft with a national fpirit, 
'on others. 

When the divifion is zhavit particular 
meafures of government, and the condud 
of the adminiftration is alone concerned, 
a patriot king will ftand in want of par- 
ty as little as in any other cafe. Under 
his reign, the opportunities of forming an 
oppofnion of this fort wfll be rare, and' 

the 
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iht pretences generally weak. Nay the 
hiotivcs to it will lofe much of their force,' 
When a government is ftrong in reputa- 
tion, and men are kept in good humoui* 
by feeling the rod of a party on no oc- 
cafion, tho they feel the weight of thii 
fcepter on fome. Such opportunities how-* 
tver may happen, and there may be rea-* 
ion as well as pretences fometihies for op- 
pofition even in luch a reign : at leaft wd 
will fuppofe fo, that we may inclode in 
this argument every contingent cafe. Grie- 
vances then are complained of, miftakes 
and abufes in government arc pointed out^ 
iand minifters are profecuted by their ene- 
mies. Shall the prince on the throne 
form a party by intrigue, and by feci-eC 
and corrupt influence, to oppofe the pro- 
feciition ? When the prince and the mi-^ 
ififters are participe's crimihisy \Vheh every 
thing is to be defended, left fomething 
fhoUld come otit, that may unravel thd 
filly wicked fcheme, and difclofe to pub- 
lic light the whole turpitude of the ad- 
miniftration ; there is no help, this muf! 
be done, and fuch a party muft be formed, 
L 2 becauW 
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becaufe fuch a party alone will fubmit tb 
a drudgery of this kind. But a prince, 
who is not in thefe circumftances, will 
not have recourfe to thefe means. He has 
others more open, more noble, and more 
efFedlual in his power: he knows^that the 
views of his government are right, and 
that the tenor of his admin iftration ia 
gopd ; but he knows that neither he nor 
his toinifters are infallible, nor impecca- 
ble. There may be abufes in his govern- 
ment, miftakes in his adminiftration, and 
guilt in his minifters, which he has not 
obferved: and he will be far from im- 
puting the complaints, that give him occa- 
fion to obfcrve them, to a fpirit of party;, 
much lefs will he treat thofe who carry 
on fuch profecutions in a legal manner aa 
incendiaries, and as enemies to his go- 
vernment. On the contrary^ he will di- 
ftinguifh^ the voice of his people from the 
clamour of a fadtion, and will hearken 
to it. He will redrefs grievances, cor- 
redt errors, and reform or punifh mini- 
fters. This he will do as a good prince : 
and as a wife one, he will do it in fuch a 

manner 
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manner that his dignity ihall be main- 
tained, and that his authority ftiallincreafe 
with his reputation by it. 

Should the efforts of a meer faftion be 
Jbent to calumniate his government, and 
to diftrefs the adminiftration on ground- 
'lefs pretences, and for' infufficient rea- 
fons ; he will not negleft, but he will 
not apprehend neither, the {hort-lived and 
contemptible fcheme. He will indeed have 
no reafon to do fo ; for let the factors of 
fnale-adminiftration, whenever an oppo- 
sition is made to it, affeftto intinuate as 
much as they pleafe, that their mailers 
are in no other circumftances than thofe 
to which the very beft minifters ftand ex- 
}>ofed, objefts of general envy and of par- 
ticular malice, it will remain eternally 
true, that groundlefs oppofition, in a 
well-regulated monarchy, can never be 
ftrong and durable. To be convinced of 
the truth of this propofition, one needs 
only to rcfled: how many well-grounded 
attacks have been defeated, and how few 
have fucceeded, againft the moft wicked 
^nd the weakeft adminiftrations. Every 
L 3 king 
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l&ing of Britain has means enough in hif 
power to defeat and to calm oppofition. 
^ut a patriot king, above all others, may 
iafely refl his caufe on the innocency of 
his adminiftration, on the conftitutional 
^rength of the crown, and on the con- 
purrencc of his people, to whom he dareS 
jlppeal, and by whom he will be fup- 
ported. 

To conclude all I will fay on the divi- 
lions of this kind, let me add, that the 
cafe of a groundlefs oppofition can hardly 
happen in a bad reign, bccaufe in fuch a 
reign juft occafions of oppofition muft of 
pourfe be frequently giycn (as we have 
gllowed that they may be given fometimes;^ 
^o very rarely, in a good reign) but that 
ivhcther it be WfH or ill grounded, whe- 
ther it be that of the nation, or that 
pf a faction, this conduft of the prince 
^ith r^fped to it will be the fame ; and 
pnc way or other this condujS muft have 
a very fatal evcnj. Such a prince will 
f>pt mi^nd the adminiAration, as long as he 
pan refift the jufteft and moft popular op- 
ipp^tipn : and therefore this oppofition will 

laft 
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kfl and grow, as long as a free conftitui- 
tion is in force^ and the fpirit of liberty 
is preferved ; for io Iqng even a change 
of his miniilers, without a change of his 
mcafures, will not be fufficieiit. The 
former without the latter is a meer banter, 
and would be deemed and taken for fuch, 
by every man who did not oppofe on a 
faftious principle J that I mean of getting 
into power at any rate, and uiing it as ill, 
perhaps worfe than the men he helped to 
turn out of it. Now if fuch men as thefe 
abound, and they will abound in the 
decline of a free governmcnt,a badprince^i 
whether he changes, or does nqt change 
his minifters, may hope to govern by the 
fpirit and art of a fadlion, againil the ipi-. 
rit and ftrength of the nation. . His cha^ 
iradter may be too low, and that of his. 
minifter too odious, ' to foroi originaHy 
even a faftion that fliall be able to defend 
tjhem. But they may apply to their pur- 
pofes a party that was formed on far dif- 
ferent occafions, and bring numbers to 
fight fqr a caufc in whicji many of theax, 
would not have lifted, Then^aaes, and 
L 4 vrith 
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with the names the animofity of parties, 
may be kept up, when the eaufes that 
formed them fubfift no longer. 

When a party is thus revived or conti- 
nued in the fpirit of a fadion, the cor- 
rupt and the infatuated members of it will 
aft without any regard to right or wrong r 
and they who have affcrted liberty in one 
reign, or oppofed invafions of one kind, 
will give it up in another reign, and abet 
invafions of another kind ; though they 
ftill diftinguifli themfelves by the fame 
appellation, ftill fpread the fame banner, 
and ftill deafen their adverfaries and one 
another with the. fame cry. If the na- 
tional caufe prevails againft all the wicked 
arts of corruption and division, that an ob- 
ftinate prince and flagitious miniftry can 
employ ; yet will the ftruggle be long, and 
the difficulties, the diftrefles, and the dan- 
ger great, both to the king and to the 
people. The beft he can hope for, in 
fuch a cafe, 'will be to cfcape with a di- 
piinution of his reputation, authdtity, 
and power. He may be expofcd to fome- 
jhjng worfej and his obftinacy may forpe 

fbing^ 
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things to fiich extremities, as they who 
oppofe him will lament, and as the pre- 
fer vation of liberty and good government 
can alone juftify. If the wicked arts I 
fp^ak of prevail, fadion will be propa- 
gated through the whole nation, an ill or 
well-grounded oppofition will be the que- 
ftion. no longer, and the conteft among 
parties will be who fhall govern, not how 
they {hall be governed. In fhort, univer- 
fal confufion will follow, and a complete 
vi<aory on any fide will enflave all fides. 

I have not overcharged the draught 
Such . confequences mufl: follow fuch a 
condudt; and therefore let me afk how 
much more fafe, more eafy, more plea- 
fan t,' more honourable is it, for a prince 
to corre<ft, if he has not prevented male- 
adminifl:ration ? that he may be able to 
reft his caufe, as I faid before, on the 
ftrength of the crown and the concur- 
rence of his people, whenever any fa<ftion 
prefumes to rife in oppofition to him. 

This a patriot king will do. He may 
favour one party and difcourage another, / 
iapoa opcafions wherein the ftate of hk 

king- 
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kingdom makes fach a temporary mea- 
fure necefTary. But he will efpouie dom^ 
much Icfs will he profcribe any. He will 
lift no party, much lefs will he do the 
meaneft and moft imprudent thing a king 
can do, lifthimfelf in any. It will be his 
aim to purfue true principles of govern- 
ment independently of all : and by a fted- 
dy adherence to this meafure, his reign 
will become an undeniable and glorious 
proof, that a wife and good prince may 
unite his fubjedts, and be himfelf the cen- 
ter of their union, notwithftanding any of 
thefe divisions that have been hitherto 
mentioned. 

Let us now view the divided ftate of a 
nation in another light. In this, the divi- 
fions will appear more odious, more dan- 
gerous ; lefs dependent on the influence, 
and lefs fubjedt to the authority of the 
crown. Such will be the ftate, whenever 
a people is divided 2Lhoatfubmi]Jion to their 
prince, and a party is formed of fpirit and 
ftrength fufficient to oppofe, even in arms, 
the efttiblifhed government. But in this 
cafe, dcfpcrate as it may feem, a patriot 

king 
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king will not dcfpair of reconciling, and 
re-uniting his fubjedls to himfelf, and to 
one another. He may be obliged perhaps^ 
as Henry the Fourth of France was, to 
jconquer his own ; but then like that grea? 
prince, if he is the conqueror, he will be 
the father too of his people. He muft 
purfue in arms thofe who prcfume to take 
arms againfl him i but he will purfue 
them like rebellious children whom he 
feeks to reclaim, and not like irreconcile-^ 
able enemies whom he endeavours to ex- 
terminate. Another prince may blow up 
the flame of civil war by unprovoked fe- 
verity, render thofe zealous againft him 
who were at worft indifferent, and deter- 
mine the difaffediion of others to open 
rebellion. When he has prevailed againft 
the fa<ftion he helped to form, as he could 
pot have prevailed if the bent of the na* 
tion had been againft him, he may be 
willing to afcribe his fuccefs to a party ^ 
^hat he may have that pretence to govern 
by a party : and far from reconciling the 
minds that have been alienated from him, 
/and jre-qniting his fubjcdls in a willing un- 
forced 
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forced fubmiffion to him, hemaybecoQ* 
tent to maintain himfelf on that throne, 
where the laws of God and man have 
placed him, by the melancholy expedient 
that ufurpers and tyrants, who have no 
other in their power, employ ; the expe- 
dient of force. But a patriot king will aft 
with another fpirit, and entertain nobler 
and wifer views from firft to laft, and thro 
the whole courfe of fuch a conjundure. 
Nothing lefs than the hearts of his peo- 
ple will content fuch a prince, nor will 
he think his throne eftablifhed till it is 
cftabliftied there. That he may have time 
and opportunity to gain them, therefore, 
he will prevent the flame from breaking 
out, if by art and management he can do 
it. If he cannot, he will endeavour to keep 
it from fpreading : and if the phrenzy of 
rebellion difappoints him in both thefe 
attempts, he will remember peace, like the 
heroic king I juft now quoted, in the 
midft of war. Like him he will forego 
advantages of puftiing the latter, rather 
than lofe an opportunity of promoting 
the former : like him, in the heat of bat- 
tle 
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tie he will fpare, and in the triumph of 
vidory ccndefcend : like him, he will 
beat down the violence of this flame, by 
his valour, and extinguifh even the embers 
of it, by his lenity. 

It may happen, that a prince, capable 
of holding fuch a condud as this, may not 
have the opportunity. He may fuccecd to 
the throne after a contrary condud has 
been held; and when, among other divi- 
fions which male-adminiftration and the 
tyranny of faction have increafed andcon- 
firmed, there is one againft the eftabliflied 
government ftill in being, though not ftill 
in arms. The ufe is obvious, which a fa- 
Qiion in power might make of fuch a cir- 
cumftance under a weak prince, by rank- 
ing in that divifion all thofe who oppofed 
the adminiftration, or at leaft by holding 
out equal danger to him from two quar- 
ters, from their enemies who meant him 
no harm, and from his enemies who 
could do him none. But fo grofsan arti- 
fice will not impofe on a prince of ano- 
ther charafter ; he will foon difcern the 
diftindlions it becomes him to make. He 

will 
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will fee, in this inftance, how fadion breeds, 
nonrifhes, and perpetuates fadion : he will 
obferve how far that of the court contri- 
buted to form the other, and contributdsi 
ftill to keep it in countenance and credit, 
among tbofe virho confider more what 
fuch men are againft, than what they are 
for. He will obferve, how much that of the 
difaffeded gives pretence to the other Who 
keeps a monopoly of power add wealth, 
one of which oppreflcs, and the other beg- 
gars, the reft of th^ nation : his penefra*- 
tion will foon difcover, that thefe fadiong 
break in but little on the body of his peo- 
ple, and that it depends on him alone to 
take from them even the ftrength they 
have ; becaufe that of the former is acqui- 
red entirely by his authority and purfe, 
and that of the latter principally by the 
nbuie which the former makes of both. 
Upon the whole, the meafures he has to 
purfue towards the great objedl of a pa-^ 
triot king, the union of his people, will 
appear to him extremely cafy. How (hould 
they be othcrwife ? One of the fadiions 
muft be diiToived the moment that th^ 

favour 
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favour of the prince is withdrawn, and 
the other is difarmed as foon as it is mark- 
ed oat. It will have no fhcltef, and it 
moft therefore be fo marked out, under 
acgood and wife adminiftration ; for wlic-* 
ther the members of it avow their prin- 
ciples by refnfing Aofe teifts of fidelity 
which the law requires, or perjure thcm- 
felvcs by taking thetn, they will be knowni 
alike. One deference, and but one wiH 
be made between them in the general 
fenfe of mankind, a difference arifing' 
fiwn the greater degree of infamy that 
will belong juftly to the latter. The firfl? 
may pafs for fools : the latter muft pali 
without excufe fofr knaves. 

The terms I ufe found har&ly, but 
the cenfune is jufl, and it will appear tor 
be fo in the highefl degree, and upon th^ 
' bigheft reafon, if vre flop to make a re-^ 
fleftion or two that deferve very well to 
be made, on the condud of out Jaco- 
bites ', for I defire no flronger inflance on 
which to cflablifh the ceniute, and to 
juflify the terms 1 have ufed. Now all 

thefe. 
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thcfe, whether they fwear, or whether^ 
they do not, are liable to one particular 
objeaion, that did not lye againft thofc 
who were in former days enemies to the 
king on the throne. In the days of Tork 
and Lancafier^ for inftance, a man might 
be againft the prince on the throne with- 
out being againft the conftitution of his 
country. The cGnJlitution conveyed the 
crown by hereditary right in the fame 
family : and he who was a Torkiji^ and he 
who was a Lancajlrian^ n^ight, and I 
doubt not did, pretend in every conteft 
to have this right on his fide. The fame 
conftitution was acknowledged by both, 
and therefore fo much indulgence was 
fliewn by law to both, at leaft in the 
time of Henry the Seventh, that fubmif- 
fion to ^King defaSlo could not be im- 
puted as a crime to either. Thus again, 
to defcend lower in hiftory j when the 
exclufion of the duke of Tork w;as prefled 
in the reign of Charles the Second, the 
right of that prince to the crown was 
not difputed. His divine right indeed, 
fucb a divine right as his grandfather 

and 
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and father had aflertcd before him, was 
not much regarded; but his right by 
the conftitution, his legal nghty was 
fufKciently owned by thofe who infifted 
on a law as neceffary to barr it. But every 
Jacobite at this time goes beyond all thefe 
examples, and is a rebel to the conjlitu^ 
tion under which he is born, as well as 
to the prince on the throne. The law of 
his country has fettled the right of fuc- 
ccflion in a new family. He refifls this 
law, and afferts on his own private au- 
thority, not only a right in contradidtion 
to it, but a right extinguiftied by it. This 
abfurdity is fo great, that it cannot be 
defended except by advancing a greater \ 
and therefore it is urged, that no power 
on earth could alter the conftitution in 
this refpedt, nor extinguifh a right to the 
crown inherent in the Stuart family, and 
derived from a fuperior, that is from a 
divine, authority. This kind of plea, for 
xefufing fubmiffion to the laws of the 
land, if it was admitted, would ferve any 
purpofe as well as that for which it is^ 
M brought. 
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brought. Our fanatics urged it formerly, 
and I do not fee why a confcientious fifth 
monarchy-man had not as much right to 
urge it formerly, as a Jacobite has now. 
Bat if confcience, that is private opinion, 
may excufe the fifth monarchy-man and 
the Jacobite, who aft conformably to it, 
from all imputations except thofc of mad- 
nefs and folly; how (hdl the latter be 
cxcufed when he forfwears the principles 
he retains, acknowledges the right he re- 
nounces, takes oaths with an intent to 
violate them, and calls God to witnefs 
to a premeditated lie ? Some cafuiftry has 
been employed to excufe thefe men to 
themfehcs and to others. But fuch cafu- 
iftry, and in truth every other, deftroys, 
by diftin<J!lions and exceptions, all mora- 
lity, and effaces the eflcntial difference 
between right and wrong, good and evil. 
This the fchoolmen in general have done 
ton many occafions ; the fons of Loyola in 
particular: and I wifh with all my heart 
that nothing of the fame kind could be 
objcded to any other divines. Some po- 
litical 
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ikkal reafoning has been employed, ad 
well as tbc cafuiftry here Ipoken of, and 
to the feme ptirpofCi It has Jbcen faid^ 
that thecondud of thofc who are enemies 
to the eftablHhmenti to which they fub- 
ittit and fwear, is juftified by th6 priiK:i- 
ples of the Revolution. Bat nothing cali 
be more falfe «nd frivolous. By the prin- 
tripks of the Revolution, a fobjefl: itiay re- 
iift, no doubt, the prince who eiadeavours 
to ruin atid enJQ[ave his people, a!)d ma^ 
pufh this refinance to the dethtdnement 
and e:tclafion of him and his race: but 
will it follow, thati becaiife we may juftly 
take arms againfl a prince whofe rigbC 
to govern we once acknowledged, and 
who by fiibfequent ads has forfeited that 
right, we may fwear to a right we do 
not acknowledge, and refift a prince whofe 
conduct has «ot forfeited the right we 
fwore to, nor given any juft difpm^tion 
from our oaths ? 

But I (hall lengthen this digrcflion no 

further : it is on a fubje<a I have treated 

in public writings, the refutation of which 

M a never 
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never came to my hands, and, I think, M^ 
ver will, I return to the fabjed: of my 
prcfcnt difcourfe. And I fay, that fuch 
factions as thefe can never create any ob* 
ftrudlion to a prince, who purfucs the 
union of his fubje£ts, nor difturb the 
peace of his government. The men who 
compofe theoi muftbe defperate, and im- 
potent; the moft defpicable of all charac- 
ters when they go together. Every ho- 
neftand fenfible man willdiflinguifli hinn- 
felf out of their number : and they will 
remain, as they deferve to be, hewers of 
wood, and drawers of water, to the reft 
of their fellow fubjefts. 

They will remain fuch, if they are a- 
bandoned to themfelves, and to that ha- 
bitual infatuation which they have not 
fenfe and fpirit enough to break. But 
if a prince, out of goodnefs or policy, 
(hould think it worth his while to take 
them from, under this influence, and to 
break thefe habits; even this divifion, 
the moft abfurd of all others, will not be 
found incurable. A man who has not 

fccn 
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fecn the infide of parties, nor had oppor- 
tanities to examine nearly their fecret 
motives, can hardly conceive how little a 
(hare, principle of any fort, though prin- 
ciple of fame fort or other be always pre- 
tended, has in the determination of their 
conduct Reafon has fmall effedt on 
numbers: a turn of imagination, often 
as violent and as fudden as a guft of wind^ 
determines their condufl; and pailion is 
taken by others, and by themfelves too, 
when it grows into habit efpecially, for 
principle. What gave ftrength and fpi- 
rit to a Jacobite party after the late king's 
acceffion ? The true anfwer is, a fiiddeo 
. turn of the imaginations of a whole par- 
ty, to refentment and rage, that were turn- 
ed a little before to quiet fubmiffion, and 
patient cxpedlation. Principle had as lit- 
tle (hare in making the turn, as reafon 
had in conduding it. Men who had 
fcnfe, and temper too before that mo- 
ment, thought of nothing after it but of 
fetting up a tory king againft a whig 
king : and when fome of them were afk- 
cd, if they were fure a popifli king would 
M 3 ■ make 
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make a good tory king ? or whether they 
were determined to facrifice their reK- 
gion and liberty to him? The anfwer 
was, no; that they would take arms 
againft him if he made attempts on ei- 
ther ; that this might be the cafe perhaps 
in fix months after his reftoration, but 
that in the mean time they would endea- 
vour his reftoration. This is no exagge*- 
l^ated faft : and I leave you to judge 16 
what fuch fentiments and conduft muft 
be afcribed, to principle or paffion, to 
reafon or madnefs ? What gives obftinacy 
without ftrength, and fullennefs without 
Ipirit, to the Jacobitc-tories at this time ? 
Another turn of imagination, or rather 
the fame (hewing itfelf in another form. 
A fa(5tious habit, and a factious notion, 
converted into a notion of policy and ho- 
nour. They are taught tp belicvcj that 
by clinging together they are a confider- 
pble weight, which may be thrown in 
fo turn the fcale iii any great event; and 
that ifi the mean timp to be a fteddy 
fij^erjng papty, is an honour they may 
^^W^t $J>ei?ifelyci5 w'ltk verjr juftly. Thus 

they 
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they continue fteddy to engagements 
which moft of them wifli in their hearts 
they had never takexij and fuffcr for prin- 
ciples, in fupport of which not one of 
them would venture further than talking 
the treafon that claret infpire& 

It refijlts therefore from all that has 
Ijeen faid, and frpm the reflexions which 
thefe hints may fuggeft, that iq whatever- 
light we view the divided JIate of a pccK 
pie, there is none in which thefe divifiona 
will appear incurable, nor an union of 
the m^embers of a great community with 
one another, and wixh their head, unat* 
tainable. It may happen in this qafe, ^ 
it. does in many others, that things un« 
common may pafs for improbahlo or im^ 
poffible : and as nothing can be mof e un^ 
common than a patriot king, there will 
be no room to wonder if the natural and 
pertain effecas of his conduft fhould ap^ 
pear improbable qt impofiible to many, 
But there is ftiil fomething niore ip tbi? 
cafe, Tho the union wc ipcak of be 
fo flinch for thp intereft of every king and 
M 4 every 
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every people, that their glory and their 
profperity muft increafe, or dimini(h, in 
proportionr as they approach nearer to it, 
or are further removed from.it; yet is 
there another intereft, by which princes 
and people both are often impofed upon 
fo far as to miftake it for their own. The 
intereft I mean is that of private ambi^ 
tion. It would be eafy to (hew in many 
inftances, and particularly in this, of uni- 
ting inftead of dividing, and of govern- 
ing by a national concurrence inftead of 
governing by the management of parties 
and faftions in the ftate, how widely dif- 
ferent, nay how repugnant the interefts 
oi private ambition and thofe of realpa-^ 
triotifm are. Men therefore who arc warm- 
ed by the firft, and have no fenfe of the 
laft, will declare for divijioriy as they do 
for corruption^ in oppofition to union and 
to integrity of government. They will 
Hot indeed declare diredly that the two 
former are in the abftradt preferable, but 
they will affirm with great airs of fuffi- 
ciency that both are incurable ; and con* 
elude from hcnce^ that in pradicc it is 

jieccflary 
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lieccflary to comply with both. This 
fubterfuge once open, there is no falfe and 
immoral meafiire, in political manage- 
ment, which may not be avowed and re- 
commended. Biit the very men who hope 
F to efcape by Opening it, fliut it up again, 

and fecure their own condemnation, when 
they labour to confirm divifions, and to 
^r(?^^^^/^ corruption, and thereby to cre^ 
ate the very neceffity that they plead iii 
their excufe. Neceffity of this kind there 
is in reality none; for it fcems full as 
abfurd to fay, that popular divifions muft 
be cultivated, becaufe popular union can- 
not be procured, as it would be to fay 
that poifon muft be poured into a wound, 
becaufe it cannot be healed. The prac- 
tice of morality. in private life will never 
arrive at ideal perfedion : piuft we give 
yp ourfelvqs therefore to all manner of 
immorality? And muft thpfe who arc 
charged with our inftrudion endeavour 
to make us the moft profligate of men, 
becaufe they cannot make us faints ? 
. Experience of the depravity of humaa 
nature made men defirous to unite, in fo- 

ciety 
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Qety and u^der governmerjt^ that they 
might defend themfelves the better a* 
gainft injuries: but the fame depravity 
ibon inipired to iomc the defign of em- 
^oying focietics to invade and fpoil fo- 
(pieties ; and to difturb tlie peace of the 
great cooutton- wealth of niankind^ vt^ith 
more force and effect in fuch coUediye 
bodies, than they could do individually* 
Juft fb it happens in the domdClic oe^ 
cooomy of particular flates: and their 
peace is diilurbed by the fan^e pafHons. 
Some of their members content them-, 
felvcs with the common benefits of fo- 
cicty, and employ all their induftry to 
promote the public good: but fome 
propofe to themfelves a feparate intereft^ 
and, that they may purfue it the more ef- 
feflually, they aflbciate with others. Thus 
faSlhns are in them, what nations are in 
the world. They invad[e and rob one ano^ 
iher : and while each purfues a feparate- 
intereft, the common rntereft is facrificed 
by them all; that of mankind in one 
eafe, that of fome particular community 
in the other. This has been and muft 
3 always 
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always be in fome meafurethe courfe of 
jiamaa af&iirs^ eipccialLy^iri free cow* 
tries, where the paffions o£ meq are kfs 
feftrained by authority : bod I am aot 
wild enough to fuppoib that a patriot 
Icing can change human nature. But 
I aip reafonablib enough to fuppofe, that 
w^ithout aheriitg human n^tute he may 
give a check to this courfe of human af<p 
&irs, in his own kingdom ^tleaft 
he may defeat the defigns, and break 
fpirit of fadion^ inftead of f^rtaking 
one, and alTuming the otl^r^ and tha^ 
if he cannot render the union of his fub- 
jefts univerfal, he may rdfldfer^it fo gene^ 
ral, as to anfwer all the ends of good 
government, private fecurhy, public tran-^ 
quillity, wealth, jpower, and fame. 

If tHefe ends were ever anfwered, they 
were fo, furely, in this country, in the 
the days of our Elizabeth. She found 
her kingdom full of faftions, and fadioris 
of another confequence and danger than 
thefe of our days, whom (he would havfe 
difperfcd with a pufFof her breath. She 

could 
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could not re-onite tbem^ it ib true: the 
papHl continued a papift, the puritan a 
puritan; one furious, the other f^ilea 
But (he tinited the gre&t body of the peo^ 
pie in her and their camtnon inierejij (he 
inflamed them with one natioml fpirif^ 
^nd thus armed^ (he maintained tranquil* 
iity^athome^ and carried fuccour to her 
friends and terror to her enemies abroad. 
There were cabals at her court, and in- 
trigues among her minifters. It is faid 
too that, ihe did not diflike that there 
fliould bq fuch. But thcfe were kept 
.v^ithin^ her court. They could not creep 
abroad, to fow divifion among her peo^ 
pie: and her greateft favourite the earl 
of Essex paid the price of attempting 
it with his head. Let our great doftors 
in politics, who preach fo learnedly on 
the trite text divide & impera^ compare 
the condudl of Elizabeth in this refpedt 
with that of Jier fucceflbr, who endea- 
voured to govern his kingdom by the no- 
tions of zfadtion that he raifed, and to 
manage his parliament by undertaken: 
and they muft be very obftinate indeed, 

if 
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if they refufc to acknowledge, that a wife 
and good f^-ioce can unite a divided peo* 
pie, tho a weak and wicked prince can-> 
not ; . and that the confequences of na-^ 
tional union, are glory and bappinefs to 
the prince, and to the people, whilfl thofe 
of dif-unioa bring (hame and niifery oa 
both^ and entail them too on pofterity. 

I have dwelt long on the laft headj^ 
not only becaufe it is of great importance 
in itfelf, and at all times, but becaufe it 
is rendered more fo than ever at this time, 
by the unexampled avowal of contrary 
principles. Hitherto it has been thought 
the highefl: pitch of profligacy to own, 
inftead of concealing crimes^ and to take 
pride in them, inflead of being afhamed 
of them. But in our age men have foared 
to a'pitch ftill higher. The firil is com- 
mon, it is the pradlice of numbers, and 
by their numbers they keep one another 
in countenance. Biit the choice fpirits 
of thefc days, the men of mode in poll* 
tics, arc far from flopping where crimi- 
nals of all kinds have flopt when they 

have 
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hzve gcMse evtn to this pdiat 3 for ge^ 
nerally tbe moft hardaied of the inhabit 
tants of Newgate do nM go (b far. The 
men I fpeak of contend, that it is not 
enoQgh to be vicious by fra&ke atid ba^ 
Ht^ but that it is neeefiary to be fo by 
frinciple. They make themfelves mif- 
fionaries of fadion aswell as of corrupt 
t ion : they recommend both, they deride 
all fuch as imagine it poffible or fit, to 
retain truth, integrity, and a difinterefied 
legard to the public in public life, and 
pronounce every man a fool who is not 
ready to ad like a knave. I hope that 
enough has been faid, tho much more 
might have been faid, to expofe die 
wickednefs of thcfe men, and the abfurdi-^ 
ty of their fchemes; and to (hew that a 
patriot king may walk more eafily and 
fuccefsfuUy in other paths of government, 
per tutum planumque iter reiigionis^ ju^ 
Jiitiay honeftatis^ virtutumque moraKum. 
Let me proceed, therefore, to mention two 
other heads of the condud that fuch a 
king will hold, and it (hall be my en^ 

deavout 
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deavouf not to fall into the fame pro-- 
lixity. 

A king who efteenis it his duty t# 
fupport, or to reftore, if that be needfuli 
the free conftitution of a limited ino* 
narchy; who forms and maintains a wi:fe 
and good adminiftration ; who fabd®e« 
faAjon, and promotes the iinion of hk 
people; and who makes their greatett 
good the conftant objed: of his govern-^ 
ment, may be faid, no doubt, to be in 
the true intcreft of bis kingdom. AH 
the particular cafes that can arifc arc 
included in thefe general chanaderiftics 
of a wife and good reign. And yet « 
feems proper to mention, under adiftinA 
head, fome particular inftances that 
'have not been touched, wherein this 
wifdom and goodnefs will exert them- 
felves. 

Now tho the true intereft of fevcral 
ftatcs may be the fame in many refpeSs, yet 
is therc>always fome difference to be per- 
ceived by a difc€rning eye, both in thefe 
interefts, and in the manner of purfuing 
•them; a difference that arifes from the 

iitua- 
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fiituatlon of countries, from the charac-^ 
Gtcr of people, from the nature of govern-* 
ment, and even from that of climate and 
foil; from circumftances that are like 
theie permanent, and from others that 
may be deemed more accidental. To il^ 
loftrate all this by examples, would be 
cafy, but long. I (hall content myfelf 
therefore to mention, in fome inftances 
only, the difference that arifes, from the 
caufes referred to, between the true inter- 
cft of our country, and that of fome or 
all our neighbours on the continent; and 
leave you to extend and apply in your 
thoughts the comparifou I (hall hint at, 
rather than enlarge upon. 

The fituation of Great Britain^ the 
charadcr of her people, and the nature 
of her government fit her for trade and 
commerce. Her climate and her foil 
make them neceffary to her well being. 
By trade and commerce we grew a rich 
and powerful nation, and by their de- 
cay we are growing poor and impotent. 
As trade and commerce enrich, fo they 

fortify 
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fortify our country. The fea is our bar- 
rier, (hips are our fortrcffcs, and the 
mariners, that trade and cottimerce alone 
can furnifli, are the garrifons to defend 
them. France lies under great difadvan- 
tages in trade and commerce by' the na- 
ture of her government. Her advan- 
tages in fituation are as great at leafl as 
ours. Thofe that arife from the temper 
and charader of her people arc a little 
different perhaps, and yet upon the whole 
equivalent, Thofe of her climate and 
her foil are fuperior to ours, and indeed 
to thofe of any European nation. The 
United Provinces have the fame advan- 
tages that we have in the nature of their 
government, more perhaps in the tem- 
per and charadler of their people, Icfs 
to be fure in their fituation, climate, 
and foil. But without defcending into 
a longer detail of the advantages and dif- 
advantages attending each of thefe nations 
in trade and commerces it is fufficient 
for my prefent purpofe to obferve, that 
Great Britain ftands in a certain middle 
between the other two, with regard to 
N wealth 



i86 THE IDEA OP 

wealth and power arifing froin thefe 
^rings. A lefs^ aad a lefs conflant, ap-» 
plication to. the improvement of thefe. 
may fcrvc^the ends of France ; a greater 
is neceifary in this country > and a greater 
ftill in Hoiland. The French may im- 
prove their natural wealth and power l;xy 
the improvement of trade atid commercei^ 
We caa have no weaUh, nor power by. 
coniequence, as Europe xs now conftituted^ 
without r^e improvement of them, nor 
in any dc^rep but propprtionahly to thi$ 
improvement. The JD^^/^^ cannot fub- 
iift with6i;*t them* They bring wealth to 
other nations, . and are neceflary to tjlie 
weirbeipg of them; bvit they fupply the 
DMtc,b..yi\ih food and raigient, and are 
neceflary eyqn. to their bei«g. 

The ?:efult of what:ha$ been faid is, in 
generdy^^j^XXhit wealth and power ^f all 
nations depending fo much on their 
^rade gnd commerce, and every nation 
l^eing, like, the thr^e I have mentioned, in 
iuch di&rent circumilances of advantage 
or difa4vai>tfige in the purfiiit of this coqv- 
pon intereft; ^ good government, and 
; . ^. therefore 

2 
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tberefpre the government, of a patriot 
king, will be direded conflantly to make 
the mod of every advantage that nature 
has given, or art can procure towards the 
iRiproyement of trade and commerce^ 
And this is one of the principal critcrions, 
by which we . ace. to judge whether go-* 
vernor&are in the tnie intereft^iof ^the peo- 
ple, or not. 

It r^fultSj in particular^ that Great 
Britain niight improve her wcJallh and 
power, in a proportion fuperior ta tjiat of 
aay nation whc> can be deemed hef rival, 
if the advantages fhe^has wore as wifely, 
cultivated, as they will be in the. reign ofi 
a patriot king. To, be conyiposd.morc . 
thoroogbly of thiy trath a veuy fliort pro* 
cefs of reafoning will .fijfiice...:Let any. 
man, who has knowledge enough, for ic, . 
firft compare the natural ftate of. Great ' 
Britain^ and of the United Prbiiinc£!8, and 
then their artificial flate together; .that 
is, let him confider piinntely tfas adxian^ . 
tages we have by the fitualion, extent, 
and nature of 0U3P iiland, ovecthc mfaabi^ 
tant&of a few ialt marfhes gained on the 
N 2 *Sca, 
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&a, and hardly defended from it: and 
after that, let him coafider how nearly 
thefc provinces have raifed themfelves to 
an equality of wealth and power with the 
kingdom of GrM/ Britain. Prom whence 
arifes this difference of improvement ? It 
arifcs plainly from hence: the Dutch 
have been, from the foundation of their 
common-wealth, a nation of patriots 
and merchants. Thefpirit of that people 
has not been diverted from thcfe two 
objcas, the defence of their liberty, and 
the improvement of their trade and cona- 
mercej which have been carried on by 
them with uninterrupted and unflackened 
application, induftry, order, and oeco- 
nomy. In Great Britain the cafe has 
not been the feme, in either refpeft j but 
here we confine ourfelvcs to fpeak of the 

laft alone. ^ . *i. 

Trade and commerce, fnch as tftey 
were in thofe days, had been fometimes, 
and in fome mftances, before the reign of 
Queen Eli*abeth, encouraged and im- 
proved : but the great encouragement* 
vwrc given, the great extenfions and im^ 

provements 
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provements were made,, by that glorioui 
princefs. To her we owe ^that fphit of 
domeftic and ibrejgn ttade ^h(di 4s not 
quite extingaifhed. It was (he who gave 
that rapid motion to our whole qiercan- 
tile fyftem which is not eptjrcly ceafed. 
They both ilagged under her focccffor; 
were not revived xinider hi? ion j were 
checked, diverted, clogged, and jnter^ 
jupted, during our civil wars : and be- 
gan to -exert Jiew vigour after the.reftora- 
tion in a long course of peace.^ hut jnet 
with new difficulties too from the con- 
firmed rivalry of the Dufch^,znd the grow- 
ing rivalryof the French* To one of thefe 
the pufiUanimou^ character of Jam£s 
the iirfl gave many fcandalous.opcafions: 
and the other was favoured by the con- 
dudt of Charx.es the fecond, who never 
was in the true intercft of the people he 
governed. From the revolution to the 
death of queen Anne, however trade and 
commerce might be aided and encou- 
raged in other refpedls, they were neqef- 
farily fubjedled to depredations abroad, 
And over-loaded by taxes athome^4urbg 
s . ' . . ^ the 



the couffe of two great wars. From tW 
ftcceiliibn of thfe late kirig t6 this hour, itl 
the midft of a fall peace, the debts of 
ihe nation continue much the fame, thd 
• taxes have been encreafed, and for eighteen 
years of this time we hive tamely fuffered 
continual depredations from the moft 
contemptible maritime power in Europe, 
that of Spain. - 

A patriot king will neither negleft, not 
facrifice his 'country's intereft. No. other 
intereft, iieither a foreign nor a dome- 
ftic, neither a public nor a private, will 
influence his condu6: ' in government 
He will not multiply taxes' wantonly, 
nor keep up thofe unneceffarily whic)i 
neceflily has laid, th^t hd may k?ep up 
legions, of tax-gatherers. He will not 
continue national debts by a!l forts of po- 
litical ind other profufionj nor,*' more 
"wickedly *ftlli, by i fettled* purpofe of op*- 
preffirig, an(i in[ipDverifhing the people, 
that he may with greater eaFe corrupt 
fomcj^ and govern the whole,, according 
to the tiit?lates of h^S paffions and arbitra- 
ry wilK 1*0 give eaie *^and encourage- 
natnt to manufactory at home, to aflift 

and 
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aivd pfbtcCl trade abroad, to improve and 
'keep in heart the 'national fcoloni^s, likie 
{6 ihany farms of the mother-country, 
will be principal aiid cbnftatlt parts of 
the attention of foch a prince. The 
wealth of the nation he will hioft juftly 
eftecm to be his wealth, the power his 
power, the fecurity and the honour, his 
fecurity and honour: and, by the very 
means by which he promotes thfe two 
fir A, he will wifely preferve the IWo latt; 
for by thefe means, and by thefe alone, 
. can the great advantage of the jituation 
of this kingdom be taken and im|)roved. 

Great Britain is an ifland : and whilft 
nations on the continent are at immenfc 
charge in maintaining their barriers, arid 
perpetually on their guard, and frequent- 
ly embroiled to extend or ftrengthen them, 
Great Britain may, if her goverriouirs 

.pleafe, accumulate wealth in makitain- 
irig hers ; make herlelf fecufe froni inva- 
fions, and be ready to invade othets wh$n 
her own imniediate intereft or the gerie- 

, f al intereft oi'^urope require it. Of all 
N 4 whi^^h 
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which Queen Elizabeth's reign is a me- 
morable example, and undeniable proof. 
I faid the general intereji of Europe^ be- 
caufe it feems to me that this alone (hould 
call our councils off from an almoft en- 
tire application to their domeftic and 
proper bufinefs. Other nations muft 
watch over every motion of their neigh- 
bours; penetrate, if they can, every de- 
fign I forefce every minute event, and take 
part by fome engagement or other in 
almoft every conjundure that arifes. But 
as we cannot be eafily nor fuddenly at- 
tacked, and as we ought not to aim at 
any acquifition of territory on the con- 
tinent, it may be our intereft to watch 
the fccret workings of the fcveral coun- 
cils abroad > to advife, and warn ; to abet, 
and oppofe : but it never can be our true 
intereft eafily and officioufly to enter into 
aftion, much left into engagements that 
imply aftion and expence. Other na- 
tions, like the Felites or light- armed 
troops, ftand foremoft in the field, and 
^irmifli perpetually. When a great war 
l)egins, we ought to look on the powers 

of 
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pf the continent, to . whom wc incline, 
hke the two firfi lines, the Principes and 
Haftati of a Roman army ,5 and on ourr 
felves, like the Triari:\ that are not to 
charge with thefe legions on every occa- 
fion, but to be ready for the conflidt when- 
ever the fortune of the day, be it fooner 
or later, calls us to it, and the fum of 
things, or the general interejt^ makes it 
pcceffary. 

This is that poji of advantage and bo^ 
noury which our Angular fituation among 
the powers of Europe determines us, or 
fliould determine us, to take, in all dis- 
putes that happen on the Continent. If 
we neglcd: it, and diflipate our ftrength 
on occalions that touch us remotely or 
indiredly ; we are governed by men who 
do not know the true intereft of this ifland, 
or who have fonie other intereft more at 
heart. If we adhere to it, fo at leaft as 
to deviate little and ieldom from it, as 
we (hall do whenever we are wifely and 
honeftly governed, then will this nation 
make her proper figure, and a great one 
tf wUl be. By a continual attention to 

improve 
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improve her Natural, that is her maritim* 
ftrength, by colledlng all her forces with- 
in herfclf, and relcrving them to be laid 
out on great ocx^afions, fuch as regar^l 
her immediate interefts and her honour, 
or fuch as arc truly important to the ge- 
neral fyftem of power in 'Europe ; flie 
may be the arbitrator of differences^ the 
guardian of liberty^ zndi the preferver of 
that Balance, which has been fo much 
talked of, and is fo little underftood. 

" Are we never to be foldiers? yoii 
will fay. Yes, cpnftantly, in fuch pro- 
portion as is neceflal-y for the defence of 
good govern mcnt. To eftablifh fuch a 
military force as none but bad governours 
can want, is to eftabliflh tyrannical power 
in the king or in the miniftersi and 
may be wanted by the latter, when the 
former would be fecure without his ar- 
my, if he broke his minified XDccafion- 
ally too. we muft be foldiers, and For of- 
fence as well as defence ; but in propor- 
tion to the nature of the cortjunflurej 
con (idci'ed always relatively to the differ- 
ence here inlifled upon*, between our ff- 

tuation. 



ftfdtioti, oiit iritereft, ^ttd the nature 6^ 
5Qr ftfehgth, xbfnj^ired ^vl^il thbfe of the 
6ther po#ers iH'^urope s ^rid ttpl in prdr 
|>©rtioh to.thc defires, b^ eVeh to th6 
Wants, ttflfic nations with wljom We ar6 
c<infedemied. Like other amphibibiiS 41i5* 
ftfelsj we nldft' comfe occatfloh^Uy dii 
Ihore: 6ut the Water is mbte properly 
©ui: element; ^ridin it, like'thefn, asWd 
find our ^eatert Security, ^o we ekert out 

greateft force; j 

What I tbuchtapon here, vety (hortlyj^ 

deferves to tie contortt!', ^ha'reconlider^ 

fcd, by evfery taan who hai, of Hiay haV0 

ahy Ihare itf thc'^overhnfieht of iGr^/j]f 

Brltaf^. Fof Wfe^hairti^nt^bnly tJepirred 

t<»5 inUch fhini' o^ir true National intei-eft 

itt ihi^ refpe?^ ;• ISut We haVe done fo with 

th^ getterkl Spplaiire everr' bf Wfell-mean- 

iDg men,* who did not difrtrh that we 

Rafted ourfelvesby an iihptoper ap^lica-: 

Ron of our ftrcngth in conjunftures, wheii 

We Height haVte ferved the corhiiion caiiKfe 

far more ufefiiUy, nay with etitire dfeS; 

by a proper application of our natural 

ft^engni. There was fomething more than 

this. 
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this: Armies grew fo much into fa(hio» 
in time of war, among men who meant 
well to their country, that they who meati 
ill to it have kept, and keep them ftill 
up in the profoundeft peace: and th^ 
number of our foldiers, in this iiland 
filone, is almofl: double to that of our 
feamen. That they are kept up again^fl: 
foreign enemies, cannot be faid with 
any colour. If they are kept for (hew^ 
they are ridiculous. If they arc kept for 
any other purpofe whatever, they arc too 
dangerous to be fuifered.^ A patriot king, 
feconded by minifters attached to the true 
Intereft of their country, would foon re- 
form this abufe, and faye a great part of 
this expence ; or apply it in a manner 
preferable even to the faving it, to the 
maintainancc of a body of marine foot^ 
and to the charge of a xegifter of thirty 
or forty thoufand feamen« But no thoughts 
like thefe^ no great defigns for the honouir 
and intercft of the kingdom, will be en^ 
tertained, till men who have this honour 
ind intercft at heart arife to power. 

I come 
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I come now to the laft head, under 
which I (hall conficter the charader and 
conducfl of a patriot king : and let it not 
be thought to be of the leaft importance, 
tho it may feem at the firft- mention to 
concern appearances rather than realities, 
and to be nothing more than a circum-* 
ftance contained in or implied by the 
great parts of the charafter and condudl 
of fuch a king. It is of his perfonal be- 
haviour, of his manner of living with 
other men, and, in a word, of bis private 
as well as public life that I mean, to fpeak» 
It is of that decency and grace, that ^/>«- 
fiance of the French^ that decorum of the 
Latins^ that 'srfiTrov of the Greeks^ which 
can never be reflcdcd on any charader 
that is not laid in virtue : but for want 
of which, a charadler that is fo laid will 
lofe at all times part of the luftre belong- 
ing to it, and may be fometimes not a 
little mif-underftood and under-valued. 
Beauty is not feparable from healthy nor 
this lujire^ faid the ftoics, from virtue: 
but as a man may be healthful without 

being 
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^\fi% handjbm^ fo he Qiay be virtuoui 
VfUhwt being amiable^ , 

Tber^ are. cerwin fifniftiing: ftrokes, a 
I^ft band as we cotpmopljf %, tb b( 
given to all. the works of art. When 
that is not given, we rpay fte th? ex(?el-. 
kncy of a general dcfign, 3dQ4 the be^Ur 
ty of fome particujar p^rts. A jiidgc of 
the art may fee further; he may aUov¥« 
for what is wanting, and difcerq the fuU 
merit of a com pleat worjk in gne that 13 
imperfed. But vulgar eyes will not bei 
fo ftruck. The work will appear tq th^nj 
defective, becaufe unfini&ed: fo that: 
without knowing precifcly what they diJP* 
Eke, th?y may admire, buj^ they will not 
be pleafed. Thusi in moral cbaraders, 
tho every part be virtuous and great^ of 
IJKb the -few and fmall defeds in it be. 
CQpcealcd under the blaze of thofe ihining 
c^alitle^ that compenfate for them ; yet. 
ie not this enough even in private life ; it 
is lefs fo'in public life, and ftill left fo,, 
in that of a prince. 

There is a cctizxn /pedes Ubieralis^ noore 
cafily -underftood than explained, and felt 

than 
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than defined, ^ac muft be a<;quired and 
rendered habitual to ^lim. A certain pro^ 
priety <jf woj:ds ^d i^ooa, that rcfults^ 
from their qonforniity tp nature and (:ha- 
racler, muft always accompany him, and 
create an. air and manner, that run uni- 
formly thro ^he whole tenoui^df his con- 
Sha and behA.viour :. which air and man- 
ner are fo far fropi any kind or degree 6^ 
afFeaatidn,"' that they cannot be attained 
except by him who is void of aJI affefta- 
tion. We may illuftrate this to our- 
felves, an4 make it more fenfibie, byre-" 
fieaing on the condudt of gp^d dramatic 
or epic writers. They draw the cha- 
raders. which they bxin§ on the fccne 
from nature, they fqft^Ih them thro the 
whole. piece, and make their aflors nei- 
ther fay nor do any ,thmg that is nbt ex-' 
atlly proper to the character each of 
tTiem reprefents. O^erint dum metuant' 
came properly out. of the mouth of a tyl 
rant; butEuRiPicEs.would never ii^ve^ 
put that execraWe fentence. into the mentis 
of MiN05or.^Xcifs. > 

• ,.' ■ A man 
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A man of fenfc and virtue both will 
hot fall into any great impropriety, of 
character, or indecency of conduft. But 
he may Hide or be furprized into fmall 
ones, from a thoufand reafons, and in a 
thoufand manners, which I (hall not ftay 
to enumerate. Againft thefe, therefore, 
even men, who are incapable of falling 
into the others, muft be ftill on their 
guard, and no men fo much as princes. 
When their minds are filled and their 
hearts warmed with true notions of go- 
vernment, when they know their duty^ 
and love their people^ they will not fail 
in the great parts they are to aft, in the 
council, in the field, and in all the ar- 
duous aflFairs that belong to their kingly 
office : at leafl they will not begin to fail, 
by failing in them. But as they are men, 
fufceptible of the fame impreffions, liable 
to the fame errors, and expofed to the 
lame paffions, fo they are likewife ex- 
pofed to more and flronger temptations, 
than others. Befides, the elevation in 
which they are placed, as it gives them 
great aiivantages^ gives them great difad- 

vantages 
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Vantages too, that often countervail the 
former. Thus for inftance, a little me^ 
Hi in a prince is ittn and felt by num* 
berss it is multiplied, as it were, and in 
proportion to this effedl his reputation is 
raifed by it. Bat then, a \\Vi\t failing 15 
ftcn and felt by numbers too:* it is mul- 
tiplied in the fame manner^ and his re- 
putation finks in the fame proportion. 

I.fpoke above of defeds that itiay be 
concealed under the blaze of great and 
fhining qualities. This may be' the cafe : 
it has been that of fome prioces. There 
goes a tradition, that Henry the Fourth 
of France aflted a Spanijh ambaflador; 
what miftrefles the kmg oi Spain had? 
The ambaflador replied, like a formal pe- 
dant, that his maftcr was a. priuce who 
feared God, and had no miftrefs but the 
queen, Henry the Fourth felt; the re- 
flexion, and afked him in return .with 
fome contempt, « Whether his lAafter 
** had not virtues enough to cover one 
" vice?" . , - 

The faults or dcfeds, that may be thus 

covered or compenfated, are, . I think, 

O thofe 
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thofe of the man, rather; than thofe of 
the king i fucb as arife from conftitntion^ 
and the natural rather than the moral 
character; fuch as may be deemed acd-« 
dental Aarts of paffion, or accidental re-^ 
mifsnefs in fome unguarded hours ^ fur;^ 
prizes, if I.miay fay fo, of the man on 
the king. When thefc hapi^n fddom^ 
and pafs foon, they may be hid, likq 
jpots ift the fun, but they are fpots fiilK 
He who has the means of feeing themy 
will fee thehi ; and he who has not, may 
feel the effects of them without knowing 
precifely the caufe. When they conti- 
xme (for here is the danger, becaufe, if 
they continue^ they will increafe) they are 
fpots no longer, they fpread a general 
ihade, and obfcure the light in which 
they were drowned before. The virtues 
of the king are loft in the vices of the* 
man. 

Alexander had vioknt paffions, and 
Aofe for wine and women were predo- 
minant, after his ambition. They were 
JpoU in his character before they prevailed 
by the force of habits asfoon as they 

began 
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be^n to do fo, the king and the herb 
appeared lefs, the rake and buHy more : 
Ptrfeptdis was burnt at the inftigation of 
Thaisy zndClytus was killed in a drunken 
brawl. He repented indeed of thefe two 
horrible adions, and was again the king 
and hero upon many occafibns : but ho 
had not been enough on his guard, when 
the ftrongeft inciteqients to vanity and 
to fenfual pleafures offered themfelves at 
every moment to him : and when heilood 
in all his eafy hours furrounded by wo^^ 
men and eunuchs, by the pandars, para* 
fites, and bilffoohs of a voluptuous cour^ 
they who could not approach the king; 
approached the man, and by fedocing thd 
man, they betrayed the king. ; His faults 
became habits : the Macedonians^ who 
did not or would not fee the one, faw th6 
other ; and he fell a facrifice to their re-^ 
femments, to their fears, and to thol^ 
fadions that will arife under an odious 
government^ as MFell as under one that 
grows into contempt. 
, Other charaders might be brought to 
contrafte with this. The firft Scipio Afri- 
O z canus 
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c ANUS, for example, or the eldeft Cato i 
aod there will be no objedion to a com-* 
parifon of fuch citizens of Rome as thefe 
were with kings of the firft magnitude. 
Now the reputation of the firft Scipio 
was not fo clear and uncontroverted in 
private as in public life ; nof was he al- 
lowed by all, to be a man of fuch fevere 
virtue, as he affedted, and as that age re- 
quired. N.SVIUS was thought to mean 
him in fome verfes Cell I us has preferved: 
^nd Valerius Antias made no fcruple 
to aflert, that, far from reftoring the fair 
Spaniard to her family, he debauched 
and kept her. Notwithftanding this, what 
authority did he not maintain ? In what 
efteem and veneration did he not live and 
die? With what panegyrics has not the 
whole torrent of writers rolled down his 
reputation even to thefe days ? This could 
not have happened, if the vice imputed 
to him had ihewn itfelf in any icandalous 
appearances, to eclipfe the luftre of thcf 
general, the conful, or the citizen. Th0 
fame reflexion might be extended to Cato, 
who loved wine as well as Scipjo loved 

women. 
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women. Men did not judge in the days of 
the elder Cato perhaps, as Seneca was 
ready to do in thofe of the younger, that 
drunkennefs could be no crime if CATa 
drank : but Cato's pailion, as well as that 
of Scipio, was fubdued and kept under 
by his public charader. His virtue warm- 
ed, inftead of cooling, by this indulgence 
to his genius or natural temper : and one 
may gather from what Tully puts into 
his mouth in the treatife concerning old 
age, that even his love of wine was ren- 
dered fubfervient, inftead of doing hurt, 
to the meafures h? purfued in his public 
character. 

Give me leave to infift a little on the two 
firftC-flssARs, and on Marc Anthony. 
I quote none of them as good men, but 
I may quote them all as great nien, and 
therefore properly in this place ; fince a 
patriot king muft avoid the defefts that \ 
diminish a great character, as well as \ 
thofe that corrupt a good one. Old Cu- 
rio called Julius C-^sar the hufband 
of every wife, and the wife of every huf- 
band^ referring to his kno\yn adulteries^ 
O 3 and 
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and to the compliances that he was fuf- 
peded of in his youth for Nicomedes. 
Even his own foldicrs in tht licence of a 
triunlph fung lampoons on him for hi^' 
profufion as well as lewflnefs. The youth' 
of Auguftus was defamed as much as that 
of Julius Cafar^ and both as much as 
that 6i Antmy. VfhttiRome was ran- 
facked by the pandars of Augujius, and 
matrons and virgins were ilripped and- 
fearched like (laves in a market, to choofe 
the fitted to fatisfy his luft, did Anthony 
do niore ? When Julius fet no bounds to 
his debauches in Egypt ^ except thofe that 
fatiety impofed, pojiquam epulis bacchoque 
modutn lajfata n)oluptas impofuit^ when 
he trifled away his time with Cleopatra 
in the very crifis of the civil war, and till 
his troops refufed to follow him any fur- 
ther in his effeminate progrefs up the 
I^ile — did Antony do more? No, all 
three had vices which would have been 
fo little born in any former age of Rome^ 
that no man could have raifed himfelf 
under the weight of them to popularity 
aiid to power. But we muft not wonder 

that 
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that the peo|^e who bore the tyrants^ 
bore the libertines 5 nor that indulgence 
was fhcwn to the vices of the great, in a 
city where univerfal corruption and pro- 
fligacy of manners were eftablifhed : and 
yet even in this city, and aniong thefe de- . 
generate Romans^ certain it is that difie- 
jcnt appearances^ with the fame vices, 
helped to maintaia the CtefarSy and ruined 
Antony. I might ,produce many anec- 
dotes to (hew how the two former faved 
appearances whilft thjeir vices were the 
moil flagrant, and made fo much amends 
for the appearances they had not faved, 
by thoie qf a contrary kind ; that a great 
part at leafl of all which was faid to de- 
fame them, might pafs, and did pais, for 
the caljimny of party^ 

But Antony threw off all decorum 
from the firft, and continued to do fo to 
.the lafl:. Not only vice^ hixt indecency 
became habitual to him. He ceafed to 
be a general, a conful, a triumvir, a ci- 
txzv^ of Rome : He became an Egyptian 
king, funk into luxurious effeminacy, and 
pipved he was unfit to govern men, by 
O 4 fuffering 
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fuffering himfelf to be governed by. a 
woman. His vices hurt him, but his 
habits ruined him. If a political modefty 
at leaft had made him difguife the firA» 
they would have hurt him Jefsi and he 
might have efcaped the laft : but he was 
ib little fenfible of this, that in a frag- 
.ment of one of his letters to Augustus, 
^ which Suetonius has preferved, he en- 
deavours to juftify himfelf by pleading this 
very habit. *' What matter is it whom 
" we lie with? fays he: this letter may 
*« find you perhaps with Tertulla, or 
^^ Terentilla, or others thathe names. 
■** Hie with Cleopatra, and have I not 
<* done fo tbefe nine years V* 

Thefe great examples, which I have 
produced, not to encourage vice, but to 
fhew more ftrongly the advantages of de- 
cency in private behaviour, may appear 
in feme fort figures bigger than the life. 
Few virtues and few vices grow up, in 
thefe parts of the world, and in thefe 
latter ages, to the Jize of thofe I have 
mentioned; and none have fuch^^^i 
wherein to exert themfelves. But the 

truths 
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truths I am deiirous to inculcate will be 
as juftly delivered in this manner, and 
perhaps more ftrongly felt. Failings or 
-vices that flow from the fame fource of 
human nature, that run the fame courfe 
thro the conduft of princes, and have the 
fame cfFeds on their charafters, and con- 
fequently on their government and their 
fortune, have all the proportion neceflfary 
to my application of them. It matters 
little, whether a prince who abandons 

. that common decorum which refultsfrom 
nature, and which reafon prefcribes, a- 
bandons the particular decorums of this 
country or that, of this age or that, which 
refult from mode, and which cuftom ex- 
adls. It matters little, for inftance, whe- 
ther a prince gives himfelf up to the more 
grofs luxury of the Weil, or to the more 
refined luxury of the Eaft 5 whether he 

' become the flave of a domcftic harlot, 
or of a foreign queen ; in ftiort, whether 
he forget himfelf in the arms of one 
whore, or of twenty 5 and whether he imi- 

\ tate Anthony, or a king of Acbini who 
is reported to have pafled- his whole time 

/ in 
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in a feraglio^ eating, drinking, chewing 
betel, playing with women, and talkmg 
of cock-fighting. 

To Aim up the whole and draw to a 
conclufion : this decency^ this grace^ 
this propriety of manners to cbara£ier, is 
fo eifential to princes in particular, that 
whenever it is ncglefted, their virtues 
lofe a great degree of luftre, and their de- 
feds acquire much aggravation. Nay 
more, by negleding this decency and 
this grace, and for want of a fufficient 
regard to appearances, even their virtues 
may betray them into failings, their fail- 
ings into vices, and their vices into ha- 
bits unworthy of princes and unworthy 
of men. 

The conjiitutions of governments and 
the different tempers and characters of 
people^ may be thought juilly to deferve 
fome confideration, in determining the 
behaviour of princes in private life as well 
as in public ; and to put a difference, for 
inftance, between the decorum of a king 
of France^ and that of a king of Great 
Britain. 

Lewis 
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Le'tvis the Fourteenth was king in an 
abfolute monarchy, and reigned over a 
people whofe genius makes it a« fit per- 
haps to impofe on them by admiration 
and awe, as to gain and hold them by 
affeaion. Accordingly he kept great 
ftatej was haughty, was rcfervcdj and 
all he faid or did appeared to be fore- 
thought and planned. His regard to ap- 
pearances was^ fuch, that when his mi- 
ftrefe was the wife of another man, and 
he had children by her every year, he 
endeavoured to cover her conftant refi- 
dcnce at court by a place ftie filled about 
the queen : and he dined and fupped and 
cohabited with the latter in every appa- 
rent refpe<5t as if he had had no miftreft* 
at all. Thus heraifed a great reputation: 
he was revered by his fubjeds, and ad- 
mired by his neighbours^ and this was due 
principally to the art with which he ma- 
naged appearances, foastofet ofFhis vir- 
tues, to difguife his failings and his vices, 
and by his example and authority to keep 
a veil drawn over the futility and debauch 
of his court* 

His 
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His fucceflbr^ not to the throne, but 
to the fovereign power, was a mere rake, 
with fome wit, and no morals ; nay, with 
fo little regard to them, that he made 
them a fubjed of ridicule in difcourfe, 
and appeared in his whole condudt more 
profligate, if that could be, than he was 
in principle. The difference between 
thefe characters foon appeared in abomi- 
nable effeds; fuch as, cruelty apart, 
might recal the memory of Nero, or in 
the othei: fex, thatof Messalina, and 
fuch as I leave the chroniclers of fcandal 
to relate. 

Our Elizabeth was queen in a limit- 
ed monarchy, and reigned over a people 
at all times more eafily led than driven ; 
and at that time capable of being attached 
to their prince and their country, by a 
more generous principle than any of thofe 
which prevail in our days, by affeSlim. 
There was a ftrong prerogative then in 
being, and the crown was in poflcffion 
of greater legal power. Popularity was. 
however then, as it is now, and as it muft 
be always in mixed government, the fole 

true 
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true foundation of that fufficient autho- 
rity and influence, which other conftitu-- 
tions give the prince gratis^ and indepen^ 
dititly of the people, but which a king 
,of this nation muft acquire. The wife 
queen faw it, and fhe faw too how much 
popularity depends.on thofe appearance^ 
that, depend on the decorum, the de- 
cency, the grace, and the propriety of 
behaviour of which we are fpeaking. A 
.warm concern for the intereft and ho- 
nour of the nation, a tendernefs for her 
: people, and a confidence in their affec- 
tions, were appearances that run thro 
her whole public conduct, and gave life 
.and colour to it. She did great things, 
and fhe knew how to fet them off ac- 
cording to their full value, by her man- 
ner of doing them. In htx private beba^ 
viour (he fhewcd great affability, fhe de- 
fcendcd even to familiarity; but hex fa- 
miliarity was fuch as could not be im- 
puted to her weaknefs^ and was therefore 
mofl juflly afcribed to \\ex goodnefi. Tho 
a woman, fhe hid all that was woman- 
ifh about her: and if a few equivocal 

marks 
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marks %>{ coquetry appeared on.icsne 
occaiioQSy they paiTed lilo^ flafhes of light- 
4)ing, vanifhed as foon as they were dif- 
cerned, and imprinted no blot on h« 
<:hara6ler. She had private yriV;i^/i&/^, 
ihe had favourites: but {he jiever fufibmd 
htt friends to forget (he was their qneen^ 
-and when her favourites did, (he made 
them feel that (he was.fo. 

Her fucccffor had no virtues- to let ofj; 
-but he had failings and vices to conceai 
He could not conceal the latter ; and, void 
of the former, he could not compenfat^ 
for them. His failings and his vices 
therefore {landing in full view, he pafled 
for a weak prince and an ill man ; and 
fell into all the contempt wherein hss 
memory remains to this day. The me;- 
thods he took to prefcrve himfelf from it, 
ferved but to confirm him in it. No man 
can keep the decorum of manners in life, 
who is not free from every kind oiaffeStd^ 
tion^ as it has been faid already: but he 
who afFciSs what he has no pretenfions to, 
or what is improper to his charadter and 
rank in the world, is guilty of moft con* 

fummate 
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ibmmate folly: he becomes doubly un- 
gracious, doubly indecent, and quite ridi« 
culous; James the Firft, not having one 
quality to conciliate the efteem or afiec^ 
tion of his people to hixn, endeavoured 
to impofe on their underftandings ; and 
to create a refpeA for himfelf, by fpread;^ 
ing the moft extravagant notions about 
kings in general, as if they were middk 
beings between God and other men y and 
by comparing the extent and unfearchable 
Inyfteries of their power and prerogative 
to thoie of the divine providence. His 
hf^uage and his behaviour were corn* 
raonly fuited to iiich foolifh preteniions; 
and thus by afliiming a claim to fuch re**- 
fpe^fc and fubmiffion as were not due to 
him, he loft a great part of what was due 
to him. In (hort, he begun at the wrong 
end; for thothe (hining qualities of the 
king may cover fome failings and fome 
vices that do not grow up to ftrong habits 
in the man, yet muft the charadlcr of a 
great and good king be founded in that 
of a great and good man. A king who 
lives out of the fight of his fubjcdts, or 
I is 
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ia never feeo by them except on his throne^ 
can fcarce be defpifed as a man, tho he may^ 
be hated as a king* But the king wha 
lives more in their fight, and more under 
their obfervation, niay be defpifed before 
be is hated, and eiren without being hated; 
This happened to king James: a thoH^ 
fand circumfliances brought it topa&, and 
none more than the indecent weakneffes hft 
had for his minions. He did not endea^ 
vbur to cure this contempt and raife his 
charafter, only by aflfedting v^hathc had 
no pretenfions to, as in the former cafe> 
but he endeavoured likcwifc moft vajifly 
to do it by afFeding what was improper 
to .his character and rank« . He did hot 
endeavour indeed to difguife his natural 
pUfillanimity and timidity under the maib 
of a bully, whilft he was impofcd upon 
and infulted by all his neighbour's, and 
above all by the Spaniards; but he re- 
tailed the fcraps of Buchanan, afFcftcd 
to talk much, figured in church-contro-^ 
verfies,; and, put on all the pedantic ap- 
pearances of a fcholar, whilft he negled:-* 

- ■ . ed 
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ei^ll tbofe of a great and good m^n, as 
wcU as king. 

Let not princes flatter themfel ves. They 
will be examined clofely in private as well 
as in pulflic life: and'thofc who cannot 
pierce further will judge of them by the 
appearances they give in both. To ob- 
tain true popularity, that which is found-^ 
ed in efteem and affedion, they muft 
therefore maintain their characters in 
both ; and to that end negleft appearances 
in neither, but obferve the decorum ne- 
ccflaryio preferve the efteem, whilft they 
win the affeftions of mankinds Ki^gs^ 
they muft never forget that they are mek: 
men, they muft never forget that they 
arc kings. The fentiments which one 
of thefe reflexions of courfc infpires will 
give an humane and affable air to their 
whole behaviour, and make them tafte 
in that high elevation all the joys of fo- 
cial life. The fentiments that the other 
reflexion fuggcfts will be found very com- 
patible with the former ; and they may 
never forget that they are kings, tho 
they do not always carry the crown on 
P their 
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their heads, nor thcYceptrcin their h^ifel 
Vanity znA folly muft entrench themfdves 
in a conftant affeftation of ftate to pre- 
fervc regal dignity: a wife prince will 
know how to prefervc it when he lays 
his majefty afide. He' will dare to ap- 
pear a private man, and in that charac- 
ter he* will draw to hinifelf a refpea: lefs 
oftentatious,' but more real and ti\<>vk 
pleafing to him, than any which is paid 
to the monarcl?. By never faying what 
is unfit fof him to fay, he will never hear 
what is unfit for him to hear. By nevet 
^^^/«^ what is unfit for him to do, he'will 
never fee what is unfit for him to fee. De- 
cency and propriety of manners arc fofar 
from lefiening the pleafures of life, that 
they refine them, and give them ah 
higher tafte: they are fo far from rcf- 
ftraining the free and cafy commerce of 
focial life, that they banifli the bane df 
it, licentioufhefs of behaviour. Ceremo- 
ny is the barrier againft this abiife df 
liberty in public ; politenefs and decency 
are fo in private: and the prince, -who 
pradiies and exadts them, will amufe 

himfelf 
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hjmfclf. much better, and oblige thofe 
who have the honour to be in his inti- 
macy, and to fhare his pleafures with him, 
much more, than he could poi3ibly do 
by the moft abfolute and unguarded fa-- 
miliarity. 

That which is here recommended to 
princes, that conftant guard on their own 
behaviour even in private life, and that 
conftant decorum which their example 
ought to exadt from others, will not be 
found fo difficult in pradiicc.as may be 
imagined ; if they ufe a proper difcern- 
ment in the choice of the perfons whom 
they admit to the neareft degrees of in- 
timacy with them. A prince ihould chufc 
his companiom with as great care as his 
minifters. If he trufts the bujinefi of his 
ftate. to thefe, he trufts his charaSler to 
thofe : and his character will depend on 
theirs much more than is commonly 
thought. General experience will lead 
men to judge that a fimilitudc of cha- 
radter determined the choice j even when 
chance, indulgence to afliduity, good 
nature, or want of rcfledion had their 
P 2 fharc 
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flljire in the introdudion of men unwor- 
thy of fuch favour. But, in fuch cafes, 
certain it is that they, who judged wrong 
at firft concerning him, will judge right' 
at l%ft. He is not a trifler, for inftancc. 
Bq itifo: but if he takes trifling futile 
arc;atures, men of mean charadters, or of 
no charafter, into his intimacy, he (hews 
a difpofition to become fuch, and will be- 
come fuch, unlefs he breaks thefe habits 
early, and before puerile amufements are 
grown up to be the bufinefs of his life. 
I mean that the minds of princes, like the 
minds of other men, will be brought down 
infenfibly to the tone of the company they 
keep. 

A worfe confequence even than this 
may follow a want of difcernment in 
princes how to chufe their companions, 
and how to condudt themfelvcs in private 
life. Silly kings have religned them* 
fclves to their minifters^ have fufFered thefe 
to ftandvbetween them and their people, 
and Jiave formed no judgments, nor taken 
^ny mcafures on their own knowledge^ 
biit igll implicitly on the reprcfcQtatioiis 

made 
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^ made to them by their minifters, . Kings 
of fuperior capacity have refigned them- 
felves in the fame manner to ihcir /avoids 
rites f male and female, have fufFcred 
thefe to ftand between them and their 
mod able and faithful counfellors : their 

. judgments have been influenced, and their 
meafures direfted by infinuatibns of wo^ 

. men,^ or of men as little fitted as womeh, 
by nature and education, to be hearkened 
to, in the great affairs of government. 
Hiftory is full of fuch examples; all me- 
lancholy, many tragical! fufficient,' one 
would imagine, to deter princes, if at- 
tended to, from permitting the compa- 
nions of their idle hours, or the inftru- 
ments of their pleafures, to exceed the 
Bfeunds of thofe provinces. Should^a'mi- 
nifter of ftate pretend to vie witH ^ny of 
th'efe, about the forms of a drawing toniM^ 

' the Regulation pfz ruelle^ the decor&tion 

' of a 6atl^ or the drefs of a^ne la^:; he 
ViTould be thought ridiculous, and he woiild 

^ be truly fo* Bat thien ate not any of tfcfefe 
impertinent, when theyprcfumct6 tiled^ 
4Ke in things at lead as much above them^ 

' asthoie that have been mentioned are be-- 
^ P 3 low 
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low the others? And are not princes who 
fufFer them to do fo, unaccountably we?k ? 
What fliall I fay further on this head? 
Nothing more is neceffary. Let me wind 
it up therefore by aflcrting this great 
truth, that refults from what has been 
already faid : As he can never fill the 
charadler of a patriot king, tho his per- 
fonal great and good qualities be in every 
other refpe<a equal to it, who lies open 
to the flattery of courtier s^ to the feduc- 
tion oinvomen^ and to the partialities and 
afFeftions which are eafily contradled by 
too great indulgence in private life ; fo 
the prince who is defirous to pftablifli this 
. charafter, muft obferve fuch a decorum^ 
and keep fuch a guard on bimfelf, as 
may prevent even the fujpicion of being 
liable to fuch influences. For as the rea- 
lity would ruin, the ve^ fufpicion will 
lefl^^n him in the opijiAonof mankind: 
and the opinion of mankind, which is 
fame^^Sxti death, is fnpcxior Jiren^tb aad 
^oif^cr in life. 

And 
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And now, if the principles and mca- 
furcs of conduft, laid down* in this dif- 
coiirfe, as neceflary to conftitutc that 
great^ft and mod glorious of human 
beings, a patriot king, be fufficient to 
this purpofe; let us confider too how 
eizfy it is, or ought to be, to efta- 
bliih them in the minds of princes. 
They are founded on true propofitions, 
all of which are obvious, nay, many of 
them felf-evident. They are confirmed 
by univerfal experience. In a word, rib 
Vhderftanding can refill them, and none 
but the weakeft can fail, or be milled, in 
the application of them. To a prince 
whofe heart is corrupt, it is in vain to 
fpeak, and for fuch a prince! would not 
be thought to write. But if the heart of 
a prince be not corrupt, thefe truths wiH 
find an eafy ingreflion thro the under- 
ilanding to it. Let us confider again, 
what the fure, the neceflary effc6ls of fuch 
principles and mcafures of conduft muft 
'^be, to the prince, and to thepeoplc. ' On 
;this fubjed: let the imagination range 
thro the whole glorious fcene of a pa- 
P 4 triot 
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triot reign : the beauty of the idea wi^l 
-infpire thofc tranfports, which PLAT9 
imagined the vifion of virtue would 
dnfpire, if virttie could be iieen. What 
in truth can be {6 lovely? what fo 
venerable, as to contemplate a king 0(1 
.whom the eyes of a whole pei^le arc 
fixed, filled with admiration, and flow- 
ing with aflfe<aion ? a king, in the temper 
of whofe government, like that of Ner- 
v A, things fo fcldom allied a»s enipireanji 
liberty are intimately mixed, co-exift to- 
gether infeparably, and conftitqte one 
•real cflence ? What fpcdacle can be pne- 
fentcd tp the view of the niind fo rare, 
fo nearly divinp, a$ a king poiTefled of 
i^folute power, neither ufurped by fraud 
nor maintained by force, but the genuine 
effedt of c^eem, of confidence, and afiec- 
tion ; the free gift of liberty^ who fin^s 
hpr greateft fbcurity in this power, and 
Iwoftld de^re no other if the prince on the 
throne could be, what his people wif^i 
him to be, immortaU Of fuch a prince, 

and 
3 
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" and of fuch a prince alone, it may be faid 
wijh ftria propriety and truth, ^ 

. ;. • Volentes 

Per populos dat jura^ viamque affeSat 
piympg^ • , ' .' ^ , . 

Civil fury will have no place in thi$ 
, draught: or, if the monfter is -feen, ic 
muft be fcen as Virgil defcribcs 3iim, . 

; • ' Centum vinBus :ai£ni$ 
Tojl tergum nodis^ f remit horridus ore 
cruento. 

He muft be feen fiibdued, bound, chain- 
<ed, and deprived entirely of power to do 
hurt. In his place, concord will appear, 
brooding peace and profperity on the hap-* 
py land j joy fitting in every face, content 
in every heart ; a people unopprefled, un- 
diflurbed, unalarmed; bufy to improve 
their private property and the public ftock ; 
fleets covering the ocean ; bringing home 
wealth by the returns of induftry ; carry- 
ing affiftancc or terror abroad by the direc* 
tipn of wifdom ; and aflcrting triumph- 
antly the right and the honour of Great 

Britain^ 
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,BritaWy as far as waters roll and as wimls 
can waft them. 

Thofc who live to fee fuch happy days, 
and to aft in fo glorious a fcene, will per- 
haps call to mind with fomc tendernefs 
of fentiment, when he is no more, a man, 
; who contributed his mite to carry on fo 
.good a work, ^nd who desired life for 
nothing fot much, as to fpe a king of 
Great Britain the moft popular man in 
his cpuntry, and a patriot king at the hca4 
of an united people* 
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LETTER III, 

Of the State of ? art tES 
at the Acceffion of King 
George I. 

I Perceive by yours that my difcourfe 
of the charaiSter and conducft of a pa- 
triot king, in that article which relates 
to party y has not entirely fatisfied your 
cxpedlations. You expeded, from fome 
things that I remember to have faid to 
you in converfationi^ and others that have 
fallen on that occafion from my pen, a 
more particular application of thofe ge- 
neral reafonings to the prefent time, and 
to the ftate of parties, from the late king's 
acceffion to the throne. The fubjedt is 
delicate enough, and yet I (hall fpeak up- 
on it what truth exads from me, with 
the utmoft franknefs : for I know all our 

parties 
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parties too well, to efleem any ; and I am 
tpo xMr aft^to^ refigQed-teH»y- is^^ to-- 
want, or to fear any. 

Whatever anccdocesTOu have been tedd» 
for yoiilare too young* to fiave^'feeit the 
paflages of the tioiesl am going to men- 
^oii,and vrtidtcver pj:epo&fl5ons you havel 
had; tike thefefaifts for vrndoofc^^ tf tt^hs : 
tHat there was na defign on foot d»ring 
the four laft years of queen ANN^E'sVeign 
to fet afide the fucceffion of the houfe of 
Uant/oer^ and to place tie crown on the 
head of the pretender to it i not any parr^ 
formed for this purpofe at tHe tinier tof the? 
death of that princefs, whofe mcniory F 
honour, and therefore feel a juft indigaa-^ 
tion at the irreverence witlh' whith we 
have ktn it treated. If fuch a dcfigrthad 
Bedn oh foot during that tinfte, there were 
hioriients when the execution of it would 
not have been diffieult, or dangerous e- 
hough, to have flopped men* of the moft 
moderate refotutidn. Neither could a de- 
fign of that nature have been ciarried ofi 
(o long, tho it was not carried into exe- 
cution, without leaving fome^trices, which 

would 



wbiild bdvc aj^ared when ftch ftrift in- 
c[aifiCions were m'lde; ' whtfn- the papers^ 
of To many" of the quecri's ' fei^vahts were 
ftizedj and eveh her own papers, -evfcn^ 
thofe (Ke Had feated up to be luirnt after 
her death, were exjjofcd to fo much in- 
• decehf infpc£li6h. But kyib^ afidc att' 
ar^umenti of the probable kbd, I deny^ 
thfe faa abfoKitely: and I Have the better 
title to expeift 'credit; becaufe it could not- 
fee true withont my khowlcdge^ or at 
feaft fiifpicion of it; and becaufe ev«i* 
they who believed it, for all who afiected 
*k did not believe it^ had nd proof to pro^* 
duce, nor Have to this -hour, but vairi 
fiirmifes ; nor any authority to reft uponi 
bat the clamour of pfafty. 

ll'hat there were partituflar men, who 
Correfponded indiredly afad dircftly too 
with the pretender, arid with others fof 
his fervice j that thefe men profefled 
themfclves to be zealous in it, andnrtide 
large promifes, ahd raifcd fome fkint 
hopes, I -cahhot doutt 5 tho this was Un* 
known to me at that time, or at le&ftl 
Icncw it riot With the fabie certainty and 

in 
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in the £anc detail that I have known it « 
jgnce. But if this was done by fome who . 
were in the queen's fervice, it was done, 
too by fome who were out of it, and I 
think with little fincerity by either. 
. It may well feem ftrange to one who 
carries in his breaft a heart like yours^. 
that men of any rank, and efpecially of 
the higheft, fhould hold a conduct fo 
falfe, fo dangerous, always of uncertain 
event, and often, as it was in the cafe 
here mentioned, upon remote contingen- 
cies, and fuch as they themfelves think 
the Icaft probaWe. Even I think it ftrange,, 
who have been much longer mingled in 
a corrupt world, and who have feen ma- 
ny more examples of the folly, of the 
conning, and the perfidy of mankind. A 
great regard to wealth, and a total con- 
tempt of virtue, are fcntiments very near- 
ly allied : and they muft poilefs the whole 
fouls of men whom they can determine 
to fuch infamous duplicity, to fuch dou- 
ble treachery. In fa<a they do fo. One 
is fo afraid of loiing his fortune, that he 
lays in claims to fecure it, perhaps to aug- 
ment 
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meflt it^ qn all fides, and to prevent e* 
ven imaginary dangers, jinotber values fo 
little the inward teiUmbny of a good, 
confcience, or the future reproaches of 
thofe he has deceived, that he fcruples not 
to take engagements for a time to come 
that he has no defign to keep ; if they may 
fcrye as expedients to facilitate, in any 
imall degree, the fuccefs of an immediate 
proje<5t. All this was done at the time, 
on the occafion, and by the perfons I in^ 
tend. But the fcheme of defeating the 
Proteftant fucceflion was fo far from be* 
ing laid by the queen and her minifters^ 
and fuch a refolution was fo far from be- 
ing taken, that the very men t fpeak of, 
when they were prefled by the other fidci 
that is from Verjdiltes and St. Oermains, 
to be more particular^ and to come into a. 
ciofer concert, declined both, and gave 
the mod evafive anfwers. 

A little before, or about the time of 
the queen's death, fome other perfons, who 
figured afterwards in the rebellion, entered 
in good earnell: into thofe engagetiientSi, 
as I bdieve s for I do not know exadly 
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the date of them. But whenever Xhtf 
took them, they took them as Jftgh 
wen. They could anfwer for tio party to 
back them. They might flatter themfelvte 
with hopes and dreams, like Pompey, if 
little men and little things may be compar- 
ed with great, of legions ready to rife at 
the ftamp of their feet. But they had no 
aflurance, no nor grounds to expe<Sl any 
troops, except thofe of the highlands ^ 
whofc difpofition in general was known to 
every man, but whofe infurredHon without 
the concurrence of other infurredions, iand 
other troops, was deemed, even by thofe 
that made them take arms afterwards, not 
a ftrengthbut & weaknefs, ruin to the poor 
people, and ruin to thecaufe. In a word, 
fhefe men were fo truly fingle in their en- 
gagements, and their mcafures were fo 
unripe for <adtion when the refolution of 
a<9:ing immjcdiately was taken by them, 
rhati am perfuaded they dorft not com- 
municate their . defign to any one man of 
Confequcnce that ferved at that time with 
them: What perfuades me of it is this : 
mt man, whom they thought likely to in- 
cline 
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dkid to them on feveral accouMs, th^y at^ 
teiApt^d ifidireaiy and at a gre^t diftante i 
tfecycame no nearer to the pbiiitwifh 
him, neither then, that is juft before thu 
queen's deaths nor afterwards. They had 
mdeed ho ei^coaragement to do it j fov 
upon this hint and another circuriiftanGc 
which fell ift, both he and others todk^fe- 
yeral .oc6afions to declare that fho they 
would fervc thiQ queen faithfully andexclu* 
fivcly oif all other regards or edgagenichtf 
toherlaft breath, yet aftcf her dedSafe 
they would acknowledge the prince da 
whom the fucccfEon devolved by law, aiid 
to which they had fworn, afidnootbeh 
This declaration would have been dtet bf 
the feir greateft number of the fafaii par* 
ty, iirid ^ould have beetf ftifelc 10 by 
thent, if the paffiofas and private kitirefh 
6f another party had not prevail^ over 
lhe'tru6 intereft of a new fatally tb« W« 
go\ti% to mount the throne. Yod' miy aik 
me nov(^, and the queftion v^ill not teat 
dl improper, how it came to pafs, if the 
q[uefen aftd her niiniftefs had li^defign to 
defeat this fiicceflion, that fo'machfufi. 
: ; Qjt picion 
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picton' of it prevailed, that fo jgreat an 
alarm was takea, and fo great a clamour 
railed? I might anfwer yea very flionly 
and very truly, by the ftrange conduQ of 
ii firft minifter, by the contefts afioat the 
p^ociations of the peace, and by tl:^ 
arts of a party. 

The minds of feme minifters are like 
the Jan ff urn fa f^orum of a temple I have 
read of fi>me where : before it a great cur- 
tain was folemnly drawn ; within it no- 
thkdg was to be feen but a confufcd groupe 
of mif-(hapen, and imperfed forms^ heads 
without bodies, bodies without heads, and 
the like. To develope the moft com- 
plicated cafes, and to decide in the moil 
doubtful, h^ been the talent of great mi- 
Difters : it is that of others to perplex the 
moft fimple^ and to be puzzled by the 
plaioeft. No man was more defirous of 
power than the minifter here intended: 
and he had. a competent (hare of cunning 
to wri^le himielf into it ; but then his 
part was over, and no man was more at a 
lofs h6w to employ it. The ends he pro- 
poTed to himielf, he faw for the mofi 

part 
5 
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part 'darkly and iodiftindly : and if he 
faw them a little better, he ft ill made uic 
of meansdifproportionate to them. That 
private correfpondence with the queeiiy 
which produced the change of ihemini- 
,ftry in 1710, was begun with \mt whillfc 
he was fecretary of ftate» and was cpAti* 
nued thro him during the two years that 
intervened between his leaving the co«M> 
and his return to it. This gave him the 
fole confidence of the queen, :pat him 
-more abfotutely at the head of the party 
that came into power, and invefied him 
with all the authority that a firft miniiler 
could have in thofe days, and before any 
man could prcfume to rival in that ran|c, 
. and in this kingdom, the rank of the an- 
cient mayors of the palace in France. 
The tories, with whom and by whom he 
had rifen, expe£ted much from him. 
Their expectations were ill-ahfwered : and 
' I think that fuch management as he em- 
ployed would not have hindered them 
long from breaking from him» if new 
things had not fallen in, to engage their 
0^3 whole 
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whole atteptioo, and (o divert their paf* 
{fions. 

• TbcfodiihprofccutionofSACHEVER]?*. 
had carried party-rage to the height, an^ 
the late change of the minlflry had con-^ 
firmed it there. Thefe circuqifUnces^ 
and many others relative to them, whicU 
-I omit, would have made i( impofiible^ 
if tjiere had been, hpnefty and wifdom 
enough. to defire it, to bring about a co^ 
^alitionof the bulk of th$ toqes and whigs 
at the latter end pf this reigi) ; as it ha^l 
laecn brought abQut a few years before un- 
der the adminiilration pf my lord Mar ly- 
\|ioRouGJi and my .lord Godolphjn, 
<who broke it foon and before it hajdtinxe 
to ccajient, by making fuch an u(e of it, 
as I am unable Xo account for even %t 
this hour. . The tv^o parties vjrere in truth 
become faftions, in the ftrifl: feiife of the 
word, I was of one, and I own the 
guih) which no man of thepthef would 
have a good grace to. dsny. In this r^-^ 
•fpe-<a th^y were alike j buj: here was the 
difference : one was . wejl united, w^U 
•condudted, and determined to their fu-? 
" ture. 
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ture, as well as their prefent objefts. Npt 
one of thefc advantages attended: the 
other. The minifter had evidently no 
bottom to reft his adminiftration upon, 
but that of the party, at the bead of 
which he came into power : if he had 
refted it there, if he had gained thdr 
confidence, inftead of creating even wan^ 
tonly, if I may fay (6^ a diftruft of hinj^ 
felf in them, it is certain he mighthafe 
determined them to every national inter- 
eft during the queen's time, and after 
her death. But this was above his con^ 
ception as well as his talents. He meant 
to keep power as long as he could, by 
the little arts by whicH he had got into 
it: he thought that he ffiould be able jsb 
compound for himfcif in all events, and 
cared little what became of his party, his 
miftrefs, or the nation. That this wfis 
the whole of his fcheme appeared ftfRci- 
ently in the courfe of his admin iftratiofi; 
was then ken by feme, and has been 
fince acknowledged by all people. For 
this purpofe he coaxed and perfecuted 
wbigs, ,he flattered and difappointed to- 

Qw4 rics I 
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ries s and Aipported by a thoufaod little 
tricks his tottering adminiftration. To 
the tory party he held out the peace, as 
' an aera when all they cxpcded (hould be 
done for them, and when they ihooUl be 
placed in fuch fulnefs of power and fsich 
ilrength of party, that it would be more 
the Inter efi of the JUcceJfor to be well with 
tbefrj'^ than theirs to be well with him. 
Such expreflions were often ufcd, and 
others of like import: and! believe thefe 
oracular fpeeches were interpreted, as ora- 
cles ufed to be, acciording as every man's 
ipcUo^tions led him« 

TThe contefts that foon followed, by 
the violent oppofition to the negociatidns 
of peace, did the good hinted at above to 
the minifter, and enabled him to amafe 
and banter his party a little longer. But 
they did great, and in fome refpefts irre- 
parable, mifchief to Great Britain^ and 
to all Europe. One part of the mifchief 
they did at home is proper to ht men- 
tioned here. They dipped the houfe of 
JIanover in our party-quarrels unfeafon- 

ably^ 
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ably, I prcfume to think, and im popu- 
larly ; for tho the contcft was maintained 
by two parties that pretended equally to 
have the national intereft at heart, yet 
the national intereft was fo plainly on one 
fide of the queftion, and the other fide 
was fo plainly partial, at the expcnce of 
this intereft, to the emperor, the princes 
of the empire, and the Dutch in particu- 
lar j that a facceflbr'to the crown, who 
was himCelf zpr met 6f Germany y ftiould 
have preferved in good policy, for this 
very reafon, the appearance at Icaft of 
fomc neutrality. The means employed 
openly to break the queen's meafures were 
indecent and unjuftifiable : thofe employ- 
cd fecretly, and meditated to be employed, 
wercworfe. The minifters of Hii^xw^r, 
whofc condu6k I may cenfure the more 
freely becaufe the late king did not ap- 
prove it all, took fo remarkable a fhare in 
the firft^that they might be, and they were, 
fufpedted of having fbme in the others. 
This had a very Iwid effcft, which was 
improved by men in the two extremes. 
The wbigs defired nothing more than to 

have 
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have it thought th^t the fucccflqr was, 
theirs^ if I may repeat an infolent exprcf-. 
fiqn which was ufed at that time : the 
qotioQ did them honour, and thg it could 
give no colour^ it gave fome ftrcngth to 
their oppofition. The Jacobites infinuatcd 
induftrioufly the fame thing ; and repre-^ 
fented that the eilahUfliment of the houfe 
of Hanover would be the eftablifhment 
of the whig party, and that the interefts 
of Great Britain would be conftantly fa- 
crificed to foreign interefts, and her wealth 
drained to fupport them under that fa- 
n^ly. I leave you to judge what ingrefp 
lion fuch exaggerations muft find, on fuch 
occafion, and in fuch a ferment*. I do 
not think they determined men to Jaco- 
bitifm. I know they did not ; but I know 
that they dif-inclined men from .the fuc* 
ce0ion» and made many who reiblved ta 
fubmit to it, fubmit to it rather as a ne* 
ceflary evil^ than as an eligible good. 

This was, to the bcft of my obfcrvatipn; 
and knowledge, the ftatc of one party. 
An abfurd one it wap, and the conf?^ 

quenccs 
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qcienccs of it were forefeeh, foretold, and 
prefTed upon the minifter at the time, but 
always without efFedt, and fometiraes 
without any anfwers. He had fome pvU 
vate intrigue for himfclf at Hatwver: iq 
he had at Bar. He was the bubble of 03e 
in the end : the pretender was fo of the 
other. But his whole management in the 
mean time was contrived to keep up » 
kind of general indetermination in the 
party about the fucceflion 5 which made 
9. man of great temper once fay to him 
with paflion, that " he believed no other 
« minifter at the head of a powerful party 
<« would not be better at Hanover ^^ if he 
<^ did not mean to he worfe there, . 

The ftate of the other party was this* 
The whigs had appeared jealous for th^ 
proteftant fucceflion firom (hQ time wbeQ 
king William propofed it, after tliedeajth 
of the duke of Gloucester* The tones 
vpted for it then, and the ads that werp 
judgedueceflary.tofecpre it, fome pf theqi 
at Icaft, were promoted by them.. Y^ 
rwere they oot thought, nor clid thejr aff?a 

' as 
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^s the others did, to be thought txtrcmdf 
fond of it. King Willi am did not come 
into this nicafure, tiH hefoond, upon trials 
that there was no other fafe .and praftr* 
cable : and thctories had an air of coming 
into it for no other reafon. Bcfides which. 
It is certain that there was at that time 
a much greater leaven of Jacobitifm in the 
tory-lump, than at the time fpoken of 
here* 

Now thus far the whigs adlcd like a 
national party, who thcnght that their 
tcligion and liberty could be fecured by 
BO other expedient, and therefore adhered 
to xhrs fettlement of the crown with, di- 
ftinguifhcd zeal. But this national party 
degenerated foon into fadion j that is, the 
national intcrcft became foon a fecondary 
iand fubfcrvient motive, and the caufe of 
the fucceffion was fupported more for the 
fake of the party or fa<5tion, than for the 
fake of the nation 3 and with view^ that 
went more diredtly to the eftabli{bnf>ent 
of their own adminiftration, than toa fo- 
fid fettlement of the prefent royal fami- 
jy. This appeared, evidentJy enough, to 

thofe 
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thofe whom noife and fliew^Qould not 
itnpofe upon, in the latter end of the 
queen's reign, and plain beyond difputc 
to all. mankind, after her dcceafe. The 
art of the whigs was to blend, as undi- 
ftinguiihably as they could, all their party- 
interefts with thofe of the fucccffion: and 
they made juft the fame faSious ufe of 
the fuppofed danger of it, as the tories 
had endeavoured to make fome time be- 
fore of the fuppofed danger of the church. 
As no man is. reputed a friend to chrifti- 
an ity beyond the AJpes and the Pyrenees^ 
who does not acknowledge the papal fu- 
premacy, fo here no man was to be re- 
puted a friend to the protcftant fuccef- 
fion who was not ready to acknowleidgc 
their fupreniacy. The intereft of the 
prefent royal family was to fucceed with- 
out oppofition and rifque, and to come 
to the throne in a calm. It was ^he in- 
tereft of a fadioa that they fliould c6cne 
to it in a ftorm- Accordingly the, whigs 
were very near putting in execution fome 
of the wildeft projefts of infurredtions and 

rebellion, under pretence of fecuring what 
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there wad not foffieient cfifpofitidn, iK)f 
aiqr preparation at all xtaade to obftru^ 
Happily for the , public thefe defigni 
proved abortive. They were too well 
known to have fuccdeded, but they nlight 
have had, and they V^ould havd bid, moil 
fatal confequcnces. The ftorm, that wis 
not raifcd todifturb and endanger the late 
king^s acceffion, <vas only deferred. To 
a party, who meant nothing leis than en- 
groding the whole power of the go- 
vernment and the whole wealth of the 
nation under the fucceffor, a ftorm, iii 
which every other man fhould be driven 
Erom hirti, was too nccefiary, not to be 
conjured up at any rate; and it was fo 
immediately after the late king's acceffion. 
He came to the throne eafily, and quietly, 
and took poffeffion of the kingdom witli 
as little trouble, as he could have expeded 
if he had been not only the queen's fiic- 
ceffof , but her fon. The whole nation 
fubmitted chearfully to his government, 
and the queen's fcrvants difcbargcd the 
duty of their offices, whilft he continued 
them in their offices, in fueh a raan-^ 
- - ncr 



tier M'ta aielrit his ^pprobsltidn. Thill 
*Wa&(ignifi«(l to feme of them^ to the few 
fcittaries in particulftr, ih thte fti^dngdft 
terms, &hd adcordihg to his majeftyV ex- 
prcfs order, before thfe whofe cduncil of 
l!ate. He might I think, I tfiought thfeii 
that he ought, and every man except the 
earl of 0-^.^-^-^/, who believed or had 4 
mind to tiiak6 others believe that his fnfitii- 
ente would be gi*eat in the new rfeign, 
eipcdtcd that he would have given his 
principal cdhfid-ende and tht pfSheipal 
^owcr bfthe admihiftfatioh to the ^hig^^ 
^ut it wa6 fcarcc poflible to cipttft,' that 
lie wouH immediately Ifttloofe the whole 
Itiry of party, fuffer the qiiteri's fetvahtS, 
who had furely been guilty of ho crime 
againft him nor the ftate, to be fo bit- 
terly peffccuted; and prdTcfibe in feffeft 
every man in the country who did ndt 
bear the name of whig. * Princes havfe 
Often forgot, on theiir atceflion to a 
throne, even perforial irijin^lfes t^ceivfed ifi 
party quarrels: land tKe fayiiag Of L«Wrs 
the twelfth of France^ in anfwer to thofe 
who would have pcrfuaded him to (hev/ 

fc verity 
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fevority to la Tremouille> is vcryde- 
iervedly fapiousi, *« G.od fqrbid^ faid he, 
^< that Lewis the, twelfth fliQuld revenge 
«^ the quarrels of the duke of OrleansJ^ 
Other princes, who have fought their way 
to the throne, have not only exercifed cle«* 
xneocy, but (hewn favour to thpfe who 
had flood in arms againf): them : and here 
again I might quote the example of an^ 
other king of France^ that of Henry the 
fourth* But to take an example in our 
own country, look back to the reftora- 
tion, coniider all that pailed from the year 
1 64 1 to the year 1660, and then com«> 
pare the meafures that King Charles the 
iecmd was advifedto purfue for theefla* 
bliihment of his government in the cir^ 
cumftances of that time, with thofe which 
the late king was advifed, and prevailed 
on, againfl his opinion, inclination, and 
firft refolution, to purfue, in the circum- 
fiances I have jufl mentioned. I leave 
the concluiion to the candour and good 
fcnfc of every impartial reader^ 

To 



pH:taS*fe BM any iS^ty for KJfef "c^ 
ftrength rtifficient to appear and a&. tlidfe 
-iMIfares^^e ^dHcB&WtWom^%ialt 
USA^'^ki aiid <A^m r&^al eriijuik o^ 
a l^nHBifi ttq ^ai^ fenguinity, in btdoiii 
$ M; lar af?bm 'eicofifag 6nfe ^'ar't^^ f(^ 
fejferthg^ another iq drl^c theih inter, rfe- 
^1^. .1 «rifli j cc/ald forget liE liiyM 
Siit 'tBere akfe t\i^6 ■o1)fer^ti"dih'i oft thai 
tV6nt, .'WKicfe J ciarinck refufe myfeii' td 
iriild. '" One is, that i6e Very niailner iii 
^Wh 'this i-eiiiifdn w4s begun Ih^w^ 
iitriihclantiy that it W^s a ftart of gallioni 
a iUpden ^hreni^ pf hieh tfaiii^drVed b/ 
t^eii: feieiibneht, ^hd hothing lefs thars 
the executibb of a defign long p'reVnfedii 
tated and prepared. The other is, thaf 
tew exampiiss ai-e to t)e found in KlAoryj 
perhaps none, of what happened on this 
ticcafion, when the £ime men, iii tlfe 
lame cotiatry, and in the eompafs ojf the 
fame year, were ready to rife in art?* 
againft oh« prince without any natidhal 
R caofe ? 
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caxdc ; and theb provoked^ l^ the vlo*^ 
knee of their councils, the oppofite &Cf^ 
taon to rife in adtnal rebellion againft.the 
fttcceiTor. . . 

Thefe are fbme of the effefls of maior 
tainlng divifimi in* a naticni, and q£ go^ 
TKrmng by fa£f ion. I might defend in* 
to a detail of many fatal coniequences that 
have followed, from the firft felfc ftep 
which was taken, when the prefeot fet- 
tlement was fo avowedly made on the 
harrow bottom of party. But I confider 
that this difcourfe is growing into length ; 
that I have had and (hall have occaiion 
to mention fome of. thefe confequences 
elfewhere ; and that your own reflexions 
on what has been (aid, will more than 
fupply what I omit to* fay in this place. 
Let me therefore conclude by repeating. 
That divifionhzs caufed all the mifchicf 
we lament, that union can alone retrieve 
it, and that a great advance towards this 
union was the coalition of parties, fo hap- 
pily begun, fo fuccefsfully carried on, 
and of late fo unaccountably liegleded, 

to 
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to &y no worfe» Bat let me add, that 
this umon can never be compleat, till 
it become an union of the bead with 
the memiers, as well as of the members 
with one another: and that fuch an union 
can never be expeded till patriotifm fills 
the throne^ znd fa&ion be baniflbed firom 
the admim/iration^ 
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